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MISS. DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 7723 N. PRESIDENT ST. [7JACKSON, MS 39202 [7(601)359-5600 7 (FAX: 5738)

Date: December 5, 2001
Contact: Ken Jones
Phone: (601) 359-5608
Fax:

(601) 359-5624
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Four South Mississippi Correctional I nstitution
Employees Receive Service Recognition Awards

Jackson — The Mississippi Department of CorrectighdOC) employee recognition awards
were presented this week to four employees at theéhSMississippi Correctional Institution
(SMCI). The state prison is located near Leakbsiil Greene County. Commissioner Robert
L. Johnson, joined by Superintendent David Turnadenthe presentations to the recipients. “It
is a personal pleasure for me to have the oppaytamipresent these awards to this dedicated
group of employees,” said Commissioner Johnsonur“@gency is blessed with outstanding
leadership. We are most fortunate not only to hi#mese service award recipients within our

ranks, but also the over 540 additional employess bt SMCI who daily place their lives on the
line to make society a safer place for all to live.

The awards presentation conducted on Wednesdapavasf a monthly employee recognition
program instituted by the agency in July to recegnéxemplary employees within MDOC'’s
ranks. The state prison system currently has oy&03people in its employ statewide. SMCI,

which began operation as a 500-bed institution pmilAL989, houses over 2100 offenders on a
daily basis. It currently has a capacity to ha2@&4 prisoners.

South Mississippi Correctional Institution employees
receiving awardsfor November 2001 included:

Burnise J. Evans CO IV Armory Officer Correctional Officer
SMCI —lll, Area - Il Armory of the Month
Betty Creech Investigator - | Staff Employee
SMCI - I of the Month
Sherman Walley Correctional Supervisor Extra Effort
SMCI - |, Area - I Award
Walter Porter Correctional Supervisor Award
SMCI - I, Special Treatmen of Excellence
Unit #7

(more)
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The 2:00 p.m. special awards presentation ceremesy held in the in SMCI II's visitation area.
Superintendent David Turner announced the naméiseohward recipients as Commissioner Robert L.
Johnson presented each employee with lapel pincentificates. The two Employees of the Month and
the Award of Excellence recipients were also preskplaques.

“These awards presentations provide a special ayuby for all of us to pause and be thankful far o
legion of dedicated employees,” said Superintend@anmter adding, “life in corrections is stressfatlds
very demanding and it is incumbent upon us to eaghgm for their gallantry.”

South Mississippi Correctional Institution Awar ds Recipients

Burnise J. Evans, Correctional Officer IV, was nominated by Lt. deHinton, SMCI armorer, to receive
the Correctional Officer of the Month service awartDfficer Evans possesses all of the qualities of
dedicated correctional employee,” said Lt. Hintdie has continually shown pride in his job and has
demonstrated a great deal of professionalism.”ic@&ffEvans joined SMCI’s ranks in April 1996. He
began his tour of duty as a transportation offidde was assigned to the armory in 1999. In aululitd
serving as Armory Officer for the past three an@ dialf years, Officer Evans has served on SMCI's
Emergency Response Team and also for the past ¢éars,ywhen duty called, he has worked on the
prison’s Cell Extraction Team.

Betty Creech, Investigator | at SMCI - Il was nominated by DmisHembree, Vocational Welding
Instructor, to receive the Staff Employee of thenthoservice award. Mr. Hembree praised Ms. Creech
for her active involvement in the prison system’dnfinistrative Remedy Program (ARP) and for her
dedication and her diligence in the program’s effdvir. Hembree noted that Ms. Creech is a valuable
asset to MDOC. Investigator Cheech is a 13-yetaraa with MDOC.

Sherman Wally, Correctional Supervisor at SMCI Area - |l, wasmiioated to receive the Extra Effort
Service Award by Captain Timothy J. Morris. “Canttienal Supervisor Walley is an asset to SMCI,”
said Captain Morris. “Lieutenant Walley is thorbuig his work and seeks perfection in each assigned
task. He takes great pride in his profession aadd his staff by example which is the mark ofue tr
administrator,” he added.

Walter Porter, Correctional Supervisor at SMCI — I's Special atreent Lockdown Unit #7 was
nominated by Captain Timothy J. Morris to receilie Award of Excellence. “Lieutenant Porter is not
only dedicated to his job, he leads those he sigerby example, and also finds personal time totee
to his community,” said Captain Morris. “LieutetnaRorter is a member of the Greene County
Responsible Fatherhood Initiative program. Coroeetl Supervisor Porter is dedicated to his job &nd
his community. These outstanding attributes aldéeship make him a valuable asset to SMCI's staff.”

A Memorial Award was presented to the family of Correctional Offi&helton Wayne Madden.
Officer Madden, who was named SMCI's Correction#fider of the Month on September 26, 2001 lost
his life in an automobile accident the next da{Officer Madden’s accident was a tragic loss to SMC
said Superintendent David Turner.
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Media Note: If you would like a digital photograpbf the Service Award recipients, e-malil
bgreenleaf@mdoc.state.ms.os phone him at: (601) 359-5646.




