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Healthy Mississippians Build A Healthy Future

Improving Mississippi’s health care is a commonlgaaommon concern for all
Mississippians. We may differ in our solutionst haalth care is a priority to everyone
in Mississippi. Too many Mississippians of all agend walks of life struggle with rising
costs for health care. We are working on soluttorhis crisis, but we still have many
areas to improve. Healthy Mississippians are ésgéa Mississippi’s success. For
Mississippi to remain competitive in education @ednomic development, our people
must be healthy and able to work.

The infant mortality rate in Mississippi has renadrsteady for the last two years. The
death of even one child is too many. That is wieymust reauthorize and continue the
work of the Infant Mortality Task Force. We mushtinue to look for new ways to
prevent infant deaths. We need healthy childrehtealthy adults to create a stronger
and better Mississippi.

We are providing health insurance to more of M&pjgi's children since the start of
2000. We now have more than 24,000 Mississippdcdn enrolled in the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, 48 times more than warered when we took office in
January. This health insurance program is workangvorking families. We continue to
look for new, innovative ways to reach every clildississippi in need of health
insurance coverage.

Mississippians are dying from breast cancer. \®e hhve an alarming number of
people dying from cervical cancer. MississippitssELady, Melanie Musgrove, has
begun her work promoting Breast Cancer Awarenessaour state. Research and
awareness are essential, if we are to stop thes kil

During a One-On-One session in Tupelo, | listerwed mman talk of his inability to no
longer offer health insurance to his employees: décades this small businessman had
prided himself on providing this benefit to his doyees, but the cost and participation
rates required by his insurance company were fgrgim to face his employees with the
bad news. We must find solutions.

The creation last year of Medical Education Sclsbigr Programs provides full
scholarships for up to twenty new recipients easdr provided they agree to serve ten
years in family medicine in a critical needs aréaw state. In tandem with licensing
physicians’ assistants, we will begin to see theaasion of access to health care
particularly in rural areas. Continuing the efftartrecruit doctors and other health care
providers to rural Mississippi remains a top ptipparticularly in light of continuing
federal disinterest in medical care for rural Amans.



The cost of prescription medication continues toagptaxing all of us, especially those
caught in the squeeze of the middle class. Wlhiggmpaceutical advertising budgets
grow, our ability to afford the high-cost of mediieislips away.

One group of Mississippians who need our spediahtibn are the dedicated men and
women who work diligently to make sure that outesi@orks efficiently and effectively.
For the upcoming budget year, our budget recomntemdand the Legislature’s budget
place a high priority on the state employees haa#trance plan. The Legislative
Budget committee has budgeted $7.6 million forestatd public school employees
health insurance, where our budget proposes $1@milMississippi’s health benefits
for state employees may be better than some stetess our nation, but it's not good
enough. We are committed to doing what can be ttongake sure that our state and
public school employees have access to affordgblgity health insurance.

We must not use the budget as an excuse to awklinigthe difficult issues in health
care. We may not solve all the problems with temisurance and prescription drug
costs quickly, but we can begin with a sound inwestt in the health insurance we offer
our state employees.

Over the past year, we have discovered a newataténd. We have renewed a spirit of
hope. Mississippians must have hope for a bettality of life. Improving our health
care system and options is one of the ways. Tegeth have told the nation and the
world we will not settle for second best. We witit be labeled or told we cannot, just
because we are Mississippi. That confidence isagious. | believe it breeds success.



