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Thank you. Commissioner Spell, Congressman
Pickering, I'm glad to be here with you today. |
appreciate this opportunity to say “thank you” to
the law enforcement professionals who give, and

have given, so much to our state.

This is something we should do more often, and
It doesn’t have to be in a setting like this. We
should take every opportunity to express our

appreciation.

| didn’t know the officers we remember today. |
wish | did. | know they were good and decent

people who were just doing their job.
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It doesn’t matter if you're just walking down the
street or getting a speeding ticket — just say
“thanks for what you do.” At best, you'll make
an officer’s day; at worst, you won’t get out of
the ticket.

We’'re all familiar with that first impression of
police officers. Our grade school teachers
always taught us to find a policeman if we were

In trouble, because they’re our friends.

That same respect must be maintained today.
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The men and women of law enforcement do so
much that is taken for granted. Unfortunately, it
Is usually the tragedies that remind us of the
risks that are taken every day, risks that you here

in this room know all too well.

After the tragic attacks of September 11, our
world changed and we were forced into a
different frame of thinking. The issues we had
always taken for granted, such as opening our
mail or going to a large public event, were
changed. We all wanted — and still want — to

feel safe.
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But in finding that safety we cannot forget the
work that you do in leading us to it. We are not
the ones on patrol. We are not the ones faced
with life-or-death situations on a regular basis.
We are not the ones who are first on the scene of

a fatal accident or disturbing crime scene.

That’s your job — and you do it well.

| believe all Americans have rethought the role
of law enforcement officers in recent months.
From the small towns of the Mississippi Delta to
cities like New York, the average citizens are

showing their appreciation for the work you do.
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The numbers prove the results of your work.
For the year 2000, according to the Bureau of
Justice Statistics, serious violent crime levels
declined; property crime rates declined; and

arrests for drug violations are up.

Here in Mississippi, from the troopers of the
Mississippi Highway Patrol to the officers of the
smallest police department, you are making a
difference in our communities, in our homes,

and in our lives.
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The work you do on a daily basis hasn’t changed
since the first law enforcement officers began
walking a beat. The tools of the trade may be
different, but the work’s the same — it's the same
In Mississippi as it around the nation and the

world.

In particular, your commitment to our children is
so special. Teaching them respect for our
system of laws and people who work to enforce

those laws is a building block for our society.
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Working together, we can do so much more. It
IS Important for communities and neighborhoods
to become involved in public safety, to serve as

unofficial back-up to your work.

We can show our appreciation for the work you

do by our own efforts in helping out.

We can take back the neighborhoods that are on
the brink. We can start neighborhood watches
and community policing. We can do the things

that help make your job just a little bit easier.

One interesting thing about your work — at the

end of the day, there’s no tangible product.
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There’s no way to measure what you’'ve done in
the day, other than to see kids playing outside;
people wearing their seatbelts; families walking

through their neighborhoods in the evening.

We don’t see the dark streets you patrol at night.
We don’t know about the thoughts that run
through your mind as you go into a dangerous
situation with your gun drawn. We don’t know
the feelings in your heart at the end of a long and
difficult shift.

We do know that every man and woman who
wears a badge and takes an oath “to serve and
protect” has qualities that help them rise above

the rest.



We're here today to remember some very
special officers who possessed those qualities.
Deputy Glen Randall Chancellor, Sheriff Ernest
Mullins, Sheriff Harold Ray Presley, Chief
Deputy Willie Perry, and Patrolman Ronald
Wayne Jones each made the ultimate sacrifice —

and we are safer for It.

To their family members who are here today,
you have our heartfelt thanks and appreciation

for the sacrifices you have made as well.

And to all the officers here and across the state,
let me simply say this: You are our heroes. You
are people of honor — in your instinct and in

your actions. You are the best in your world,

and more than good enough for any other world.
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You are the people who keep us safe — and we
thank you for it. May God bless you and your

families, our state and our nation.



