MEMORANDUM

TO: Governor

FROM: JS & LAM

RE: Otha Cain and taping tomorrow “Face to Face” Pblic Access
Channel

DATE: 121602

The message for this is the same as the publishehghcheon:

Budget:
» Education is a priority in your budget
0 62 percent of funding for education
o fully funds MAEP/teacher pay raise
o $200 million “brain Trust”
= We've invested in buildings; time to invest in p&op
= If we shortchange education, we shortchange thedut
* What comes out of state capital impacts people moiekly than what comes out
of D.C.
o Budget should reflect priorities/your budget ddwest t
0 Legislative budget built on unrealistic hopes andealistic numbers
» Can't afford to settle for the status quo

Frank Melton:
» Bureau of Narcotics needed someone with manageanentadership skills
0 Melton has them
Bush appointment of John Snow at Treasury
0 Snow’s background in running railroad company (CSX)
0 Bush appointed because of ability to “communicaticy”
Law doesn’t require law enforcement backgroundua¢au
People of MS not satisfied with war on drugs
o This isn’t the fault of the agents/best and brighte the nation
Melton will be capable leader/has ability to ingpir
0 Sees the agency not for what it is, but what itloan
o0 Won't settle for the status quo

AMY TUCK:
» Decision to switch was a matter of political presgion
* Would have faced strong opposition in democraticary

TRENT LOTT:
» Statement at Thurmond’s birthday was unfortunate@aghof words
» Certainly Lott and Thurmond recognize policies wblave failed
* Wrong to make the statement



* Hope statement doesn’t hurt Mississippi or ourrg$féor a better quality of life
for our people. We hope the focus is on the @egwe have made in education
and jobs.

WHERE MS IS HEADED:
« For too long, MS has been2&9", and 58

Computers in the Classroom
0 NGA confirms MS first in nation with Internet —assgble computers in
every public school classroom (more than 30,008scteoms)
o NGA: MS “at the head of the wave of technologicalovation”

» Test scores are up
o Princeton Review ranked MS testin§i& nation

+ Teacher pay — moving from %90 19" in nation
* More high school graduates going to college/ 62%
o 6" highest in nation according to SREB

* More than 300 teachers achieved national boardication this year
0 MS in top ten in the nation in # of board certiftedchers
o MS first in nation to offer higher pay for boardriigcation

* Recognized as leading competitor in economic deveent
* Nissan plan = $1.5 billion investment/5,000 dijetts
o Nissan expanded before plant even complete

* MS in top ten for small business survival
* 47,000 new jobs/27,000 through expansion of exgdtusiness
o $12.5 billion in investment

» All this accomplished because we refuse to sattistatus quo.
* By prioritizing education, we have been able tatzet7,000 new jobs during a
national recession.

WE CAN'T AFFORD TO SQUANDER THE PROMISE AND POTENAL OF MS
BY SETTLING FOR THE STATUS QUO. THIS ONLY DIMINISHS THE DREAMS
OF THE NEXT GENERATION.

WE RECOGNIZE THERE ARE OBSTACLES. THE CHALLENGE MAES IN
TURNING THEM INTO OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE PEOPLE OH3&ISSIPPI.
THOSE WHO ARE COMFORTABLE WITH THE STATUS QUO TURAWAY
FROM THE CHALLENGE. WE'RE NOT TURNING AWAY.



