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Today's event gositive reflectioron how state / county officials and businesses
working tofind solutionsto benefit Delta region and communities

Want to mention | was scheduled to be here foothening of this center last year
on August 20
o Bad weather prevented us from landing that day

Sorry | couldn’t make it that day, but glad I'm bdpday
o Want to thank you all for the great work you doleday

Workforce Investment Act (WIA) provides framewouk fthe Workforce
Investment Network in Mississippi

o Unique, locally-designed and managed system

o Convenient access / customer choice to servicepmam information

WIN in Mississippi targets funding in local areagpiacted by plant closings,
layoffs and a weakened economy
0 That part of WIN’s mission why I'm here today

Pleased to present this check in the amount of $2B(o representatives of
consortium of Mississippi Valley State Universiftcorn State University, and
Mississippi Action for Community Education

Check represents a grant from the state’s Workfbreestment Act funds
o Provides tools to help community leaders make thstrof WIA funds
o Will help ensure benefits of WIA and partner pragsaare fully realized

Partners in consortium will work together to addrissues of workforce and
economic development, training, and education

Ultimately consortium will use information to hedbected officials with tools,
resources and support to effectively serve themmanities

Citizens must be able to meet workforce needs
o Strong, qualified workforce = key attraction to imesses looking at that
Mississippi and the Delta



B MS’s growing / over 47,000 new jobs, 21,000 throeghansions
o Nearly $13 billion invested

B Growth not happening because we’re waiting for someeelse to help us
o Working together to go after jobs / improve ouraals / grow economy
o Show the world we can compete anytime, anywhere



