2001 State Education Initiatives
Alabama

Accountability

Governor Don Siegelman created the Governor's Aarécademic Improvement to help
Alabama’s struggling schools increase their acadstaitus. The award offers grants from
$2,000 to $5,000 to reward schools that meet andezkacademic standards. Grants go directly
to the school and are used to invest in instruationprovement programs and/or materials to be
voted on by the teachers.

Alabama will also send a School Accountability Reggard to each child’s parents. The Report
Card contains information including student perfante on testing, dropout rates, attendance
rates, graduation rates, college attendance kool safety and discipline reports, and
information about school construction.

Governor Siegelman also approved legislation reggiall new superintendents to pass a course
in financial management and education law befdtmdpoffice. In addition, the bill requires the
State Board of Education to establish provisiomsfsuring such accountability from current
superintendents.

Early Childhood Education

Governor Siegelman secured funds to expand Alalmealy learning program from eight to 43
sites throughout the state. Thirteen additiondiéaarning sites will be supported through a
federal grant from the Appalachian Regional Comioiss Currently, eight sites are funded
through a public/private partnership between bissireend state agencies.

Finance
Governor Siegelman signed a school bond measuie-1@ and higher education, providing
$110 million more for Alabama’s schools.

Literacy

The Governor approved funds to expand the natipnedlognized Alabama Reading Initiative to
588 schools across the state. The Initiative dBad¢ed to improving reading instruction and
ultimately achieving 100 percent literacy amonglmuschool students. The Initiative also will
expand the number of reading specialists from dQIBY in order to work directly with school
systems patrticipating in the program.

School Safety

Governor Siegelman will continue his effort to gdaddeo cameras in more than 40 middle and
high schools across Alabama through the Private Egrication Program. Schools can receive
up to $10,000 for video camera installation by g an implementation plan and 20 percent
matching funds. Priority will be given to those gols that demonstrate the most need. In the
2000-2001 school year, Governor Siegelman prowviddelb cameras for more than 130 schools.

Teachers

The 2002 Alabama budget includes funds to suppove@or Siegelman’s proposal to provide
$4,000 loan/scholarships to 100 prospective madhsaience teachers entering their junior year
in college who agree to work in high need areasutjin out the state. Prospective teachers who
join the Governor’'s Reach and Teach initiative Wwél eligible to receive loans for their senior
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year if they have achieved junior status and haantadmitted unconditionally to an approved
teacher education program in mathematics, geneslce, biology, chemistry or physics.
Students who then agree to work in an identifigghimeed area for five years will be granted
loan forgiveness.

The Governor's Rewarding Excellence for Teacheogiam will give a $5,000 grant and a
$5,000 salary increase to any teacher who achmaréification from the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards. The Governoogram also encourages teachers to become
mentors to other teachers seeking National Boatdication in their communities.

Technology

Governor Siegelman has set a goal of providingtallents in the state of Alabama with high-

speed broadband access to the Internet in thedokchy 2003, and the 2002 budget provides

funding to begin connecting schools. Currently, enitian 50 percent of Alabama schools only
have dial-up Internet services or no connectivitgla

Alaska

Accountability

Governor Tony Knowles strengthened his longstandatgol improvement plan, the Quality
Schools Initiative (QSI), by advocating for fairdaresponsible testing timelines. Now, rather
than the 2002 deadline earlier approved by thedlagire, it is the class of 2004 that will be
required to pass basic skills tests in readingingiand math in order to graduate. Knowles
argued that the original deadline was too earkgdtening the entire school accountability
movement in Alaska because students, teacherschondls hadn't been given the time or
resources to meet higher academic standards. Ther@w also successfully changed earlier law
by insisting that special needs students are givealternative route to a diploma by meeting
higher standards developed in Individual Educaitams (IEPs). Governor Knowles' QSI, which
became law in 1998, establishes higher standarddudents, teachers and schools.

Funding

Governor Knowles believes the QSI will be succdssfily if schools have sufficient resources.
Before the 2001 session, he appointed an Educitinding Task Force of business, elected and
education leaders. He strongly supported its recenaation for $45 million in new school
investments this year. The 2001 Legislature apgr@amut two-thirds of his request, $17 million
of which were new state funds. The Governor vattinue to support the Task Force's call for
$100 million in new school investments over fivesse

Early Childhood Education

Governor Knowles convinced lawmakers to approveD¥BH for state expansions to Head Start.
He has long advocated for this program, which eulyeserves less than one-fourth of the
eligible population in just over 100 communitieshilaska.

Higher Education
Governor Knowles secured $11.4 million in new irments for Year 2 of the University of
Alaska's three-year improvement plan.
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Programs

The Governor sponsored and signed legislation trdwigh school diplomas to World War i
veterans who left school to serve their nationngithe new law as an important recognition for
these servicemen and women and their families.

School Construction

Governor Knowles’ Administration sought funds talddour new schools and complete 46
major repair projects. Lawmakers approved the faw schools - plus planning money for a
fifth - and 30 major repair projects.

Arizona

Accountability

Voter-approved Proposition 301, which began agslive proposal spearheaded by Governor
Jane Dee Hull and former Superintendent of Pubbtruiction Lisa Graham Keegan, provides
funding to develop a statewide school performaneasurement system. This system will
include a computerized database of informatiorhenaicademic achievement levels of individual
students, which will improve the state’s abilitykeep data on highly mobile students.

Governor Hull issued a 2001 executive order esthinlg a task force on efficiency and
accountability in K-12 education. The task foreedmprised of business and education
representatives and will review issues relatingdimool funding and the implementation of
Proposition 301, specifically the development téacher pay-for-performance plan.

Finance

Arizona passed Proposition 301, the Governor'sgsalgfor a 20-year increase of six-tenths of 1
percent in the state's 5 percent sales tax earch&wkeducation. The same law also calls for an
automatic 2 percent annual increase for Arizonaalshthat forced lawmakers to provide an
additional $66 million for education in each of tiext two fiscal years.

The budget signed by the Governor also containe@bdillion of the $18.7 billion biennial
budget for precollegiate education, with $3.37idmllin the 2001-02 fiscal year and $3.58 billion
in 2002-03.

School Construction

New legislation created an “emergency fund” mandgethe state School Facilities Board for
emergency deficiency corrections in public schaoldings. Previously, the procedure for
identifying and funding unanticipated capital patgewas administered at the local level. Also,
the School Facilities Board is now allowed to pmecand manage projects on behalf of school
districts to ensure efficiency and cost-effectivenim correcting deficiencies and building new
schools.

Teachers

Also under voter-approved Proposition 301, whichareas a legislative proposal spearheaded by
Governor Hull and former Superintendent of Pubtistiuction Keegan, school districts will
develop their own teacher performance measuregy percent of funds are set aside for
performance-based incentives, while 20 percerdrisarked for increases in teachers’ base pay.
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Arkansas

Accountability

Under Governor Mike Huckabee, the state incredseddope of Arkansas’ Comprehensive
Testing, Assessment and Accountability Program (AGF), expanding the K#grade literacy
and math skills program td"8" grades. ACTAAP will fully implement end-of-courtesting

for high school students this year. Accountabitgriven by benchmark tests at grades four,
six, eight, and end-of-course and reported alorily thie standardized tests scores on the school
report card. School report cards are now availabiéne, as well as mailed to parents.

Choice

The Charter School law was amended to allow a téichcharter school” for districts desiring to
implement alternative teacher compensation programs

Finance

Although most state agencies in Arkansas receivéxhat a 5% cut in general revenues, higher
education maintained most funding levels and reckseveral modest gains. The Governor
expects higher education to receive an overall 3mt¥ease in operating funds for FY02.

The state will boost financial aid allocations tw@mmodate the increase in qualified applicants
to the Arkansas Academic Challenge Scholarshiptlaadistinguished Governors Scholars
programs. Eligibility for these scholarships vii# tightened in upcoming yeatrs.

Programs
New legislation will create a pilot project to péafamily service workers in schools, beginning
with the 2001-2002 school year.

Teachers

Governor Huckabee won approval for a $3000 payeemse for all teachers over the next
biennium, his top priority during the 2001 sessidm recruit and retain qualified teachers,
Arkansas also will expand its certification recigitp and non-traditional licensure, increase the
number of Teach for America teachers, and prowideritives for retired teachers to return to the
classroom. The state’s non-traditional licensugg@m now recognizes life experiences as
credit toward certification and provides for a piang of study tailored to individual candidates.
Accredited teacher college graduates from othéestaow receive automatic certification
reciprocity, provided they passed the test requmaah that state and successfully completed a
criminal background check. Reciprocity is alsovided for teachers who have National Board
Certification or who have participated in TeachAonerica. Retired teachers in academically
distressed districts or with expertise in shortagess (math, science, foreign language, special
education, English as a second language), can eiin@ and return to teaching for full salary in
addition to retirement benefits. Finally, Goverthturckabee approved the New Teacher Project
to work with schools in developing recruitment strpes for teachers.

New teachers, both traditional and non-traditiomll,be supported through mentor teachers.
Mentor teacher will receive $1200 and his/her sthdlbreceive an additional $800 to support
the mentor and new teacher.

Page 4



Technology

Governor Huckabee promoted and signed a bill taterthe “Committed to Education” license
plate. The funds raised through the sale of tp&ses will build a fund to provide, with
additional support from private contributions, asmmal computer for every sixth grader who has
maintained a proficient or advanced status on thendl &' grade benchmark exams.

Governor Huckabee increased funding to EAST (Emwvitental and Spacial Technology) labs in
schools, expanding the program to include junightichool and middle school students.

California

Accountability

Governor Gray Davis allocated $161 million for themediate Intervention / Underperforming
Schools Program. Governor Davis also signed asifiblishing the $200 million High Priority
Schools Grant Program, providing up to $400 peilgapmprove student achievement in low-
performing schools.

Extra Learning Opportunities

Governor Davis allotted $29.7 million to expand #&feer School Learning and Safe
Neighborhoods Partnerships Program. A Before Satmuponent is also included in this
funding.

Finance

The 2001-2002 Budget increases California's investrim K-12 education by $2.5 billion.
Education funding has increased by $9.1 billiorsiGovernor Davis took office, and schools in
California have benefited from the largest threaryacrease for education in state history.

The California budget includes $97.9 million fore8fal Education. The University of
California's General Fund budget increased by pe2éent, and the California State University
received a 5.79% General Fund increase. The totdirig for California Community Colleges
increases six percent. The Governor also incl&&dmillion to increase funding to school
districts that have revenue limit funding below thatewide average.

Higher Education

The University of California Board of Regents ap@® a new admissions policy designed to
broaden college access and increase minority-studpresentation. Specifically, the University
will now guarantee a spot at one of its nine carapus students in the top 12.5 percent of every
high-school graduating class in the state if theycessfully complete two years at a community
college first. Last year, the University agree@womatically admit the top 4 percent of every
high-school graduating class as freshmen. Undsmiiv "dual admissions” plan, students who
rank between 4 percent and 12.5 percent acadeynicdheir high-school class - but may not
have the standardized test scores needed foridrzliadmission and may attend disadvantaged
high schools that have historically sent few stislém the University of California - will be
offered provisional admission to a specific Univigref California campus. Such students will
first be required to complete an approved two-yearrse of study and maintain at least a 2.4
GPA at a California community college.

The change will take effect with the incoming fre®mn class in 2003. It is expected to initially
add 1,000 transfer students to the 9,000 who ctlyreansfer to the University each year.
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Eventually, it is expected to produce 3,500 addd#ldransfer students per year. The program is
projected to cost about $2.5 million, primarilyftmd university counselors to work with students
at the community colleges.

The California budget also includes $57 milliormeake salaries of part-time faculty at
community college comparable to full-time faculgfasies.

Programs
The Governor included $250 million in the Budgeh#dp schools and county offices of
education with energy costs and energy conservaigasures.

Foecial Education

Governor Davis signed a bill which paves the waysfrhool districts to receive $520 million

plus $100 million annually in additional funding fepecial education and other programs. The
bill, sponsored by the Governor, puts into law tHesment reached last November between the
state and California school districts, ending a/28r dispute over state funding of special
education programsn addition to providing an ongoing $100 millionannual funding for
special education purposes, the bill annually gppates $25 million a year through fiscal year
2010-11 in discretionary funding for school didisidt provides $270 million on a one-time basis
for school districts, county offices of educatiordapecial education local plan areas.

Teachers

Governor Davis included $80 million in the Calif@rbudget for teachers and teaching aides to
attend intensive Mathematics and Reading Profeak@avelopment programs. A total of
249,000 K-12 teachers and 22,000 teaching aidésesitive 40 hours of instruction and 80
hours of follow up training. Schools will receiv2,$00 for each teacher trained and $1,000 for
each teaching aide trained.

The California budget includes $15 million for tirst year of the three-year Principal Training
Program. Schools will receive $3,000 per princtpaihed, which must be matched by $1,000
from the school district.

Technology
Governor Davis won $10 million in funding for thiest year of a two-year project to help
establish five High-Tech High Schools throughowet skate.

Colorado

Accountability
Governor Bill Owens signed a bill authorizing schaccountability reports that rate schools
from “excellent” to “unsatisfactory.” The firstpert cards were issued in September 2001.

Charter Schools
For the first time in the state’s history, Colorafupropriated money for the construction of
charter schools and allowed charter schools taggaate in local bond issues.

Early Childhood Education

Governor Owens signed a bill authorizing a $6 wnillfive-year pilot program to study the
impact of full-day kindergarten education prograangmproving student achievement. The pilot

Page 6



project — Colorado’s first full-day kindergarterwitl be available only to students in low-
performing schools. About 1,000 children in 171k will be able to take advantage of the
program. A review of the program's effectivenessriproving student achievement is required
by December 2005.

Finance

Colorado increased general fund education spermjirmdmost six percent. Taking advantage of
a constitutional amendment approved last year grgdghat mandates an annual increase in
education spending at the rate of inflation plus parcent, the state will spend nearly $36
million over two years for textbooks and kindergartlasses.

Higher Education

Beginning in 2003, all freshmen enrolling in Coldogpublic colleges and universities will be
able to transfer completed coursework within ardefiset of core general education credits to
any other public higher education institution ie #tate. House Bill 1263, signed by Governor
Owens, also requires the Colorado Commission ohétigducation to establish a state standard
of 120 credit hours for a baccalaureate degree.

Teachers

Colorado added more than $51 million over four gdar teacher pay incentives in low-
performing schools, including: merit pay bonusesoigtstanding teaching; recruitment bonuses
for teachers in low-achieving schools and hardetwruit subjects; $30,000 block grants for
struggling schools; and $2,000-a-year forgivenéssualent loans for teachers over three years.

Violence
Governor Owens signed a bill requiring school ditdrto develop anti-bullying policies and to
include information about those policies in theinaal reports to the State Board of Education.

Connecticut

Accountability

Each local school board is now required to develgprous new graduation competencies. The
competencies shall specify the basic skills necggeagraduation and include a process to
assess a student’s level of competency in sucls.skihe assessment criteria shall include the
results of the tenth grade state-wide mastery exation. Further, boards of education shall
identify a course of study for those students wéeehnot successfully completed the assessment
criteria to assist such students in reaching afaatory level of competency prior to graduation.

Curriculum

Connecticut adopted an official state policy of goning and expanding international

educational programs. The Commissioner of Educdtas been directed to establish an advisory
committee to promote international education opputies for students and staff in grades K-12.

Finance

Connecticut increased the portion of state aid #@% to 43% of total educational expenditures.
State aid was also increased for inter-districtmeagchools and other inter-district programs
designed to reduce racial and ethnic isolation.
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School Construction
The state provided funding for all requested nefoetconstruction and renovation projects.
Over $5 billion of school construction projects adeen approved and are currently in progress.

Delaware

Accountability

Governor Ruth Ann Minner stood by her pledge to enforward with the implementation of
Delaware’s student, school and professional acetility laws. However, she also kept her
promise to fine-tune the laws to make them fawestudents. Delaware will now consider other
indicators in addition to a student’s score ondfage test to determine whether a student is
promoted to the next grade. The new law callglfstricts to create Academic Review
Committees, comprised of educators including thiel'shcurrent teacher and at least one teacher
from the next grade. The committee will review apgprove additional indicators, which may
include a district-administered assessment, emdwfse assessments, a student’s classroom work
products such as a major project, or a studentidegy with evidence that demonstrates his or her
ability to meet the standards. In all cases, tiedieators must be aligned to the state content
standards and must be approved by the Departméduafation.

Charter Schools

This year Delaware enacted legislation that helgevel the playing field between charter
schools and regular public schools. The new lasifes that charter school boards are subject
to open meeting and record provisions under Delawdireedom of information act. It gives
charter school students the same rights of appehktState Board of Education for expulsion
cases. The law requires that all teachers mus dbleast a bachelor’'s degree in the content area
in which they teach if they have been exempted fiwhtertification. Also, charter schools

must now prove that they have met all the needsuafents, educators and the schools before
they can retain any profit. The new law developstfication system which allows charter
schools and affected public schools to work togethere cooperatively. By February 1, charter
schools must have enrolled 80 percent of theiraizéd student count and they must now notify
public schools of the number and the names ofttigeats who will be attending the charter
schools. Charter school teachers who are on leanea Delaware public school must also be
notified by the charter school by March 1 as to tiveeor not their services will be retained the
following year at the charter school. Those teexhaust then inform the public schools by
March 15 as to whether or not they wish to retwomfleave for the following school year. The
law also shortens the amount of time a public stte@zher may be on leave to teach in a charter
school from three years to two years. The lawireguhat any charter school receiving state
funds for special purposes (i.e., driver educatipecial education, etc.) must then use those
funds for the stated purpose. Finally, the lawwd public schools to be reimbursed on a pro-
rata basis for students who return to regular pusalhools from charter schools after the school
year commences.

Home schools

Governor Minner signed a joint resolution creatingommittee to examine home school issues.
The committee is composed of home school advoddief)epartment of Education, the
Department of Health and Human Services, the Chiglticensing Section of the Department of
Services for Children, Youth and their Familiepresentatives of the Delaware Association of
Independent Schools and members of the Generaimidbge The committee is specifically
charged with clearly defining home schools for Bredaware Code and appropriate reporting
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requirements to the Department of Education. Tdmrittee will also consider and define how
situations that deviate from traditional home sdimgomay require additional compliance with
existing health and safety standards. The comenistéo report its findings to the Governor, the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Spebi#ter House of Representatives no later
than March 1, 2002. The committee is not chargia discussing curriculum being used in
home schools or how the curriculum is being taudihile the Governor recognizes and respects
the rights of parents to teach their children what/ choose in their own homes, she also
recognizes the state’s responsibility to ensurehbalth, safety and appropriate zoning laws are
being followed with respect to numerous unrelatatticen in any given location.

Literacy

Working under tightening budget constraints, Gogeivlinner made progress toward keeping
her campaign promise to put reading specialisevary Delaware public elementary school.
Fifty elementary schools began the 2001-2002 scyeei with an additional teaching position
devoted to assisting struggling children with regdi The Governor intends to fund the
remaining public elementary schools in her Fis€a®budget. While the intent of the program
is to provide certified reading specialists for gveublic elementary school, the program will
begin with reading resource teachers who will beberaged to obtain certification. These
teachers are required to incorporate phonics andgrhic awareness into their instruction.

Teachers

Governor Minner’s Teacher Protection Act allowsd@ahre teachers to regain control of their
classrooms by protecting them from the threatigbfous lawsuits for disciplining students.
Throughout her campaign, the Governor heard frauohters who worried that appropriately
disciplining students with reasonable and mininsaté might still lead to a lawsuit by students
or parents. The new law allows for dismissal ofssuihere a teacher’s actions do not meet the
heightened legal standard of “shocking the consei@f a reasonable person.”

Governor Minner signed into law legislation intedde address a teacher shortage by permitting
school districts to hire retired teachers for dartaitical curricular areas. For a teacher to be
eligible to teach, the district must first provgrsficant need to utilize this option and receive
approval from the Department of Education. Rettezthers’ pensions may not be affected
positively or negatively by this plan, and retitedchers may not continue to accrue additional
pension benefits.

Delaware also passed legislation permitting edusain school trips to assist students in
administering oral, topical or inhalant medicatiofi$is option is strictly voluntary for educators
and permitted only after an educator has complet8thte Board of Nursing-approved
medication administration training program. Be&anmmany children require medication
throughout the day, the state hopes this optiohalldw more children to participate in out-of-
school learning experiences.

Florida

Choice

Governor Jeb Bush signed into law a bill that aiate state’s voucher program for disabled
children to expand beyond its experimental std¢jerida's lesser-known voucher program,
which enables disabled children to attend privatesl at the taxpayers' expense, will be
available this year for about 340,000 disabled sldiildren.
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The McKay Scholarship program started with two Sat@ children under a pilot program in
1999 and expanded to include nearly 1,000 childreing the 2000-01 school year. Until now,
participation has been limited by state law andabse few parents of disabled children know
about the program.

Governance

Governor Bush approved a law authorizing him tooampa seven-member board of education to
oversee the state's entire education system. drhalked "K- 20" governance structure replaces a
system in which separate boards governed pre-tatéegnd higher education. Voters approved
the referendum in November 1998, but the consetiteofegislature and Governor was required
for the changes to occur.

Governor Bush announced the appointment of SenHaime as Florida’s first Secretary of
Education and made appointments to the new sevembereFlorida Board of Education. He
also appointed members of the Council for Educd®olicy and Research, which will: conduct
and review education research; provide indepenrategilysis on education progress; and provide
independent evaluation of statewide education gssue

Higher Education

Governor Bush signed sweeping legislation creaikg20 educational system. The legislation
will change the state's education governance streitty: 1) abolishing the Board of Regents of
the 10-institution State University System, as waslthe State Board of Community Colleges; 2)
creating a 7-member Board of Education, headedtgpaointed Commissioner of Education,
that will recommend budgets and have program aitytfor public elementary, secondary, and
higher education in the state; 3) creating 13-merhbards of trustees for each of the state's
public universities; and 4) abolishing the staRsgstsecondary Education Planning Council and
replacing it with a 9-member Council for EducatPolicy Research and Improvement, appointed
by the Governor and legislative leaders. The reawwill also liberalize the standards by which
community colleges in the state can offer baccalagrdegrees, deleting the requirement that
community colleges partner with four-year instibuis in offering the degrees.

Governor Bush signed a hill that will create a cogbe income tax credit for monetary donations
to nonprofit scholarship funding organizations thivide scholarships to students from low-
income families. The credit is equal to 100 peradithe contribution, but must not exceed 75
percent of the balance of taxes due after all gibesible credits have been applied.

Teachers

Governor Bush signed a bill that requires schostridts to give hired teachers full credit for
years of experience. Currently, a newly hired lteaevith 20 years' experience in another district
would be paid as if she had only seven years ofmspce. The new law eliminates artificial
limits on transferable experience; it will encowragt-of-state teachers to come to Florida and
encourage retired teachers to return to the classrgetting full credit for all of their experience
Other provisions include a directive to the staf@partment of Education to develop a long-
range plan for recruitment and retention to brimg $tate closer to its goal of hiring 160,000
teachers in 10 years, and the creation of a pag-tidjunct teaching certificate program for those
who wish to teach part-time. The second new lallvprbvide teachers with liability insurance to
offset monetary damages from claims filed agaimsirt while on the job.
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A new Florida law creates new flexibility in thexst’s Deferred Retirement Option Program for
teachers, allowing teachers to work additional yémfore committing to the five-year retirement
option.

The new Barry Grunow Act, named for a slain Flotiglacher, provides special benefits for any
instructional staff member or school administratbio is killed or fatally injured on the job as a
result of a violent, intentional act by anotherguer. The bill provides $75,000 to the decedent
teachers' beneficiary; $1,000 to be paid towaréabakpenses; payment of health insurance
premiums for the teacher's surviving spouse andmtigmt children; and a waiver of any state
education fees for the teachers' children earnipachelor's degree and/or a degree from a
vocational-technical school.

Georgia

Accountability

The “Georgia Academic Placement and Promotion fPopicovides for a five-year phased-in end
to social promotion. The policy creates a shaesgansibility between the state and local boards
of education to adopt policies that will end thagtice by school year 2005-2006. This section,
modeled on the Texas approach adopted in 1999ide®mthat students will not be promoted

from grades 3, 5 and 8 if they do not pass thegglexk| criterion-referenced reading assessment
(plus math for grades 5 and 8). The plan providese-testing, parental notification, appeals
process, and accelerated and additional instruptiograms. The bill also creates a five-year
“Georgia Closing the Achievement Gap Commissiori9amember group that will focus on
strategies to close the achievement gap for atstigttents.

Early Childhood Education

Governor Roy Barnes’s education reform packageredgthe Early Intervention Program to
Grades 4-5 (as well as K-3) to provide specialinsttuction in smaller classes to students who
are determined to be performing below grade level.

With support from the legislature, private sectod &overnor Barnes, the state launched its
Georgia Early Learning Initiative (GELI), a publacivate venture aimed at enhancing early
educational opportunities for young children. GEL& public-private partnership between the
United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta, the WhiteheamlRdation, and the Office of the Governor.
GELI developed a series of recommendations inamg-term plan to improve the quality of
early learning experiences. Governor Barnes wadifig for many of the Phase |
recommendations through his Fiscal 2002 budgeydimog $6 million in appropriations for
GELI. The initiative also has secured $4.5 millinrprivate sector donations. These combined
Phase | funds will be used for three specific dyatfiitiatives:
0 The Early Care Education INCENTIVES$ Program - aagabupplement program
designed to encourage continued education and eestaff turnover,;
o0 T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood in Georgia - a scholapgbrogram to support early care and
education professionals as they begin or contiheie €ducation in five counties; and
o Tiered Reimbursement - a differential reimbursemat# program that will be phased-in
for centers and family childcare providers thatiee# increased levels of quality.

Higher Education
A new law increases HOPE scholarship eligibility $tudents at private institutions, making
their eligibility consistent with that of studergspublic institutions. It also expands the elilifiji
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to seniors, who previously could not qualify foetecholarship if they had not qualified in their
junior year.

School Construction

A special $468 million appropriation was approvedriew school construction; a class size
reduction measure that passed last year neceddit@eonstruction funds. Most schools need
more classrooms to meet the new class sizes #éieang phased in over four years. In addition
to this special appropriation, a regular approfmabf over $200 million for normal school
construction was funded making this the largeststiment in school construction in Georgia’'s
history. A new capital outlay for school construction witbpide low wealth local school
systems the option of a state grant of up to 95%@ftate-eligible cost of construction.

Teachers

An initiative to increase teachers’ pursuit of Matl Board Certification provides state payment
of a portion of the certification application feggpvided the teacher agrees to teach at least one
year in Georgia.

Hawaii

Accountability
Under new legislation and a $500,000 appropriatitawaii will establish Professional
Development Schools to address issues of stantbastd education and teacher preparation.

Choice

Hawaii Governor Benjamin J. Cayetano signed adbifitreamline the state’s charter school
application process by allowing the chartering ddargrant provisional charters, giving
applicants the time to meet all the final charéguirements. The bill also establishes a seven-
member review panel to review applications and rmekemmendations to the board. The bill
provides some assurance that money for charteotciul not come from other public schoaols;
however, charters are no longer guaranteed thell‘'sofeol subsidy” that helped pay for fixed
positions such as school principals.

Finance

Hawaii allocates nearly 50% of all State resoutoeslementary, secondary and higher education.
For the 2001-02 fiscal year, the legislature appdo$1.32 billion for K-12 education—about $30
million less than the Governor had requested lillifast higher than the $1.01 billion in the

current fiscal year's budget.

School Construction

Governor Cayetano signed legislation that will @lli@r the repair and maintenance of older
schools in the state; provisions include schoadiregllocations and financial incentives to groups
that provide in-kind services toward building repdinder the Cayetano administration, more
new schools were built than at any period in Hawesiory -- 13 in all.

Teachers

Hawaii teachers were granted a 16% pay increasehEe salaries have risen dramatically under
the Cayetano administration—from 24th in the coyrits now ranking among the top 10.
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A new law created the Hawaii Teachers StandardstBoadevelop, implement and administer a
$190,000 program to support teachers applying fiiddal Board of Professional Teaching
Standards (NBPTS) certification. Funds will previdr release days, facilitator and trainer
stipends, training materials and transportatioreaegps. Hawaii teachers who obtain NBPTS
certification may receive a $5,000 pay differenttala maximum of ten years, in addition to a
one-time reimbursement of $2,500 for teachers vamoptete the application process.

To address the teacher shortage, a new law profiigexial support through the University of
Hawaii to students who agree to teach in Hawaiilsligs schools. In addition, legislation was

enacted which enables the State Department of Edaoda rehire retired teachers in identified
shortage areas to serve as mentors for new teae¥tels still continuing to receive retirement

pay.

Idaho

Finance

The appropriation for Public School Support to&983 million in General Funds, a 6.8 percent
increase. While this represents a $22.5 milliatuotion from the Governor Dirk Kempthorne’s
recommendation, it still creates the largest Gdrarad increase in six years. This appropriation
provides funding for a 5.5 percent increase in lsasaries for public school teachers, $8 million
to begin the implementation of Achievement Stanslaadd full funding for all statutorily

required programs.

Higher Education

The FY 2002 appropriation for the general educagpimgrams at the state's 4-year college and
universities — the University of Idaho, Idaho Stdteversity, Boise State University and Lewis-
Clark State College — is a 9.7 percent General kutréase over the FY 2001 appropriation and
a 9.5 percent increase in all funds. The FY 2Gfj#@priation for Community College Support
amounts to $20,581,400 in all General Funds. Naohting the $3.2 million Property Tax Relief
Fund shift, the community colleges budget is al8o7gpercent General Fund increase over last
year's appropriation.

The state separately appropriated $3.0 milliorldaho Promise Scholarship Category B awards.
Freshmen entering the state’s higher educatioesyst the fall of 2001, after graduating from
high school with at least a 3.0 GPA, will be eligifor an Idaho Promise Scholarship of up to
$250 per semester. Idaho’ colleges and univessitie encouraged to match those state funds.

Teachers

The FY 2002 budget includes $450,000 in start-uqgliing to establish the “Grow Your Own”
Teacher Corps, a scholarship program to help cukk€el? instructional assistants earn a teaching
degree with an emphasis on English as a Secondubgrg

Technology

Idaho allocated $200,000 to match a portion of 30§00 grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation to provide technology leadership trajrimschool administrators. The program will
be led by the Idaho Association of School Admimikirs with matching funds from several
sources. The State Board of Education will apprawe expenditure of the state’s matching
money after ensuring that the training is conststétn the goals of the Idaho Council for
Technology in Learning.
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Illinois

Administration

Governor George H. Ryan has named a School CodetRé&ommission to rewrite lllinois’
School Code. The Commissioners will establish cames to study and make recommendations
for revisions to the Code. A report is due Janz9Q3.

Career-Related Education

Governor Ryan has encouraged the State EducatiardBo sustain Education-To-Careers
(Minois’ implementation of the national SchooFWork legislation) as an over-arching
philosophy for public education. Even though fedléunds will sunset, Governor Ryan believes
the initiatives that have been implemented thraatggrated activities are valuable for youth
development.

Governor Ryan also supports the “Jobs for lllimdiaduates” (JILG) program, lllinois’ version
of the “Jobs for America’s Graduates.” Under thm/&nor’s direction, JILG received an
additional $2 million in 2002, meaning 5,000 studenill be served in the program. JILG
enjoys a 95 percent graduation rate and an 85%®sutcome rate for program participants.

Early Childhood Education

The newly formed Governor's Task Force on Univetsaless to Pre-School will focus on
creating a five-year blueprint for providing qugléarly childhood education opportunities for all
three-to-five year-olds. lllinois' early childhoeducation results to date have been extremely
positive. According to the State Board of Educativailable data indicate that teachers rate 95
percent at-risk pre-K program participants profitie most or all areas of kindergarten
readiness. From kindergarten through 8th gradeetinan 75 percent of former at-risk pre-K
students were recommended for placement in thegnage without additional support.

Governance

lllinois has taken a leadership role in a nati@madsortium of states that are aligning their pre-
kindergarten through college programs. The stateshared ideas with The Education Trust and
the National Association of System Heads (NASH).

Finance

Governor Ryan pledged 51 percent of all new st&atenrues every year to education and
workforce training. As a result of this pledgef®4million in new funding for schools, or $173
in added state support for every school child, easnarked in this year’'s budget. In addition,
for an unprecedented third year in a row, undergdow Ryan'’s leadership, categorical
programs have been fully funded.

Higher Education

The General Assembly approved Governor Ryan's coment to rebuilding the state's
community colleges with a $250 million, 5-year doastion program. In all, this budget
includes a record commitment to higher educatiath more than $3.7 billion committed this
year for state universities, community collegesl private institutions.

Literacy

The 92nd lllinois General Assembly passed legstathat strengthens accountability for reading
instruction. This legislation stipulates that remplinstruction be based on scientific reading
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research and that instruction be focused on eatéyvention that focuses on phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency and comprehensionlegisation provides for long-term
professional development to school administrat@agling specialists, classroom teachers and
reading teacher’s aids. School districts are clthvgth being accountable for overall
improvement, as well as individual student improgein Progress must be reported on an annual
basis.

Governor Ryan has vastly increased state fundingefiding, especially in the lower primary
grades. These programs include more one-on-otr@iétisn and the expansion of Summer
Bridge programs. This year, $115.9 million haverbeommitted to improve children’s reading
instruction in lllinois schools.

Governor Ryan created a statewide Office of Litgitacbetter coordinate the various efforts of
schools, libraries, community-based organizatitaith-based groups, businesses, and local
governments in order to stress the importanceagfing and literacy in the lives of all lllinoisans.
He launched lllinois Reads to create the literaaynework that guides citizens towards lifelong
learning. Initiatives include eighteen mobile nes® and education centers for child care
facilities, and reading kits for 35,000 elementsefiool teachers to improve the instruction of
reading.

Governor Ryan and the 91st General Assembly wotb@ether to make sure lllinois adult
education and family literacy would be effectivalyministered through the Illlinois Community
College Board (ICCB). The 92nd General AssembBspd legislation that completes the
transition process by establishing a fund in tleeSTreasury that allows the ICCB to receive and
distribute federal Adult Education and Family L#ey funds. The General Assembly also
approved a $9 million increase in funding for acdutication and family literacy, bringing the
state funding to $39 million.

Programs

Governor Ryan has allocated $3 million to his Peddnvolvement Program, begun in 2000, to
create eight new regional offices to provide tragnior parents in 177 school districts. The
program strives to improve student performancééndassroom by increasing parents' role as
partners.

School Construction
In the 2002 budget, $740 million in new funds arevjgled to the lllinois FIRST school
construction program, including $148 million fori€&go Public Schools.

Teachers

Governor Ryan named a Teacher Quality Advisory Cbto address teacher retention,
recruitment and quality. Governor Ryan also aled#100 million over two years to hire new
teachers statewide, $1.5 million for a pilot prefesal development program, and $2.5 million in
scholarships for high school seniors who pleddeetteachers for five years after they graduate
from college.

Technology

In January 2001, Governor Ryan announced the ogetfithe lllinois Virtual High School
(IVHS). lllinois is one of only five states in tmation to offer a statewide virtual high school
(Florida, Kentucky, Michigan, New Mexico). Througte IVHS, students in public and
nonpublic schools have expanded learning oppor&sniThe Virtual High School is a valuable
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mechanism for offering quality instruction to thagko are interested, regardless of geographic
location or the wealth of the district. In the ialtpilot semester, 295 students enrolled in IVHS
courses. For fall 2001, 137 high schools haveesigip to participate; 66 semester courses and
10 Advanced Placement review courses will be abviglfor school year 2001-2002.

Indiana

Choice

Indiana Governor Frank L. O’'Bannon signed the &dtest charter school authorizing

legislation, adding Indiana to the growing liststéites offering charters schools as an educational
option. The state’s new law requires a charteogkto be sponsored by: one of the state’s five
public universities, the mayor of Indianapolis aoschool board. These chartering authorities

will oversee the administrative functioning of dearschools, including the creation of policies
and restrictions. Indiana received an ‘A’ gradeif® charter-school friendly legislation from the
Center for Education Reform, a Washington resegratip that promotes charters and other
school choice initiatives. The state’s new lawdree effective July 1, 2001.

Early Childhood Education

Governor O’Bannon won funding for his proposed stiteadiness programs, including full-day
kindergarten. While less than requested, thelktgi® allocated $20 million over the next two
years for districts to run all-day-kindergartengnams.

Finance

Despite the state’s economic slowdown, Indianaeased the general operating aid it gives
school districts and also made available for thet fime $20 million over the next two years for
districts to run all-day-kindergarten programs.eBiate has allocated $3.41 billion for general
operating aid to school districts in the 2001-G24di year, a 3.5 percent increase over what it
gave districts during the current fiscal year.

Teachers

The Indiana legislature approved $16.25 milliontf@ Governor’s proposed teacher training
program, to be spent during the second year dbigranium. This investment will enhance the
training teachers now receive and give local schogborations flexibility to create training
programs that align with their school improvemelang. The training program was authorized
as part of school accountability legislation pasgetB99.

lowa

Choice
Through a line-item veto, Governor Thomas J. Viksasstored $550,000 to reimburse families
for providing transportation for their children whtiend private schools.

Finance

lowa passed a $2 billion K-12 education budgettiercoming fiscal year. Governor Vilsack
used his line-item-veto authority to soften budgetvs to education by restoring money for a
variety of programs earmarked by the legislaturecfis or no increase. Governor Vilsack
restored the promised $10 million increase forskige reductions and early-literacy programs.
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Funding for these multiyear programs, which begetihné 2000 fiscal year, has reached $30
million, up from $20 million this year.

To support his teacher-quality initiative, GoverMilisack restored a proposed $2 million
decrease in funding for teacher professional dgweémt, bringing that budget to $23 million.

Governance

Through an Executive Order, Governor Vilsack in@th a bipartisan preschool through
postsecondary (P-16) Education Roundtable to hela lidentify ways to make its educational
system more seamless. Comprised of business, aiviteducational leaders, the Roundtable has
been asked to advise the Governor on workableegiest on such issues as expanding access to
early learning opportunities; smoothing studennhgiions between learning levels and across
sectors; closing the achievement gap between dmid#ndifferent backgrounds; upgrading
teacher education and professional developmentaasédssing employer needs within the state
and implementing those needs into a comprehendiveational policy.

Teachers

Governor Vilsack won legislation creating the fisthtewide teacher compensation system based
fundamentally on performance rather than seniofTtige bill links teacher pay increases with a
new evaluation system and a four-leveled caredr, paid includes a mentoring program for new
teachers and a pilot program offering bonusesdiosls that meet student achievement goals.
The multiyear package, funded at $40 million fa finst year, will also articulate standards for
teacher knowledge and skills, redesign the teasveduation system, and fund team-based
bonuses for schools that meet student achievenoaig.g

The new system will begin to take effect in pap#ting districts this fall and become statewide
in 2003. This year’s implementation includes asaincrease for beginning teachers of $1,500
per year to a minimum of $28,000. The first levethie career path is completing a two-year
mentoring and induction period under the guidarieexperienced mentor teachers. The
induction period culminates with an evaluation iegdo a permanent teaching license. Teachers
already in the lowa public schools will enter itih@ new system at the second step of the career
path. Advancement to the other levels — careehtracareer Il teacher, and advanced teacher —
is tied to demonstrations of ability and performantthe classroom, determined through
comprehensive performance reviews by district adtrators, or in the final level, by a regional
team from outside the school district. For examdachers will have to demonstrate that they
have mastered the subjects they teach as welhasrobm management and instructional
leadership. Teachers will have opportunities to enop the career ladder and salary schedule at
their own pace, and a talented and ambitious educatld achieve the top pay level within five
years.

Kansas

Finance

Kansas passed a school finance package based enn@pill Graves’ State of the State
Address proposal. The legislation provides $6Tionilin new funding for pre-collegiate
education in fiscal 2002, for a total of $2.4 loilli The state's overall fiscal 2002 budget is $4.5
billion. The plan increases per-pupil spendingsb9, to $3,870; allocates $7.5 million more to
expand two established programs for preschool Ementary school students deemed at risk;
and provides $8 million more to fund the statearslof special education expenses.
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Kentucky

Governance

New legislation, signed by Governor Paul E. Patt&fines “P-16 Councils” or “councils of
partners” composed of educators from public andapei preschools, elementary, secondary, and
postsecondary education institutions, and may deltommunity and business representatives
for the purpose of improving the alignment and tyaif education continuum from pre-school
through postsecondary education as well as studitvement at all levels. The legislation
directs the Council on Postsecondary Educatiomdate and administer a matching grant
program to support local and regional P-16 councils

Another bill confirmed an executive order that rerem the Kentucky Education Professional
Standards Board from the Department of Educatiohadtaches it to the Governor’s office. The
legislation requires that all appointments to tloai8l made by the Governor be confirmed by
both chambers of the General Assembly.

Higher Education

Governor Patton signed legislation that permitsident who maintains Kentucky residency to
earn credit toward a base Kentucky Educational Eeee Scholarship (merit based) program
award for the academic grade point average earhdd participating in an approved foreign
educational exchange program or in the United St@tgressional Page School.

Legislation was enacted to direct public postseaondducation institutions to waive tuition and
mandatory student fees for a child who is 18 ye&egje, a full-time student, and was adopted or
in foster care upon school entry. The legislatieguires that an eligible student meet all entrance
requirements for the postsecondary institution mathtain academic eligibility while enrolled.

Louisiana

Teachers
Louisiana increased teacher salaries by at lea8082 teacher, putting the state on the verge of
meeting Governor Mike Foster’s goal of raising teagay to the Southern average.

Louisiana will introduce zero-interest educatioarls to teachers under a new program to help
keep public school teachers in the state. Thehigiver Education Loan Program for teachers
will be provided by the Louisiana Education Loanttarity through tax-free bonds, at no cost to
the state.

Maine

Technology

Under Governor Angus King, the state has created/thine Learning Technology Endowment.
With $30 million in state funding this year, thedemwment will provide a laptop computer for
every 7" grade student in the state starting in fall 200Be state’s legislature has committed
funding, backed by private fundraising by the Goweey to ensure that all 7th and 8th grade
students and teachers in Maine have personal cemyaahnology available to them at all times.
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The plan calls for deployment of wireless netwdikall of Maine's 242 middle schools in the
summer of 2002 and the deployment of individualicevto all 7th grade teachers and students
in the fall. The state will follow with deploymetd 8th grade students and teachers the following
year. This will be the first statewide deploymehindividual computer technology to all

students and Maine’s effort may serve as a pilotife nation.

Maryland

Choice

The Maryland legislature approved $5 million of thevernor Parris Glendening's $8 million
request to purchase non-sectarian textbooks fdests in private and parochial schools that
charge tuition less than the State average pet gxpenditure.

Early Childhood Education

The General Assembly passed Governor Glendenirglg Ehildhood Education Initiative.
This includes $19 million in new funding to Marythoounties to be used for K-3 programs to
raise 3rd grade MSPAP scores. Eligible uses ircltetucing class size; all-day kindergarten
programs; early grade reading initiatives; or iniwegin library and support materials.

Another $11 million will be directed to Pre-K pragns to certify childcare centers as early
learning centers, to evaluate childcare providems, to expand the state’s Judy Hoyer Centers.

Finance

Maryland’'s General Assembly passed nearly 100%ae@or Glendening's proposals for K-12
Education operating support. The increase in Klit@ct aid to classroom instruction was the
largest single item proposed in the Governor's btiflgp by $203 million). Total funding
increased by $1 billion, to $2.57 billion in FY 200

Higher Education

Colleges, universities, and community collegesiv@ka 10.5% increase in funding. The total
higher education budget has increased more thandé®itg the Glendening-Townsend
Administration, similar to the state increase ipmart for K-12 education.

Building for the future, the General Assembly supgad the Administration's proposal for full FY
2002 funding of the statewide $1.3 billion campasstruction program.

School Construction

With more than $250 million in new FY 2002 fundifay classroom modernization and
construction, Governor Glendening has funded muaa $1.45 billion toward his $1.6 billion 8-
year commitment to revitalize more than 13,000stiaems across the state.

M assachusetts
Accountability
To provide immediate help for students taking tiag¢ess assessment this academic year,

Governor Jane Swift directed the Department of Btan to release $10 million to fund school
districts' MCAS extra-help programs.
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Governor Swift also announced an “Extra Help Gueeihto ensure students do not fall through
the cracks and have every chance possible to padd€AS test. Beginning in September 2002,
she will award $1,000 grants to first semester fp#iule students who have not yet passed the
high-stakes exam to help their parents pay foramajpn courses or other study tools if the
child’s school district has not made an approphmitgram available. Swift will file legislation to
launch this grant program, which will be administéby the Department of Education.

Teachers

To support new teachers, Governor Swift also atked.egislature to approve $2.5 million from
her budget to match the state’s most experiencaghézs with first-year teachers. These mentor
educators will receive a stipend to provide experéind guidance to the newest teachers.

Michigan

Accountability

Michigan's pioneering school report card is nowriowed with the first-ever independent audit of
the state’s public schools. Available online, then8ard & Poors’ School Evaluation Services
(SES) report analyzes more than 1400 fields ofrin&dion regarding each of 554 districts.
Information is collected for six broad categori@asademic performance, school spending, return
on resources, learning environment, financial emritent, and demographic environment. SES
is a powerful new web-based information and denisi@aking tool for educators, parents,
policymakers, and others committed to improvingdtate's schools. It shows readers how a
school district's academic performance, school ediperes, and other factors compare to the
district over time, to the state average, and tghimring districts. In addition, districts can
compare their performance to that of "peer" digricThrough these comparisons, users can
easily spot trends, highlight successful practiaesl, detect vulnerabilities that may need further
attention. The project has the support of Michi@avernor John Engler and the state education
commissioner, as well as educational professicaralisbusiness groups that were involved in the
project's Advisory Group. Developed over four gedéine S&P site cost Michigan $2 million to
construct, and will cost an additional $8 millianrhaintain over the next four years.

Technology

Governor Engler announced a statewide programatitigtrovide education institutions in
Michigan with free access to more than 700 comprgtieted and professional development
courses. Dubbed the Information Technology Tranimitiative, the program will make free
online training available through Michigan Virtuahiversity to as many as 850,000 faculty, staff
and students in Michigan’s K-12, university, andnoounity college systems. It will also make
the courses available free to as many as 25,000if4in workers. NETg (National Education
Training Group), a worldwide leader in providindearning solutions for businesses, has been
selected to provide the courses in informationnetigy (IT), management and communications
skills. So far, Michigan’s program is the largeationwide in its scope.

Minnesota
Accountability
A new seventh-grade basic skills test was apprex@dh will include questions measuring

students’ computation skills without using a cadtaf. Parents will have increased access to the
statewide tests their students take.
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Finance

A tax bill signed by Governor Jesse Ventura oblidpesstate to take over a portion of public
school costs now borne by local property taxesmétmvners across Minnesota will get an
average tax cut of 22.4 percent. State incomesaled taxes will pay for 78 percent of total
public school costs, up from 66 percent, leavinggrapproved special levies as the only
property taxes going to schools. A new statewidg@e@rty tax on cabins and business property
will be imposed, and inflationary growth in thax t&ill be dedicated to education.

The general education funding formula increasegt 1 @er pupil spending, or about 2.6
percent, during each year of the biennium.

Teachers
$8 million has been earmarked to help school distdevelop new pay schedules for teachers
beyond the current approach that bases salaridgegrears of experience and level of education.

School boards must prove that any new two-yearlabeements fit within district budgets
during the biennium. They also must estimate tleienues and expenditures the following year.
The state also waives a $25 per student penalgistnicts that don't settle by January 15, 2002.

Mississippi

Higher Education

Governor Ronnie Musgrove introduced members oStieering Committee for Mississippi's
Leadership Summit on Higher Education; the commiitecharged with developing a vision for
Mississippi higher education. Mississippi was @by the Association of Governing Boards of
Universities and Colleges as the first state tallsolch a leadership summit.

Governor Musgrove called upon the parties to therdyigher-education discrimination lawsuit
to negotiate a settlement to the 25 year-old caeinitiated a dialogue that has resulted in a
proposed Settlement Agreement supported by thetiifaiand defendants. The Settlement
Agreement includes over $500 million for faciliti@sd programs at the three historically
African-American universities over a 17-year periedceeding the requirements prescribed by
the federal courts.

Teachers

Governor Musgrove won removal of the state’s 5 @etrgrowth trigger — a provision that tied
teacher pay raises to at least 5 percent econamitty— during a 2001 special legislative
session. The teacher salary bill, passed in 20@@jdes for $337.9 million to raise Mississippi
teacher pay to the Southeastern average by theZbschool year.

Technology

In his state-of-the-state address, Governor Musgpremised to ensure Internet-accessible
computers in every public elementary and seconclassroom in Mississippi by the end of 2002.
More than half the machines are being installesthools across the state in 2001.
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Missouri

Accountability

Building on the district report card requirementigsouri’'s Outstanding Schools Act of 1993,
Governor Bob Holden proposed that the state prosddaol-level report cards to parents, school
patrons, taxpayers, and their communities. Newl28@islation provides for parents to receive a
concise document that includes understandable &yah student and school academic
performance. These data will include informationctassroom conditions, teacher
gualifications, class size, school safety, graduadind dropout rates, local tax rates, and the
amount of money spent for each child’s education.

Governor Holden signed legislation that focusetherfundamental importance of reading and
clarified existing legislation that was designegtevent “social promotion” in public schools.
The new law requires students to be retained fafiguhe fourth grade if they have not made
sufficient progress toward reading at grade leViedlso requires school districts to develop
individualized “Reading Improvement Plans” for sats reading more than one year below their
grade level and ensures that they receive additieading instruction.

Character Education
The General Assembly approved Governor Holden'sgsal to fund $1.0 million to expand
Missouri’s character education initiative for schdistricts.

Early Childhood Education

Missouri will follow Governor Holden’s recommendatti to use part of the state’s tobacco
settlement funds to enhance efforts to ensureetkexty child has quality early childhood care and
education by providing $14.4 million in new resasdor successful programs, including: $6.1
million to increase the number of at-risk familsesved by Parents as Teachers, $3.5 million to
increase access to child care for low-income waykamilies, $1.6 million for the Early Head
Start Program, $1.1 million for grants to commuwestio meet locally identified needs, and
$852,950 to expand successful nurse home visitatiograms.

Finance

Despite a drop in revenue and budget reductiossnme areas, Governor Holden requested and
the General Assembly approved a $78 million ina@ead-iscal Year 2002 to fully fund
Missouri’s equity formula and At-Risk Program, lging the total funding to over $2 billion.

Higher Education

Governor Holden also requested funds from Misseuabacco settlement for higher education.
Included in the programs approved by the Generaédwbly were $3.4 million for the University

of Missouri medical school to fund a telemedicimej@ct that will allow specialized medical care
and resources to be available throughout the #tedagh the power of advanced communication
technology. Also funded was $21.6 million for Igeiences research grants and related expenses.
This funding will support medical research and d@mament in both public and private

institutions of higher education in Missouri.
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Montana

Curriculum

Governor Judy Martz of Montana earmarked $120,008he biennium to help incorporate
information about American Indians into state ediocastandards and improve communication
between the American Indian community and educators

Finance

Governor Martz signed legislation increasing tlaess BASE aid to local school districts by
$26.5 million over the biennium, along with increasn state support of special education and
school facility costs. The Governor also signedslagjon creating a new “flexible spending”
fund for local districts, with state aid of $5 rol dollars directed toward assisting districtshwit
items such as technology enhancements, suppliesatatials, and salary enhancements. The
state’s total distribution to local school distsidor the next biennium will be nearly $ 1 billion.

Governor Martz signed legislation calling for anjoéxecutive/legislative branch study of
Montana’s school funding mechanism, which centangdly on student enroliment. The current
system was designed and implemented nearly a degadduring a period of expanding
enroliments, and the state is now dealing withidexj enrollment.

Teachers

In an effort to recruit and retain high qualityd¢bars in Montana, the Governor introduced
legislation, which was passed and signed, thatigesva $3000 stipend for teachers who secure
National Board for Professional Teaching Standaedtfication.

Nebraska

Early Childhood Education

The Nebraska budget dedicated over $3 million dolever the biennium to accomplish the
proposed expansion of the Department of Educatigarsy Childhood Projects and other
recommendations. This represents a significamease over last year's $560,000 budget.

Governor Mike Johanns signed legislation that enstommendations of his Early Childhood
Interagency Team. The new legislation replacestieg early childhood pilot projects with an
Early Childhood Education Grant Program, desigoeaisist local programs. These standards
will include specific requirements for child-to-Hteatios, staff education and training, group

size, and health and safety measures. Local pregnaust also implement language development
and early literacy activities and establish an satyi body that includes participating families and
community members. Programs receiving early chiddhgrants will be required to use sliding

fee payment schedules for parents of children ditbgrthe programs.

Finance
The state’s K-12 budget for FY 2002 was increasetid§o, to $821 million.

Governance

The State created an Education Roundtable thapwailide a broader and more in-depth
examination of school issues. The 36-member paitidbe co-chaired by the Governor and
Commissioner of Education, and will include repreasives of business, local communities,
higher education, the legislature, state educassociations, the state board of education,
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education service units, and the Nebraska Infoonafiechnology Commission. The roundtable
will provide annual recommendations to the legiskat the state board, and the Governor’'s
policy research office.

Higher Education

Governor Johanns approved an increase of over $2i6i6n dollars in higher education in the
first year of the budget, and $29.4 million addethie second year. The increases represent the
largest increase in investment in higher educatiddebraska in the past decade.

Teachers

Governor Johanns signed a bill into law just halhaur after it received the final legislative vote
in order to help the family of a dying schoolteacfAdne measure increases teacher retirement
benefits and went into effect immediately afteraluis’ signature.

Governor Johanns signed a bill that exempts catefidar entry-level teacher or administrator
licensing from the basic skills competency examameaif the candidates meet certain criteria. A
candidate is exempt if he or she has a teachiaglministration certificate from another state
based on completion of a teacher education prograirhas three or more years of experience.
A candidate with current credentials from a natio@profit organization such as the National
Board for Professional Teaching Standards is atemet from the basic skills testing
requirement. The bill also repealed a requirerfamthe State Department of Education to
administer the basic skills examination for prosiwedeachers and administrators from outside
the state.

The Attracting Excellence to Teaching Program watatdished and funded to provide loan
forgiveness for teacher education students thahteedesignated shortage subject areas in
Nebraska.

Nevada

Programs
An interim legislative committee in Nevada appro$d7 million for efforts to boost
performance in ailing schools through remediakragichool, or summer programs.

Governor Kenny Guinn has approved a bill requitimg state Board of Education and the Board
of Trustees of each school district to adopt pei@ncouraging effective involvement by parents
and families in the education of their children.

School Safety

Governor Guinn has approved a bill that prohibasassment or intimidation in public schools.
The bill defines intimidation as conduct that “pesethreat of immediate harm or actually inflicts
harm to another person or to the property of amgikeson.” It requires school personnel to
demonstrate appropriate behavior on school prenaiséso help create a safe, respectful learning
environment for students.

Teachers

Governor Guinn will offer new Nevada teachers adf2@ecruitment bonus this fall; he has also
promised current teachers a 5 percent bonus this fa
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The Governor signed a bill requiring school digtrito account for previous experience for
teachers or administrators formerly employed bytls@roNevada school district. It also allows
districts to award credit toward compensation éarching service earned in another state if the
standards for licensing teachers of that state haee approved.

New Hampshire

Accountability

The budget includes funding to support the devekgrof competency-based transcripts in
school districts throughout New Hampshire. The N#ampshire Department of Education, the
University System of New Hampshire, local distrjeted business leaders have been working for
five years, on a pilot project scale, to put incel@ompetency-based assessments and transcripts
that will better ensure students are gaining thiéssdnd knowledge in middle and high school

that they will need to excel in post-secondary etioa and the new economy. The new state
funding, totaling $500,000 over the biennium, atdfer the expansion of the program into

school districts across New Hampshire.

Early Childhood Education

Governor Jeanne Shaheen signed legislation exigtidinKindergarten Incentive Program (KIP)
through 2004 to ensure that incentives for estaiplisstate-approved, public-funded
kindergartens in New Hampshire school districtsaenn place. Since the Governor first
enacted KIP in 1997, 36 districts have implemepigtalic kindergarten and enrolled a total of
4,400 additional children. The extension of KIfjeh was scheduled to sunset in 2002, leaves
the incentives in place for the 20 districts stdkking local approval to establish kindergarten
programs.

Governor Shaheen signed a budget that includeebemmended $1.1 million in home-visiting
services for at-risk children up to one-year-oltde3e funds will provide low-income families the
educational, parenting, and health supports they teraise healthy children who will arrive at
school ready and eager to learn.

New Hampshire’s budget includes funding Governat&en’s recommendation to establish the
Family and Child Development Center at the New Hsinme Technical Institute (NHTI) in
Concord, New Hampshire. The Center will serve Ebachool for NHTI students pursuing
degrees in early childhood education. It is thly &nown lab school in the country that focuses
explicitly on family child care and features a slaom set up like a family child care home,
where child development students can practice wgriith multi-age groups in a simulated
living room/den-kitchen setting. The center idyfwbired for distance education so family child
care providers can take advantage of learning oppities at the Center from remote locations.
More than half of the children in child care in Nelampshire are cared for in family child care
homes.

Finance

Governor Shaheen secured $882 million for 2002%&89 million for 2003 for the state’s
schools, a $120 million increase over the previ@aanium. The funding ensures that New
Hampshire meets its constitutional obligation uralstate Supreme Court decision to fund the
cost of an adequate education for every child énstiate.
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Higher Education

Governor Shaheen secured $500,000 in the nextibidrnudget to launch the Granite State
Scholars Program. Matched pgivate donations, this program will provide scshaps to New
Hampshire students based on need who excel insoigbol, and who choose to attend one of the
state’s public colleges. The program is desigoesteém the “brain drain” the state experiences
from high-achieving New Hampshire students accggtigher financial aid offers from out-of-
state colleges.

Governor Shaheen approved a doubling of the St Incentive Grants Program to provide
$6 million in need-based aid to students who cowldotherwise afford college.

Governor Shaheen achieved her recommended 5 pancesdise in funding per annum for the
University System of New Hampshire institutions &190 million in capital budget

appropriations to fund critical capital projectsstgpport science and engineering programs on the
USNH campuses.

Leadership

The biennial budget included over $4 million in diimg to sustain and grow Governor Shaheen’s
Best Schools Leadership Program. Best Schoods flinded in 1998, provides technical
assistance and support to more than half of Newgdaire’s schools. Schools enrolled in the
program engage in a three-year leadership develapame capacity-building program that helps
them identify student performance goals and takiersto achieve those goals.

Technology

Governor Shaheen signed legislation requiring Nempishire’s public higher education study
committee to explore the feasibility of grantingtstfranchise rights to providers of online
education courses.

New Jersey

Early Childhood

Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco launched a $5 miliicentive program to help recruit 400
pre-school teachers in financially needy, urbatridis throughout New Jersey. Incentives
include a first-year cash recruitment bonus of 83,®r new teachers and $6,000 for "high
achievers" -- those college graduates with grade pwerages above 3.0. Non-cash rewards
ranging between $6,500 and $10,000 will be givesr dour years for those teachers who remain
in an Abbott pre-school program during this tinfghese funds can be used to forgive student
loans or for graduate education tuition at any Neveey college or university. Newly recruited
teachers will also receive a laptop computer ireptd help them become more comfortable with
using computers in the classroom.

Teachers

Governor DiFrancesco’s Agenda for Excellence indadion outlines initiatives that will begin to
address New Jersey's commitment to teacher queditgntion, and training, improved school
facilities, and student and teacher recruitmenufban communities. The state budget provides
$8 million to pay for mentor teachers’ stipends ar®b million incentive package to help urban
districts recruit more preschool teachers. Neweleis offering cash recruitment incentives of as
much as $6,000 for first-year teachers who areegelgraduates with GPAs over 3.0, as well as
non-cash rewards, such as laptop computers anddorss of student loans.
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The Governor also announced the awardees of theh&@e&ffectiveness Grants, a $3 million
program aimed at preparing new teachers and entgatia skills of existing teachers.

New Mexico

Early Childhood Education

New Mexico’s Full-Day Kindergarten Program phaseyiacess was accelerated from five to
four years to help school districts and communisiesve children in schools with a high
proportion of at-risk students.

Finance

Governor Gary E. Johnson approved a pre-K-12 buofg&t.8 billion, resulting in a 9 percent
increase of $149 million in education funding. Thalget includes an increase of $4.3 million to
a previous $17 million to accelerate the implemtoreof all-day kindergarten. The Governor
also signed a bill that distributes $400 milliom ézhool repair or renovation, and a bill to
provide mentorship for beginning teachers.

Governor Johnson approved funds for the secondepdfess public school accounting system that
will enable the immediate tracking of dollars fastdcts and allow financial and instructional
adjustments to be made at a more efficient pace.

Literacy
Governor Johnson helped New Mexico establish iddigiized reading programs for those
students who fail to meet grade-level reading steohsl

School Construction
The state approved a $608 million appropriationyelt as criteria and procedures for funding
public school capital outlay projects, to fix omstruct educational environments.

Teachers

Governor Johnson created the Beginning Teachersdvidmp Program to provide up to three
years of systematic support to ensure the consteuevaluation and success of beginning
teachers.

The state implemented Alternative Educational @Gedatiion to award appropriate certificates for
degreed individuals, educational assistants, aoiggsional development courses through two-
year institutions of higher learning.

Technology

Governor Johnson expanded New Mexico’s Virtual Higinool Program by developing and
implementing courses for students in need, inclygiudents in rural schools with limited
teacher resources and students statewide who fieghtives to traditional curricula.
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New York

Programs

Governor George Pataki joined with philanthropisb@e Soros to urge the New York State
Legislature to double state allocations for afteeml programs to $30 million, a pledge the
Governor made in his 2001 State of the State agddi@svernor Pataki reiterated his five-year
goal of making funding possible for any schoolhe state that wants an Advantage After-School
program. Soros founded The After-School CorporafltASC), which provides matching funds
for half the state’s after-school programs throagiartnership with the state.

North Carolina

Character Education

Governor Michael F. Easley signed legislation thiegcts local boards of education to develop
and implement character education programs and atlogent dress codes. It also directs the
State Board of Education to modify the high schayal middle school curriculum to include
instruction in civic and citizenship education. 8ehsystems must implement character
education programs by the 2002-03 school year.

ClassSze
Governor Easley signed a budget that includes #Biomover two years for targeted class size
reduction in grades K-3.

Early Childhood
Governor Easley signed a bill creating “More At Eba pilot pre-kindergarten program for at-
risk four-year-olds.

Programs

Governor Easley announced that $8 million in gravilisgo to alternative learning programs and
other programs that help at-risk youth. The Goeegrigned legislation that allows the North
Carolina Board of Education, in cooperation with epartment of Juvenile Justice and
Superintendent of Public Instruction, to estabéighilot program for short-term suspended
students. The participating systems will plac&stis who are suspended for 10 days or less in
alternative learning programs, day reporting center other similar supervised day programs
during their suspension.

Teachers

The state budget signed by Governor Easley incladepercent increase in teacher salaries, a
$100 expense account for teachers to pay for fplicreased funding for teacher training and
enhancement programs, and bonuses for teachermesioor exceed performance goals in the
state’s educational accountability program.

Governor Easley signed legislation that grants schoards the ability to hire new
superintendents who have leadership experiencldlueducational degrees. The State Board of
Education can set minimum requirements to qualifyliaants without direct education
experience.
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North Dakota

Finance

Governor John Hoeven provided $54 million in insegheducation funding. Of that, $35 million
will be allocated to teacher compensation, resglitinan average increase of $3,000 per teacher
over the next two years. These resources areasedeby $19 million in foundation aid
payments that may be used for compensation.

Governor Hoeven increased tuition apportionmer® million, funded through the common
schools trust fund.

Higher Education

Governor Hoeven approved legislation that givetestalleges and universities more flexibility

in their spending and also emphasizes the stabesnitment to combining technology with

higher education. Flexible spending allows theostdhto retain and reallocate tuition dollars and
other revenue generated to enhance the educatiooutum in response to the market. The State
Board of Higher Education will have the discrettorenhance quality education, workforce
development and workforce training.

As proposed in his 2000 campaign, Governor Hoeebieaed more federal funds for higher
education research. Additionally, the Governorrapged an increase in funding from the
Experimental Programs to Stimulate Competitive Rege(EPSCoR), a program of the National
Science Foundation designed to strengthen sciemtéeahnology research which then can be
used to increase the state’s economic growth. fliding was doubled from $2 million to $4
million.

Fpoecial Needs
Governor Hoeven increased the amount of stateod6%2, 250 to provide resources for districts
that have students with limited English proficiency

Teachers

To recruit qualified teachers to North Dakota, Goee Hoeven added $250,000 for state-
financed repayments for student loans incurred dgttiNDakota students who agree to teach in
grades or content areas identified as having teatioetages. The base salary for new teachers
was increased to $18,500 in the first year andGEEDin the second. The Governor also
dedicated $120,000 for teachers who enroll in @sits undergo retraining into other grade or
subject areas.

Technology
Governor Hoeven established technology fundinditag&9 million, which includes wiring
schools to a statewide high-speed data network.

Governor Hoeven led North Dakota to establish tetdgy scholarships for the new economy.
These scholarships grant students $5,000 in pahstpdent loan repayments if they pursue
studies in technology and stay in North Dakota iechnology-related job. The legislation
provides $3,000 in student loan forgiveness taeittand retain faculty who are obtaining
doctoral degrees. Governor Hoeven also signedl&min he proposed to ensure that all schools
are wired to the statewide high-speed data network.

Page 29



Governor Hoeven supported an increase of $7.5amitlh begin implementation of a software
package to help streamline the university systatnident records and will help the campuses
compete nationally for students seeking online atioc. The software enhances efficiencies in
college record keeping and allows the universtieshare financial, payroll and personnel
information.

Ohio

Accountability

Governor Bob Taft signed legislation directing Btate Board of Education to develop statewide
academic standards for grades K-12 in readingingritnath, science and social studies. The bill
also requires the board to adopt a model curricidligned with these academic standards.

Finance

Governor Bob Taft approved a $45 billion two-yeadget, which includes a $1.4 billion
increase in primary and secondary education owebignnium. The budget increased per pupil
spending amounts by 12.1% immediately, to $4,812D2 and $4,949 in 2003. Another $300
million was also included to fund the next instaim of a $10 billion school construction
initiative.

Oklahoma

Accountability

Governor Frank Keating signed legislation whichanqts the state’s testing program by
requiring students in grades 1-3 to be assesdéd aeginning of each school year for basic
reading and language skills. It establishes awide goal that 90 percent of third-graders will
read at or above grade-level by spring 2007. ahedlso requires schools to provide instruction
to assure that all elementary school students exghibnics-based reading skills.

Finance

The FY 2002 state budget signed by Governor Kegttingides $64 million in new money for K-
12 education, increasing total funding to more th2million. The Governor supported $100
million in new funding.

The Governor also supported and signed a billab#torizes the state’s office of accountability
to conduct a performance review of the effectiverasl efficiency of the operations of school
districts which have administrative costs aboveegpenditure limits.

Oregon

Early Childhood Education

Oregon's pre-Kindergarten program will be exparategdart of Governor John Kitzhaber's
Oregon Children's Plan (OCP). OCP is designedduigle a system of supports to first-born
children, beginning at birth. It is estimated t6&8t60% of all eligible children will be served by
the end of the 2001-03 budget period. The OCPypigicks on the federal Head Start program.

Page 30



Finance

Oregon changed the decision-making processes @nlsteel K-12 finance issues. The
Governor’s Quality Education Commission validated eefines a model for state-level school
funding decisions based on “protoype” elementatgdhe and high schools. The model
determines the types of resources (including costsiled at these levels to support 90% of
students achieving to the state’s standards avwsugrade levels. The Governor's proposed K-12
budget of $5.2 billion for 2001-03 survived virtlyaihtact, and includes $220 million for the
phase-in of the Commission’s model.

Higher Education
Governor Kitzhaber secured $45 million to addresslement growth needs for 2001-03.

As part of Governor Kitzhaber's recommended budtet| egislature passed proposals to
increase the number of engineering graduates dallisk a top-tier engineering school in
Oregon. In addition, the Governor's proposal fapsut the establishment of a branch campus of
Oregon State University in Central Oregon (a fasixgng area of the state without a four-year
college or university) was funded.

Pennsylvania

Accountability

The Pennsylvania State Board of Education apprév@dperformance levels that were designed
to measure student achievement on the Pennsyl8gsteam of School Assessment (PSSA). The
performance levels will provide parents, studesutsl teachers with a clearer description of
students’ performance on the PSSA and a bettapietation of what the assessment scores
really mean. The performance levels will also bedito identify students who may be in need of
additional academic instruction. The new perforogalevels will be applied to the 2001 test
scores, which will be released in fall 2001.

In May 2001, Governor Tom Ridge signed legislafiana $30 million Educational Improvement
Tax Credit program. Under this plan, corporatioeteive credit against their state taxes of 75
cents for every dollar they donate to improve etlanaand 90 cents on the dollar if the donation
is a two-year commitment.

Programs

As part of former Governor Ridge’s Project for Coomity Building, over $400,000 was
allocated for organizations throughout Pennsylvémiaducation mentoring programs. The
project, which began in 1997, aims to link studevits caring, responsible individuals who will
help students improve school attendance and acadeaievement. The funding is available to
nonprofit, community-based organizations that eimt@r partnerships with schools to develop or
expand education mentoring programs.

As part of Governor Ridge’s education reforms, $28illion was appropriated for the Education
Support Services Program. This program will previignding for eligible students to purchase
tutoring services in math and reading from a rasfg@oviders. Students in the third, fourth and
fifth grades that do not perform above an estabtidbvel on a national norm-referenced test or
the Pennsylvania State School Assessment willigibkel to apply for up to $500 to purchase
tutoring services in math and reading.
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Governor Ridge announced 37 Environmental Educa@iants that total nearly $300,000. The
grants will promote environmental stewardship awdraness and help fund teacher training in
areas such as land-use, watershed, and generadranental education. School districts, private
schools, colleges and nonprofit groups with edooatind conservation missions are eligible for
the grants. Funding is provided through a pergentd the fines and penalties collected by the
state Department of Environmental Protection.

Teachers

In the 2001-2002 school year, Pennsylvania willihegsessing public school teachers in math
and reading. The assessments will help guide gsafeal development at the individual, district,
and state level.

Technology

Governor Ridge set aside an additional $5 millmhelp Pennsylvania’s first two “Digital
School Districts” continue to serve next year agHiech education centers and models for the
nation. The Governor’s Digital School District iaiive will transform two Pennsylvania school
districts into 2% century education centers that incorporate tedyyadinto every aspect of
learning, in an effort to dramatically improve thay children learn. An additional $5 million
investment will enable Pennsylvania to select twvawenDistricts during the next fiscal year.
There will also be a half-million-dollar investménthelping District finalists upgrade their
technology.

As part of former Governor Ridge’s Link-to-Learnuedtion technology initiative, 21 public and
private colleges and universities will receive mg&6 million in grants to expand and strengthen
information technology training for all of theitustents. The funds will reinforce courses in
computer science, network engineering and telecamwuations, as well as teach students how
the use of technology has spread to many non-témimespecific fields. The grants will also be
used for professional development of faculty, inweraents on technology infrastructure,
increased access for students, and to establistepsttips with businesses and K-12 schools.

Rhodeldand

School Safety

A special legislative task force was created toettgyva comprehensive strategy to deal with the
threat of school violence. In addition, schoolritiss must develop school safety plans and
school emergency response plans to effectivelygueefor violence and other emergencies

Teacher Quality

Retired teachers may substitute teach for up @98 in any one school year without a reduction
of retirement benefit. Teacher assistant subsestutho work for more that 20 days during any
one school year must meet the requirements of pentdeacher assistants.
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South Carolina

Finance

Governor Jim Hodges won passage of his lottery lentplegislation. All the revenue from the
state lottery will be used for educational purposElse allocation was not finalized this year, but
there is general agreement that most of the moiilegavto funding college scholarships. There
will be a strong emphasis on access and opportunity

Governor Hodges vetoed the General Assembly’stoutse K-12 and higher education budgets.

Teachers

Governor Hodges achieved success towards reaclsr@dte of the State goal of moving teacher
salaries to the national average by 2006. The @eAssembly approved a raise for teachers of
$1,432, putting South Carolina at $593 above thet®astern average.

South Dakota

Higher Education

Governor William J. Janklow and South Dakota’s Rerh State University (NSU) President
John Hilpert announced plans to make NSU a naticeratier for distance education. The NSU
Center for Statewide E-Learning will increase thailability of qualified teachers, with an
emphasis on placing student teachers in rural ahefsing to ensure all South Dakota public
school students have access to courses they npeeptare for higher education. The center will
train teachers and school staff in using distamceation technology, provide courses to school
districts via video-conferencing, and provide aBWl students with instructional and distance
technology skills to use technology in the workplac

Programs
Governor Janklow signed a bill providing $1 milliongrants to out-of-school time programs in
South Dakota.

Technology

Governor Janklow negotiated deals to buy 16,040 Gateway and Apple desktop computers for
South Dakota's K-12 public schools in time for 2081 school year. The deal will provide one
new computer for approximately every eight studemtsch, combined with current machines,
creates a ratio of one computer to every 2.3 Sbattota students. The additional computers
allow 44 percent of the state’s students to beimamdimultaneously.

Tennessee

Curriculum

Governor Don Sundquist signed legislation that iregupublic schools to include a curriculum
component on personal finance education to helgestis develop an understanding of money,
credit, budgets, and financial planning. The stxpartment of Education will provide the
curriculum for the K-12 personal finance education.
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Programs

Governor Sundquist signed into law his readingatiite, a three-year plan that assigns reading
teachers to work with other K-8 classroom teachadsstudents on reading diagnostics and
instruction after attending 7 day reading instsutén the fall of 2001, the state will provide @
for a pilot competitive grant program to provide3kReading Teachers to up to 100 schools with
low reading scores. In the fall of 2002, anothatprogram will be started for 100 Reading
Teachers for grades K-6, and in 2003, a pilot @ogwill start for grades K-8. Schools that do
not obtain a Reading Teacher will have funding lade to provide reading coaches for K-8
students. These coaches will be full-time teachwas will receive a stipend to train teachers on
the best methods for teaching reading and to leglghiers diagnose reading problems in children.
Coaches will also assist in training volunteersrfithe community to provide one-on-one reading
time for children.

Texas

Early Childhood Education

Texas Governor Rick Perry signed legislation thlaties districts to offer free, half-day pre-
kindergarten to children who are at least age 4vamaldo not know English, are educationally
disabled, or are homeless. Districts are not redup provide transportation, but transportation
costs are included in the funding. If constructiddmew classroom facilities is required, the
district can request a waiver for building new fitieis.

Higher Education

Governor Perry signed legislation creating Towaxddlience, Access, and Success (TEXAS)
Grant Il, which will provide grants for eligibleugtents attending technical institutes, junior
colleges and public state colleges within Texalgiltlity for the TEXAS Grant Il is based upon
demonstrated financial need. Furthermore, funtbngnother grant program was tripled to
nearly $300 million for 2002-03. The increaseddimg will allow 65,000 additional Texans the
opportunity to earn a college degree at a four-yresitution.

Teachers

Governor Perry signed legislation creating the Miaktath Initiative, a grant program to improve
math instruction. The $30 million initiative wil&ablish a Master Mathematics Teacher
Certification Program, modeled after a state pnogra certify master reading teachers that began
last year. Master teachers will receive annual beswf $5,000 if they teach at high-need schools
and mentor other educators. The initiative alsa$uprofessional development workshops for
math teachers in grades 5-8, creates a diagnostitothelp educators assess students' math
skills, and authorizes school districts to credtieraschool and summer math instruction

programs for students that need additional help.

Utah

Accountability

The emerging Utah Performance Assessment Syste8tiddents (U-PASS) received an
enhancement to complete the development of critegterenced tests at all grade levels, and to
provide an additional $10 million for teacher imgee training in the assessment system process.
The test of basic skills, which all students mwstsoin order to qualify for the standard high
school diploma, was piloted this spring and willfolly implemented next school year.
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Charter Schools

Governor Michael O. Leavitt signed a bill that remas the pilot status of the state’s charter
school program, expands the number of authorizad@hschools, and allows local school
boards to sponsor public charter schools.

Finance
The Utah budget provides $1.71 billion in stateding for K-12 education, an increase of 5.2%.

With supplemental funding for FY 2001 and budgdtartements for FY 2002, state funds for
public education increased by $141.9 million, af Bercent. Major increases included $89.6
million for the equity-driven Minimum School Progna$23.8 million to help replace outdated
and badly worn textbooks, and $8 million in addiabmatching funds for local property tax
levies — particularly in districts where properdx tvalues are low relative to the number of
students. A substantial amount of funding was @mpated as block grants, which provide local
school districts with greater autonomy with resgegtrograms and offerings.

Teachers
Governor Leavitt proposed and signed a 6% increaspending on teacher salaries.

The Governor signed the Teacher Quality Amendmentemprehensive state policy on teacher
recruitment, licensure, professional developmemd, evaluation. The intent of this legislation is
to ensure that every classroom is staffed by g&eskitaring, and effective teacher.

Technology

Governor Leavitt obtained $9.9 million in fundirgrepare, attract, retain and retrain highly
qualified teachers of mathematics, physical scieand computer science. As part of the
Governor’'s campaign to double the number of engingeand computer science graduates
within fours years, the funding will be availabtethose who commit to teaching in Utah'’s public
schools for a minimum of four years. The Goversanitiative also accelerated construction of
science and engineering facilities at state higldeication institutions and provided incentives for
engineering, computer science, and related tecgpdbzulty, as wells a student loan and loan
forgiveness program.

With strong leadership from Governor Leavitt, légfion was adopted to establish a new Utah
College of Applied Technology (UCAT). There wika governing board for the UCAT and
local boards of trustees for each of nine regiapglied technology colleges under the UCAT
umbrella. The new statewide system will be coatdid with public and higher education to
ensure that competency-based technology educatjomovided efficiently to both adults and
secondary competency school students throughoutaite The plan also provides for the
development of a competency-based high schoolmigl@nd a competency-based Associate of
Applied Technology degree that will be transferabl®&tah institutions of higher education.
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Vermont

Programs

Governor Howard Dean, M.D., signed legislation tnathorizes schools to offer American Sign
Language (ASL) as a course for foreign languageditcrd he Board of Education will establish
licensing credentials for ASL teachers, and the @@sioner of Education will encourage
postsecondary institutions to accept secondarysd kL credits as foreign language credits.

Virginia

Higher Education

Governor James S. Gilmore announced the sale girvar College Building Authority bonds,
providing $65.8 million in additional resources #rginia’s institutions of higher education.
The bonds will provide $18.5 million in funding foapital projects and $47.3 million for the
acquisition of instructional and research equipment

Technology

Through the Governor’s Innovative Technology in Eation Award, Virginia and America On
Line (AOL) partnered to recognize teachers andiypmedia specialists in Virginia’'s public
schools who have developed innovative and effectses for technology in instruction. Award
recipients representing eight Superintendent’s &tediStudy Groups received unrestricted
awards of $1,000 from AOL.

Governor Gilmore committed $3 million to a partripswith PowerUp to provide technology
resources in community and education-based locti®owerUp is a nonprofit group, organized
and operated for the purpose of assisting undeedgrouth to obtain the skills, experiences and
resources required to succeed in the digital agaol100 PowerUp centers will be opened in
disadvantaged communities in 2001, making Virgine@mmitment the largest public sector
grant received by PowerUp since its founding.

Governor Gilmore awarded $18 million dollars inftrology research grants to Virginia’s
colleges and universities. Research universitms facross the Commonwealth received funds
from the Commonwealth Technology Research Func flihd was created last year to help
Virginia’'s colleges and universities vie compe#tdiy for federal and private research grants and
to increase technological and economic developinevirginia through investment in higher
education funding.

Virginia is the first state to partner with Ameri€a Line (AOL) in its innovative
AOL@SCHOOL program. AOL@SCHOOL is a free onlinarléng tool designed to help
schools make the interactive Internet medium a raffextive part of the classroom experience.

Washington
Accountability
To assist low-performing schools, the SuperintehdéRublic Instruction will conduct

educational audits and enter performance agreeméthtschool districts based on the findings
of the audit and input from the community.
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Classsize
Funding of $85.7 million was provided to keep teneitment to smaller classes and extended
learning opportunities in public schools.

Higher Education

The Technology Institute at the University of Wagfton, Tacoma, was established to rapidly
increase the number of graduates from the uniyg&ssibmputing and software systems program,
and to prepare community and technical studerttsisfer to the Institute.

Governor Gary Locke approved the use of $11.2 onilin new funding to pay for Promise
Scholarships, which are awarded to the top 15 peafegraduating high school students (or
those who scored at least 1200 on the SAT), whoraket certain income criteria.

Leadership

Governor Locke provided new funding to a progrartram and develop school principals. The
school principal support program pairs new prinkspeth mentors for up to three years and
assists the new principals in developing an indigltzed professional growth plan.

Programs

Governor Locke provided funding for the continuataf the Washington Reading Corps
program. This program is a unique collaboratiotwisen schools, community groups, and
business. Community volunteers provide tutoringeading for low-performing students in
grades K-6.

Governor Locke approved a funding increase foMiaéh Helping Corps program. The program
assigns mathematics school-improvement speciatist®rk with low performing schools that
have requested assistance.

Governor Locke approved the use of $1.8 millioagsist school districts participating in the
Pacific Science Center's Leader Assistance fom8ei&ducation Reform program. The program
helps school districts implement an inquiry-basé®, science program.

School Safety

Governor Locke approved funding for all schooliis$ to be used for making schools safer.
Districts are encouraged to use these funds td@@eemprehensive school-based safety plans
that include prevention, intervention, and hazaisi&response and recovery elements.

Governor Locke approved $500,000 for the creaticm mrogram that will train school districts to
prevent bullying and harassment. The SuperinterafePtiblic Instruction will develop a model
bullying and harassment prevention policy and aissate this information to school districts.

Teachers

Governor Locke signed legislation that offers alédive routes to teaching certification,
providing a state investment in addressing teashertages. The bill is designed to attract mid-
career professionals into teaching, especiallpénfields of math and science. Through flexible
coursework and training provided at night and oekeads, these individuals can continue their
employment and complete a teaching internship aviskilled mentor teacher.

Governor Locke won approval for a bill that allodistricts to rehire newly retired teachers while
allowing them to collect their full pensions.
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Teacher salaries were increased by 3.7 percentrgaell by a voter-approved initiative.

Governor Locke approved the use of $2 million fhaol districts and universities to coordinate
teacher preparation programs that allow would-behters to work toward a teaching certificate
while learning from a skilled mentor teacher in thessroom.

West Virginia

Character Education

Governor Robert Wise passed a bill that establighetelines for character education in schools.
The bill requires that the State Board of Educatienelop a comprehensive plan for integrating
character education into the existing K-12 curaoul The bill also calls for in-service training
related to character education for teachers, amtlatas an independent evaluation of the
character education effort by September 2003. Gtnernor established "The Governor's Youth
in the Outdoors" program, which is designed to tgvskill-oriented outdoor programming for
West Virginia youth, and to promote a better uni@eding and appreciation of the state’s
conservation efforts, natural resources, and entient among students. The Governor’s Office
is working with the State’s Division of Natural Regces on this initiative.

Finance
Governor Wise allotted an additional $200 millionbe spent by the School Building Authority
over the next 10 years.

Governance

By Executive Order, Governor Wise created the Guwes P-20 Council of West Virginia,

which is designed to increase educational effigrearad effectiveness through collaboration
between the K-12 and higher education systems$ie Gouncil has already addressed the state’s
new K-12 assessment program and its relationshipltege and university admissions standards.

Higher Education

Governor Wise funded the PROMISE Scholarship Progeehich was created two years ago but
not allotted funding. The program encourages amérds student academic achievements,
promotes college attendance, and seeks to retadeatcally successful students in West
Virginia. Recipients of the scholarship receivi tiuition and fees to a West Virginia institution
of higher learning. The funding comes from videxker and other coin-based machines.

The Governor approved an additional $150 milliobéospent at colleges and state parks.
Governor Wise signed legislation creating the Cddac Community and Technical Colleges,
which is charged with developing a strategic planeixpanding and improving the state’s

community and technical college system.

The Governor signed legislation that establishedttest Virginia College Savings Plan, which
will serve as a complement to the state’s Prepaitioh Plan.

Programs

Governor Wise of created the Governor’'s Honors 8ktfos Math and Science out of the
remaining funds from his November 2000 inaugurati®he $440,000 remaining in the
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Inaugural Committee’s treasury will be placed spacial account designated for the Governor’s
School. The School will consist of two sessiorghetwo weeks in length, and will host a total
of 120 students in the seventh, eighth and nirgldes.

The Governor signed into law legislation that elsthlrd the West Virginia Holocaust Education
Commission. The Commission is responsible for jgliog professional development
opportunities for teachers in the area of Holocatslies, conducting tolerance workshops,
maintaining a lending library of Holocaust resouncaterials, and coordinating a statewide
Holocaust curriculum.

Teachers

Governor Wise provided funding for raises for Weéisginia teachers and school service
personnel. The Governor also approved annual lesnefs$2,500 for teachers who achieve
National Board for Professional Teaching Standasdsfication.

Governor Wise signed legislation that establistedMational Institute for Teaching Excellence
to enhance West Virginia’s ongoing teaching quaifprts. The Institute will invite top recent
graduates from teacher education programs in estatg to West Virginia for a week-long
institute to share and learn innovative teachinatesgies.

Governor Wise signed legislation that gives a $&@éntive to teachers who give written notice
by the end of the school year that they are natrpitey to return to the school district the
following year. The legislation also establishegaewide job bank to help recruit and reemploy
experienced teachers working outside of the educdiield who lose their jobs because of
layoffs. The Governor also approved a bill allogviretired teachers to work an unlimited
number of days as substitute teachers withoutag®df retirement benefits.

The Governor passed a measure requiring all pragpdeachers seeking licensure in West
Virginia to undergo a background check by the Fald@ureau of Investigation.

Wisconsin

Technology

Governor Scott McCallum secured more than $1.7anilin grants to be awarded to schools with
distance education networks that were installecentizan four years ago. The funds come from
the TEACH Wisconsin program, a five-year, $500 imillprogram that invests in technology for
Wisconsin schools. The grants from TEACH will heffset technology costs for 118 public
schools that installed high-speed Internet accefidlenotion video links prior to the formation

of the program in 1997. Schools can use the gtargay for Internet access, hardware, software
and other items for education technology.

Wyoming
Governor Jim Geringer signed legislation that resgipublic school districts to implement a

reading assessment for first and second graderggidSchools will be required to demonstrate
reading proficiency and provide remediation proggam
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Charter Schools
Governor Geringer signed into law legislation thpéns the availability of charter schools.

Programs

Governor Geringer received increased funding tg k&goming’s citizens’ professional and
vocational skill levels highly competitive througlorkforce development. Funding will be used
by companies and the state to upgrade employe#s’tskough training. Governor Geringer
supported the creation of a tuition assistancerpradgor the Wyoming National Guard to
improve skill and education levels and improve dkierall readiness of the National Guard.

Higher Education
Governor Geringer created a challenge endowmerdimmaibgram for the University of
Wyoming.

Teachers

Governor Geringer lead the development of strasefgiequality teaching during his term as the
chairman of the Education Commission of the Statesa member of the National Commission
on Mathematics and Science Teaching for the 21stu@g Geringer helped develop
recommendations to improve the quality of math seidnce teaching. Geringer has recently
joined the National Commission on Service-Learnimlich is working to increase the
prevalence of service-learning programs, a teadmiethod that combines service to the
community with K-12 curriculum.

Technology

Governor Geringer received funding to upgrade teldgy-training programs for teachers and to
implement quality professional development. Throtlgése programs, teachers will receive
additional instruction and hands-on experiencasdier to effectively use and integrate today's
technology and web based instruction into theissiaom activities.

The Wyoming Equality Network has connected nea@d® dchools and 92,000 students across
96,000 square miles of Wyoming via a telecommuivoatnetwork. This technology change has
allowed Governor Geringer to introduce school aotakbility and standards and improve teacher
training. By extending the Wyoming Equality Netkaontract with its contractor, Qwest, the
State of Wyoming has leveraged its resources onghgork giving communities a lower overall
cost to increase the capacity for voice, videodaitd communications. Through these leveraging
efforts, two-thirds of Wyoming will receive the midth needed for future technologically
based growth.
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