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MS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS/7723 N. PRESIDENT ST.ZJACKSON, MS 39202/1601)359-5600(FAX: 5624)

Date: February 19, 2001

Contact: Jennifer Griffin  or Lisa Mader
Phone: (601) 359-5721 (601) 359-3227
Fax:

(601) 359-5738 (601) 359-2347

Governor and Commissioner Announce
M DOC Division of Victim Services

Jackson — Governor Ronnie Musgrove and Mississippi Depantnoé Corrections (MDOC)
Commissioner Robert Johnson today announced th&iameof the Division of Victim Services

within MDOC. This new division will offer victimsf crime information on inmates that will
hopefully provide them some relief.

“This is another first for Mississippi that willuly help our people who have been the victims of
crime, although it is unfortunate any Mississipgiavill need this help,” said Governor

Musgrove. “This new division puts victims firstanffers victims of crime a voice in the state’s
correctional system.”

The Division of Victim Services (DVS) provides \itis access to inmate information if the

inmate is under the authority of MDOC. Many of gervices provided to victims are outlined in
the Crime Victims’ Bill of Rights, and include:

Notification within 15 days prior to the end of thentence of the inmate;
Notice of release upon expiration of sentence alicad release; and
Notice within 15 days after the prisoner has dfesithin MDOC custody.

The DVS will also provide referral services to ints with specific needs, such as counseling and
support groups, information about the Crime Vic@mmpensation Program, crisis intervention

and contacts with victim assistance organizatibnsughout the state. The DVS will also
provide MDOC staff with victim sensitivity training

“Having been in law enforcement for 28 years Idagen up close and personal the immediate
impact crime has on victims,” said Commissionemdaim. “I've also seen that the further along
a prisoner gets into the criminal justice systdm,less sensitized people are to the victim’'s

trauma. In many cases, corrections has no ideativb&rime victim went through and that’s
what | envision this division will help us corréct.

(more)
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DVS Director Tara Frazier has ten years experiémpeoviding victim assistance. Frazier most
recently served as the victim services officer Wilississippi Crime Victim Compensation
Program. She has worked in other victim assistanganizations providing assistance to
children and senior citizens. Frazier also hasreections background having started her career
as an MDOC correctional officer in 1988.

To receive assistance from DVS, victims must cotepdad return a notification form to MDOC.
To receive a copy of the notification form, victiwan call toll free at 1-866-522-4087 or victims
can electronically complete and submit a notifmatiorm through the MDOC website,
www.mdoc.state.ms.us

MDOC established the DVS in the fall of 2000 afeereiving a Victims of Crime Act grant
awarded by the Mississippi Department of Publie8alPlanning through the U.S. Department
of Justice.
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