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CONTACT: CLIF LUSK, LEAD PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFIER (601) 352-9100
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE APRIL 15, 1999 4:00 P.M.

SUBJECT: TORNADO PROMPTS GOVERNOR'S EMERGENCY DECLA RATION

(JACKSON) — Gov. Kirk Fordice this morning issuadState of Emergency for Covington, Jasper andslone
counties following a tornado that claimed the 6fea Jones County man, and injuring several others.

The declaration also covers any other part of thie ¢hat may have been impacted by the storm.

Ranked an F3 tornado by National Weather Servideiak, the storm initially touched down in Nortmst

Covington County, continuing northeastwardly througe Hebron community in Jones County, passinghnoir

Soso and entering Jasper County at Moss. A F3mgnkieans tornado winds were between 158 and 2G@& pdr

hour and is characterized as being a “severe” tlmoneelating in wind speeds and effects on strectur F3 tornado
is about equal to a Category 5 hurricane.

Local officials and Red Cross damage survey teapre wtill in the field at press time, although ganidications
say as many as 40 homes in Jones County alone awayshistained major damage.

In Covington County, initial emergency managemepiorts indicate one home was destroyed, four h@ndsne
mobile home sustaining major damage. Covingtorctiais had no reports of deaths or injuries.

In Jasper County, the Board of Supervisors issyatbelamation of the existence of a local emergeRegliminary
reports indicate two homes and three mobile homare westroyed; and four homes sustained major danéast
of the damages occurred in the Moss community, etteg volunteer fire department sustained a diéand was
destroyed by the tornado. Local officials also mefiwe injuries and eight people left homelesathe storm.

Jones County was the hardest hit in the tri-coania. At least two homes and four mobiles wererdgstl by the
tornado. Damage assessment continues there. Gitigyfatcurred in the Hebron community and numerojgies

— some of them major — were reported. Some farmagnpas also noted in the county with 5 commerchétken
houses destroyed, a number of farm buildings atttecalso impacted. Agencies responding to incideniones
County were: The Laurel-Jones Civil Defense Offidenes County Sheriff's Dept., Jones County Bodrd o
Supervisors, Jones County Volunteer Fire Depts.SEMe Ambulance Service, ASAP Ambulance Service, th
American Red Cross, the Salvation Army, the Sode®®ept., the Jones County Coroner and others.

Assistance is being provided by the Salvation Aramd the American Red Cross. Persons who might need

assistance as a result of the tornado are diréoteekir local American Red Cross chapters or tloeial emergency
management/civil defense offices.
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