Remarks for the
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Commemorative Service
January 19, 2003

B Recognize William Catledge / Mayor Otis /

other dignitaries

B Proud to be in Tupelo / share in celebration
of life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

B Dr. King was a man ahead of his time
0 Had a vision for this country
0 Had leadership skills to lead us to the
reality of that vision

» Leadership is action, not position



H\Vant to talk today about leadership and
action in context of Zlcentury MS
0 Where are we on meeting the vision of
Dr. King?

M [ ast week in state of the state, talked about
effect of national recession
0 More than $7 trillion lost in stock
market
o More than a million American out of
work
0 States cutting school week / releasing

prisoners / massive lay-offs
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M Effects of national recession hit the just and
the unjust
0 Recession has no respect for political
parties

0 Every state affected

B Have to deal with the impact here in MS
0 Protect people in short term / prepare for

long term

B Best way to do that is through education

o Everybody benefits from good schools

B Comprehensive plan for education
0 Teacher pay
0 Test scores

o Computers in Classroom



B Time to go to next level
0 Summer Start program / reduce drop-out
rates and increase skills

o0 Save the state millions

B $200 million “brain trust”
0 Recruit best minds for research,

development, workforce training

M Investments in education benefit every
Mississippian, not just students
o People want to live in good
communities
0 Good schools, good jobs, good

communities
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HMIin 1948, Dr. King wrote from Morehouse
College that “education must enable a man
to become more efficient, to achieve with
Increasing facility the legitimate goals of his
life”

o0 That sums up what education can do for
all people of MS
o Have to be willing to make the

Investment to make that happen

B Have called on Legislature to fund education
In one comprehensive billl
o Fund it at 62 percent of general fund
o Time to prove that when it comes to
education, we mean business

0 Business means jobs
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B Have continued to create quality jobs during
national recession
o Nearly 50,000 new jobs in past three
years / $13.5 billion invested

M Building jobs across the spectrum
0 Nissan = $1.5 billion investment / more
than 5,000 direct jobs
o MS also one of top 10 states for small

business survival

B \Ve have the right policies and programs in
place to attract business / grow MS
0 Economic development is economic
development
0 2 people in a truck or 5,000 building a

truck



B Have to create opportunities across the
board
0 Rural areas hit hardest by NAFTA
0 Have to be smart and aggressive in

creating jobs

B That's the driving force behind MS Rural
Economic Impact Authority
0 Assistance to new and existing business

o Training for people who have lost jobs

B As |leaders in this area, encourage you to
lead by action, not position
0 Encourage investment in education
0 Encourage investment in economic
development

0 Prepare today for benefits tomorrow
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B Preparation depends on cooperative action
between states

0 Work together to benefit people / region

B So much potential for MS
0 Need to invest now to realize full
promise and potential
0 Good schools, good jobs, good

communities

B Those are the results of good leadership
0 Those are the results our people demand

and deserve
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B In October 1967, 6 months before he was
assassinated, Dr. King spoke to a group of
junior high school students in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

o0 Main guestion he posed to them — what

IS your life’s blueprint?

B He had his thoughts on what should go into
that blueprint
0 Deep belief in own dignity and worth

o Determination to achieve excellence
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B Students in MS today should read Dr.
King’s remarks to those students
o0 Remarks are available on the Internet /

www.educationplanet.com

o0 Students can access the site from their

classrooms

B Dr. King wanted students to have a plan, a
blueprint for life
0 We've got a blueprint for MS

0 Blueprint for education / jobs

M| believe it's a blueprint Dr. King would
approve of
o It's up to us to see it through for all

Mississippians



