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PRESS RELEASE

MISS. DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS /7723 N. PRESIDENT ST. [7JACKSON, MS 39202 /7(601) 359-5600 7 (FAX: 5738)

Receive Employee Recognition/Service Awards

Parchman — The employee recognition awards ceremoonlie Mississippi Department of Corrections
(MDOC) Community Services Division Region | wasch#&day at Mississippi State Penitentiary (MSP) in

Parchman, Miss. At the ceremony, three employeesived employee recognition awards.

In addition, five community services employees wexgnized for their years of service to MDOC.
Community Services Region | employees that reaehmilestone in service years during December ireclud

Name Hometown | Yearsof Service

Nanette Trotter Coila 5

Barbara Allen Greenwoodl 15
Gregory Johnson Rosedale 20
Johnny Johnson Rosedale 20
Michael McKee Marks 20

Shirley Weidman, Personnel Director for the ComrtyuBervices Division, announced the names of the

Services Director John Brinson presented eachaittificates.
spirit of excellence,” said Weidman.

employees celebrating service anniversaries whlguly Commissioner Lora Cole and Region | Community

award recipients are:

Bill Brand

Pontotoc County

“Thank you for your dedication, &ty and

Deputy Cassioner Cole announced the names of the employees
receiving recognition awards while Brinson presdmach with certificates and lapel pins. The gadoon

Don Wicha

Probation & Parole Office
Webster County

Staff Employee of the Month

Caroline Banyard

Probation & Parole Office
Flowood, Pike & Quitman

Extra Effort Award

Pre-Release Centers

Extra Effort Award

The MDOC Employee Service Award Program originateduly 2001 to nominate fellow MDOC employees
for the following awards:

Correctional Officer of the Month;
Field Officer of the Month;

Staff Employee of the Month; and
Security Employee of the Month.

(more)
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In addition, MDOC established the Heroism Award &mxtra Effort Award. The Heroism Award is given to
employees who go above and beyond the call ofidutgroic efforts to either save the life on anwalal or
prevent other lives from dangerous situations. HEktea Effort Award is designed to recognize emplesyywho
go the extra mile or take on additional dutiesdsist in a project in order to get it done.

MDOC will hold ceremonies each month to officialcognize outstanding employees at all three state
institutions (Mississippi State Penitentiary in &anan, Miss; Central Mississippi Correctional Facih Pearl,
Miss; and South Mississippi Correctional Institatia Leakesville, Miss.) and at the MDOC centrdiagf in
Jackson.

Community Services Division Service Award Recipients

Bill Brand, Field Officer IV of Pontotoc, works at the Pontot©ounty Probation & Parole office in Pontotoc.
Field Officer 11l Jim Nance nominated Brand, hipswvisor, for the Staff Employee of the Month Award
Brand is a past president of Mississippi AssocratbProfessionals in Corrections and a membeiooti&rn
States Correctional Association.

“Bill Brand is the type of field officer that evesmployee would want to have on their team,” saathidé. “He
does not complain, looks forward to the next cimgleeand is a forward thinker; he is always tryim@mticipate
what will come next.”

Don Wicha, of Eupora, is a Field Officer Ill at the Webs@ounty Probation & Parole office in Eupora.
Wicha also assists with training other field offie®n firearms, CPR and first aid. In additiorittese duties,
Wicha is assigned as preliminary probation heawiffiger for his area.

Wicha was nominated for the Extra Effort Award bt Brand, Field Officer IV. “During his career tti the
Department of Corrections, Don has always donghién a fair and impartial manner and accepted and
performed any extra duties asked of him,” said Bran

Caroline Banyard, of Ruleville, is a Branch Director over the pedease centers in Flowood, Quitman and
Pike county. Banyard has been over the pre-releasers since the program began in 1997. Iniaddit
Banyard has assisted with the pre-release progr&owuh Mississippi Correctional Institution in esville,
Miss.
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MEDIA NOTE: MDOC has digital photos of award reieipts. If you are interested in receiving a photo
please call Bill Greenleaf at (601) 359-5646 orathim atbgreenleaf@mdoc.state.ms.us




