Education

Education as the Priority

“Public education is the number one economic dgwalent issue in our state, and it is
the number one quality of life issue, too. So etlocanust be the number one priority
for state government. Stable funding is esserdrabdir schools; not just for election
years, but for every year.” (Campaign announcensgeiech)

Governor Musgrove has demonstrated his commitneeadtication throughout his career
as a public servant — as a school board attorriate senator, lieutenant governor and
governor. Governor Musgrove has stated that emurcas the fundamental key to a
bright economic future for Mississippi consistendlgd repeatedly in his State of the
State addresses (see attached excerpts) and has edadation his administration’s
priority.

Throughout his administration, Governor Musgroves hasited schools, community
colleges and universities. Governor Musgrove razas the critical role of faculty at
our community and four-year colleges and has geticthe opinions and concerns of
faculty and staff during these campus visits. e hlso invited representatives of the
faculty senates to his office to discuss his commgnsive plan for education.

The Governor has also held town hall meetings vpi#lients, business leaders and
concerned citizens around our state:

* 2002 town hall meetings: Greenville, Tupelo, Bilox
e 2003 town hall meetings: Biloxi, McComb, Natch&zlahatchie, West Point,
Leland
A list of Mississippi’s educational accomplishmehtring Governor Musgrove’s current
administration is attached.

Education Funding

“The biggest item on my agenda is going to be etioiga Stable funding is essential.
This current roller coaster of huge appropriationse year and severe cuts the next has
the worst possible effect on managing educatioitere asking superintendents and
principals to manage their schools like a busingss,we tell them at the beginning of
their budget year that have this amount and to eixpgllions in cuts, then that may or
may not materialize. How can we expect them tacaeduour children under these
circumstances?” (East MS Business Journal, Marc®3)0

The Governor’s budget has consistently recommehdgter funding for education than
that of the Legislature (see attached spreadshe&le Legislature is charged with
appropriating funds, while the Governor is chargéth reducing budgets when state



revenue collections do not meet projections. Tghowt his administration, Governor
Musgrove has fought for realistic and accurate kudgojections, as well as stable
funding for education:

Governor Musgrove vetoed FY 2002 K-12 educationrgmpation bills because the
Legislature did not adequately fund education:

* Veto Message for HB 776 (Diversion of EEF funds aetetion of 50% of year
end cash balance transfer to EEF)“Education is the priority for this
administration. The state must ensure that K-1&afibn is adequately funded to
provide an effective education to our studentsth&athan providing secure and
responsible funding sources for K-12 education, $éoBill No. 776 simply
shuffles existing revenue sources to address Figeat 2001 deficits and Fiscal
Year 2002 expenses. The Legislature’s diversioexi$ting resources for our
teachers, our classrooms and our students doensote adequate funding.”

* Veto Message for HB 1609 (General Education andlgch) “The state must
ensure that K-12 education is adequately fundedusH Bill No. 1069 provides
for an $11.1 million increase in general fundshe Department of Education’s
general program, but only at the expense of a $hillibn cut in general funds to
the Department of Education’s Minimum Program irusi® Bill No. 1611.”

» Veto Message for HB 1611 (Minimum ProgranfHouse Bill No. 1611 provides
for a $17.1 million cut in general funds to the Bement of Education’s
Minimum Program and only funds the Minimum Prograoy utilizing
approximately $30.5 million in Education Enhancemiextbook and classroom
supply funds as authorized by House Bill No. 776n other words, the
Legislature has funded the minimum program by redudhe resources for
textbooks and classroom supplies, both of whichcatieal to our teachers being
able to teach effectively and our students beirlg tblearn. This is not the way
to build a sound foundation for education in oatest

To the extent possible under law, the Governor ¢xech education budgets from
necessary budget reductions and restored reducttren possible. DFA, per the
Governor’s direction, unreserved $10 million foetMinimum Program on June 28,
2001.

“Because state agencies like welfare, Medicaid aodections have overspent their
budgets by hundreds of millions of dollars in thstlthree years, other programs have
been cut. What has been cut?

* State support for colleges and universities hasrbcut $99 million over the last three
years;

* State support for community colleges has beersdidt million, or 23% over the last
three years....” (Campaign announcement speech)

Governor Musgrove stated in his 2001 State of ttaeSaddress that, “Our resolve to
educate Mississippians must translate into soupga@ti of our community colleges and



universities.” However, Governor Musgrove realizeat our community colleges and
universities should receive students that are peebaith the skills to succeed in a higher
education environment. To that point, we must stwe K-12 education to build a sound
education foundation for our higher education syste

Mississippi was the first state selected by theodsdion of Governing Boards of
Universities and Colleges to host a Leadership StmramHigher Education. Governor
Musgrove chaired the steering committee that predw report in January 2002 of six
priorities for education in Mississippi, rangingfin early childhood education to adult
learning.

The Governor signed FY 2002 appropriation bills dommunity colleges and the IHL

system. Governor Musgrove did not sign FY 2003raypation bills because the

Legislature once again used inflated revenue etsna Legislative budget

recommendations were based on a growth rate of 408%Y 2003 and a .7% growth

rate for FY 2002, while the Governor's recommermfzi were based on a realistic
growth rate of 2.65% for 2003 and a —2.2% growth far FY 2002.

Governor Musgrove proposed the Mississippi Brainstin his 2003 State of the State
address. The Mississippi Brain Trust would use0$@0llion in bonds — $20 million a
year over the next 10 years - to develop an irdeld infrastructure. The Brain Trust
will build a reservoir of professors to develop nieas and to prepare our workforce for
the highly skilled jobs of today and tomorrow. \msity, college, and community
college research and training will aid in the rétonent and retention of the world’s best
scholars. The Brain Trust will strengthen Missipsgintellectual capacity by endowing
chairs and professors at our universities and ge#ieand funding graduate student
assistantships; sabbaticals with business and tiyglusajor equipment purchases; and,
workforce training.

Schools First

Governor Musgrove released his FY 04 executive budgcommendation on November
14, 2002. In preparing his budget recommendatitmes,Governor funded education,

kindergarten through graduate level, first and themed other agencies with remaining
revenues. Governor Musgrove’'s recommendationseftiretiucation at a level of $2.4

billion, or 62% of the budget. Governor Musgroaled on the Legislature during this

State of the State address to appropriate pre-tgaden through higher education in one
comprehensive bill at 62% of the general fund andend the appropriation bill to his

desk for his signature during the first month dof tlgislative session, rather than during
the last two weeks as has been tradition.

The Legislature passed the education appropridbila on January 31, 2003, and
Governor Musgrove signed them on February 5, 20081ding education first builds on
our successes and prioritizes our investment iriutuze.



Mississippi’'s Educational Accomplishments Under thd.eadership of
Governor Ronnie Musgrove

Since his first election to public office as a staenator in 1987, Governor Ronnie
Musgrove has worked tirelessly to improve educaitoMississippi.

In the first year of his administration as goverridusgrove began an initiative known as
“‘Computers in the Classroom,” with a mission of gitg of an Internet-accessible
computer in every public school classroom in thatest The National Governors
Association has confirmed that Mississippi is thistfstate in the nation to accomplish
this. According to the NGA, Mississippi is “at tinead of the wave of technological
innovations.”

Musgrove also led the way in the passage of an teoubiteacher pay raise package
which, when fully implemented, will raise the avgeaeacher salary for Mississippi from
49" to 19" in the nation. The day after Musgrove signedléggslation, the New York
Times commented in an editorial that Mississippil Ipait together the kind of package
that continued to elude New York.

Mississippi was the first state selected by theodsdion of Governing Boards of
Universities and Colleges to host a Leadership StimmHigher Education. Governor
Musgrove chaired the steering committee that predug report of six priorities for
education in Mississippi, ranging from early chiddidl education to adult learning.

As a member of the National Governors Associaticeddtive Committee, Musgrove
was one of two governors chosen to lead the NGArefegarding the “No Child Left
Behind” legislation recently passed by Congressssidsippi is also one of six states to
participate inFollowing the Leadetsa pilot program on the implementation of the
mandates of the new act. In selecting Mississippithis program, it was said that
Mississippi had “an infectious enthusiasm and coimmant to students.”

In preparation for the reauthorization of the Induals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA), the Nation's Governors adopted policy witie Chief State School Officers
taking a strong stand in support of quality edurafior all students including students
with disabilities. Governor Musgrove co-chairedtjoint working group.

Mississippi’s accountability system has been rankationally as one of the strongest
systems in the country. A 2002 report of trenceton Reviewanked states based on
testing programs for the schools, and Mississipps wanked sixth in the nation. In
addition, a January 29, 2003SA Todayarticle which discussed states’ compliance with
the requirements of No Child Left Behind, stated the 40 federal requirements
examined by ECS (Education Commission of the Stal&sstates are close to fulfilling
half or more. Among the furthest along: Missigsiennessee and Texas...”



Because of Governor Musgrove’s leadership, edutatias fully funded for FY 2004
during the first month of the 2003 legislative sesswas funded before other agencies
budgets, and was funded at 62% of the state budget.

Musgrove is chairman of the Southern Regional Edloicdoard and is a member of the
National Assessment Governing Board and the NdtBoard for Professional Teaching
Standards.

With the growth of Mississippi during a sluggishtinoaal economy, creating jobs has
become a trademark of the Musgrove administratiom,the education of Mississippi’s
children remains his personal passion.



STATE OF THE STATE
Governor Ronnie Musgrove
February 9, 2000

In education, we have laid a strong foundation. Wilesee the Mississippi Adequate
Education Program reach its full implementatiorthmy year 2002.

On that foundation, we must continue to strength@nschools.

Think for a moment about the transformation ocagrin DeSoto County Schools.

Last month brothers Bob Pittman, native Missisgip@nd founder of America On Line,
and Tom Pittman, publisher of the DeSoto Times kimgy together with the Maddox
Foundation and university and state leaders, ptheed/ay to put a computer in every
class room in DeSoto County, the second largestadahistrict in the state.

During my campaign, | dared Mississippians to imagiomputers at the fingertips of
every Mississippi school child. And many saidatutdn’t be done. Would they now tell
Tom Pittman, Bob Pittman, Robin Costa, the teachedsthe students in the DeSoto
County schools that it couldn’t be done? No. Beeat can, and we will. And, we're
one step closer.

Thanks to the commitment of Bob and Tom PittmanMiaeldox Foundation and the
State of Mississippi, in the year 2002, we will bdmaternet-accessible computers in
every classroom in every school in every distmicevery county in the State of
Mississippi.

Working together, public and private, business amgersity, we will bring the
educational opportunities of the World Wide WelMississippi’s children.

Tom Pittman and Robin Costa, please stand and lgtamnk you for your commitment to
Mississippi, today and tomorrow.

Thank you, Tom and Robin.

Our very future sits today in classrooms acrossstate listening to Mississippi’s
teachers. Those teachers need our support. Téaseers deserve recognition for their
efforts; they deserve a fair and living wage faithabors of the heart and mind. We
must take teacher pay in Mississippi to the Soutieea average.

We can reach that goal in four years by investi2g &illion dollars the first year and
staggering increases over the next three yearscaWelo this and protect the fiscal
integrity of our budget. With 5% growth in any givyear, we can afford to pay our
teachers what they deserve. As head of the exedotanch, | will reprioritize the
budget in any year when our economic growth is tleas 5%.

And we will continue to find incentives for excellee in the classroom.
Rewarding teachers for meeting National Board @eation standards has been a
priority for years, and that’s paying off for owachers and students. This year,



Mississippi ranked third among all 50 states fe nnmber of teachers achieving this
prestigious certification.

Today, we want to say a special thank you to thex @00 teachers who achieved this
recognition, especially those who have joined dsyo

1. Lori Flood, McLeod Elementary School, Jackdds,

2. Gerry Britt, Brandon High School, Brandon, MS

3. Gwendolyn Gardner, Walton Elementary, Jackbts,

4. Sharon Webber, Power APAC, Jackson, MS

5. Gail Hammond, Northwest Rankin Middle Schd&andon, MS
and all the others who have joined us today.

There’s one more thing you should know. Not ontywde do very well this year,
Mississippi now ranks third in the nation overaDnly two states have more National
Board Certified teachers than Mississippi. Oucheas are committed to excellence, and
we are committed to supporting public educatiothastate of Mississippi.

Thank you all for your commitment to Mississipptlsildren and our state’s future. We
commend you for your accomplishments at the natieval and every day in the
classrooms across Mississippi.

Computers on every desk, teacher salaries at titbessstern average. These are only the
beginning of what can be done to build the strohgablic schools in the nation. How
important is the leadership of every school tostuelents’ success? How important is it
to make sure politics doesn’t bleed into the clamsr?

If it's important to keep politics out of the clasem, isn’t it just as important to take
politics out of the leadership of our schools dis®

What would happen if we were to take partisan slibut of running our schools, and
finish the work of making all Mississippi schoolpgrintendents appointed? Can we
elect Mississippi’s school boards and appoint M&gipi's superintendents? | believe
we can. | believe we should. | believe we must.

We're challenging superintendents, principals aathers to reach new heights of
accountability. We’'re talking about accountability individual school rather than by
school district. Other states are following Misgipi’s example when it comes to
demanding performance. But we haven't forgottesuakhe students.

Over the next few years, we will be looking at neays to hold our students accountable
and creative ways to encourage them to becomerawes active participants in their

own education. Within the next few weeks we’lldtarting a Reading Incentive program
through the Governor’s office.

Today | would issue the challenge to every schbdtien every county. Get a library
card and use it. Find your public library and mékends with the librarian. We want to
see every child from the First through the Twelitades reading at or above grade level.



We want those children on the Governor’s Readingdf®oll. Most of all, we want
Mississippi’s children reading.

Melanie and | know that it takes more than monetgéxh a child to read.
It takes imagination and commitment. This is pus¢ way the Governor’s office is going
to work hand in hand with the First Lady’s effoirdspromote reading across our state.

Won’t you help me thank Melanie for her commitmenMississippi as she takes on the
duties and responsibilities of being our staterstHiady?

We learn to read; we read to learn and we learmet$teof our lives at home and on the
job. The foundation for success has been laidlucation, and we’re committed to
taking Mississippi’s schools, community colleges amiversities to the next level of
excellence.

It seems to me that respect for authority has wawedtime. Whether we’re talking
about law enforcement officers, parents, teaclweradults in general, it's time to remind
our children and society what courtesy and conthedn. Good manners are free, and
they pay great dividends. Respect engenders res@ecrtesy engenders courtesy.

Let's re-enforce what many parents across thie stag teaching their children at home
by requiring students to address their teachenscipals, coaches and other school
officials with the respectful phrases we used gngaip. What's wrong with saying
‘yes’sir’ and no’sir?’ | urge you to pass a lavquéring Mississippi students to show
respect to every educator while at school.



STATE OF THE STATE
Governor Ronnie Musgrove
January 5, 2001

496,588 children attend public schools in Missigsight now. 496,588 school
children are pinning tomorrow’s economic successoday’s educational opportunities
in Mississippi’s public schools. Educating ourldren must be our first priority.

With the 2000 education accountability bill and Richard Thompson'’s leadership, our
schools--their administrators, faculty and studerdse measuring real progress,
recognizing deficiencies and rewarding excellen€acouraging progress from the
classroom, we can expect great things for our deleoad more importantly for our
students.

The computer technology task force’s diligence dermination matched with state
and private dollars will make Mississippi one o first states in the nation to bring the
Internet to every classroom. Our children camlasters over technology, using it to
learn and to explore our world, while many of ushwalightly grayer hair still struggle
with the VCR.

Mississippi’s adequate education program ensuteso$és can open and operate in
quality facilities with quality resources for learg. Don’t gut these programs and leave
the counties holding the bag.

Technology and textbooks aside, our children wiaatn without qualified, inspired
teachers in the classroom. Mississippi’s teachenitue to outshine teachers in other
states. Our national board certification numbeesaaresounding testament to their
commitment to teaching. Removing the five perecexénue growth condition on pay
increases would be a strong testament to our camenitto Mississippi’s teachers.

The five percent condition on pay raises for teexsn’t a commitment; it's an excuse.
Remove the five percent condition.

Mississippi’s educational outlook grows brighté&tothing less than a continued
commitment to excellence will do. Nothing lessrthally funding adequate education,
the critical teacher shortage act, and our tegaéigiplan will do. Nothing less.

Our resolve to educate Mississippians must tramahéd sound support of our
community colleges and universities.

We are asking them to take a greater role in ecandavelopment from recruiting
industries, to research and development.

If we are going to utilize our Universities to thilest, then the Ayers Case must be
settled. Twenty-five years is long enough. Hinse to move on.



Educating our children must be our first priorityou have my word that I will remind
you of this again and again over the next 90 days.



STATE OF THE STATE
Governor Ronnie Musgrove
January 16, 2002

In the 4" century B.C., it was written that the foundatidroar state is found in the
education of our youth. That statement still ritrge in the 2% century. Our
commitment to the strength of that foundation igenmportant now than ever before.
The State of Mississippi is blessed with thousarfds<cellent, dedicated teachers.

It is important to recognize that we are a leaderationally board certified teachers. We
were the first state in the nation to offer morg pmateachers with national board
certification, and it has paid off. Today, we ar&0™, we aren’t 48, we aren't 38, we
aren’t even 10— we're 8" in the nation in the number of nationally boarditied
teachers. For the last school year, 405 of owhie@ achieved this recognition.

One of these teachers is with us here today. L@meteaches English at the
Mississippi School for the Deaf. Lynne earneddegtification as an Exceptional Needs
Specialist — the first teacher of the deaf in thentry to do so. Lynne, thank you for
your dedication to your profession, to your studeand to our future.

| remember riding around on the hot, dusty roadBaté and Panola counties in 1987,
running for the state senate. My vision then wasise teacher pay to the southeastern
average. With persistence, hard work and the dfetpphers who shared this vision, it
finally happened.

In July, we committed ourselves to giving our teashhe raises they deserve. We
committed to paying them as the professionals #reyand | want to thank you for
making that commitment with me. We are going tmwgmize their contributions in
classrooms around the state. The average teaalaey 51 Mississippi will rise from 49
in the nation to 19in the nation when fully implemented.

Every parent in Mississippi is entitled to knowithehildren are learning. We have
raised the bar. We have instituted tough accollittaimeasures in order to make certain
that our children are receiving the highest quadycation possible. Now, we must
make certain we give the teachers the tools theg i@ succeed, and not unfunded
mandates. The current allocation for school segphill barely buy a pencil for each
student. We must do better. It is our resporigid lay the foundation for our state,
and one from which we cannot retreat.

Mississippi is being recognized around the coufaryts forward-thinking approach in
the educational arena. Michigan Governor Johnétnghairman of the National
Governors Association, appointed me as one of &&d bovernors on the President’s
national education package, and as lead goverrtbeination for the reauthorization of
special education. From our kindergartens to ouvarsities, we are determined to
provide the best education possible for the childreMississippi.



Because of our determination, every public schadstoom in the state will have an
Internet-accessible computer by the end of this.y&ais effort will ensure that every
child in Mississippi, from Hickory Flat to Hot C&fé, has the opportunity to learn and
explore the world in a way we could have never iimag in previous years.

At last week’s Leadership Summit on Higher Educatie@presentatives from
government, business and education gathered talamvaggressive agenda. The
driving force behind the agenda is the establishrokan education coordinating body
comprised of the Institutions of Higher Learningg tState Board for Community and
Junior Colleges, and the State Board of Educatiie. must act on this agenda quickly.

For 27 years, our state has struggled with the #\gase. Eighteen months ago, | brought
the parties involved to the table to reach a fasdtlement, once and for all. 27 years is
too long to tie the hands of our universities. dpdhat settlement is within our reach.
The settlement of Ayers will be a defining momenbur state’s history; let’s write that
definition now. | challenge you to bring it to slare by the end of this week.

The spirit, the resolve, the determination, therrdet® help our people — that's why we
worked hard to get to this point. That's why wdrdi give up.



STATE OF THE STATE
Governor Ronnie Musgrove
January 9, 2003

The first order of business is to put our schoitg,fbecause we know that communities
with good public schools attract good jobs. Evedgbenefits from good schools.

My first priority is protecting education and Missippi's future. | presented a
comprehensive plan for education in Mississippilaa that has seen success and still
sees opportunity.

Teacher pay is rising. Our students' test scaees@ and 62 percent of our high school
graduates are going to college. Better teachetierscores - we know that investing in
education works.

Mississippi is the first state in the nation togaan Internet-accessible computer in every
kindergarten through 12th grade public school ctass. More than 32,000 classrooms
across Mississippi are now wired and connectetigavorld wide web.

Our students - regardless of their location or eaain status - have access to the greatest
information resource in the history of the world.

These initiatives have been successful, and haugyht positive national attention to
Mississippi.

We will continue to transform our plan into reagifor the people of Mississippi. We
should not end this work until it is complete. Wew what's been successful; let's talk
about the plan for the opportunities ahead of us.

In 1982, kindergarten became a cornerstone of thued&ion Reform Act. In 2003, |
want to take it to the next step.

The Summer Start program would bring the kids sodlassroom two months before, and
continuing two months after, their kindergartenryeBaught by qualified kindergarten
teachers, this program would give our kids a rugmsitart for the schoolhouse door.

Summer Start will reduce drop-out rates, increbeeskills of our future workforce, and
ultimately save the state millions. Giving ourldhén the opportunity to succeed -
giving them a good education - still remains thstlh@pe for lifting us to greater heights.

Education is not only the concern of the parentsgrandparents. It's a community
concern. People want to live in a good communi®nod schools attract good jobs,
which build good communities.



Our children need every opportunity to learn, drat bpportunity extends beyond the
bell at the end of the day. Thousands of studamisnd our state return to empty houses
after school.

In 1995, we enacted the successful Support OureBtagrogram to help meet this need.
Children are learning through this initiative. 2003, it's time to expand it from 19 sites
to more than 250 sites around the state.

The demands on our children in the 21st centuryiregnore than we've been doing. It's
not an easy time to be a kid - and we have a ressipity to our children to make sure
they have the tools to succeed in demanding times.

Our universities and community colleges are sti@sgurces for high school graduates
and adult learners alike. They offer our peopéedkills and the learning they need to get
a job and our industries the talent to get thedobe. Higher education has a critical role
to play in bringing jobs to Mississippi.

That's why I've called for the creation of a $200iom "Brain Trust" for our universities
and community and junior colleges. Under this ptaonds would be issued - $20

million a year for 10 years - to recruit and retdia very best minds for research,
development, and workforce training. We know thithe type of investment that creates
more high-paying jobs for our people.

My budget invests 62 percent of the general fungdimcation. This enhances our future;
anything less shortchanges it. I'm fighting tar@ase funding for education, and the
people of Mississippi need you to join the fighttwme. The beaten path is not always
the best. The status quo is simply not good enough

| am calling on you to appropriate pre-kindergattenough higher education in one
comprehensive bill, and at 62 percent of the gerienal. Pass it, put it on my desk and
I'll sign it - and | don't mean the last week ofrigla | mean the third week of January.

Let's prove to the people of Mississippi we carewtlour schools. Let's prove to them
that when it comes to education, we mean businasd business means jobs.

Late last month, | was with a kindergarten clasSadey Elementary School, a National
Blue Ribbon school here in Jackson. The childrethé class gave me a book containing
letters they had written.

One letter from a young girl reminded me agairhefteason why we work so hard for
their future. Her simple message was "thank younédping us learn."

For her and for all young people across our stegemust make the necessary
investments. If we shortchange our investmentrcation, we shortchange her future —
our future — and that's not an alternative I'mingjlto accept.
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