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MISSISSIPPI EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY -- FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
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FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 4, 2002

Contacts: Amy Bissell, MEMA, 601-960-9039
(After-hours pager, 601-930-2652)

Jay Eaker, FEMA, 601-956-1844
(After-hours pager, 800-759-8888, PI N# 1071383)

MORE THAN $1.5MILLION IN DISASTER AID NOW DELIVERED;
1032 APPLICATIONS FOR DISASTER ASSISTANCE RECEIVED SO FAR

JACKSON, Miss. January 4, 2002 -- Federal and state disastestaisse to 15 disaster-stricken
Mississippi counties reached $1,561,463 today. ikppbns totaling 1032 have been received from
individuals, families and business owners who snsthdisaster losses resulting from the tornadoes,
flooding and severe storms, during the Novembeahgsugh December 17, 2001, period.

The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (MEMA$ approved Individual and Family
Grant checks totaling $813,047 to 220 families,|levB663,516 in disaster housing assistance cheaks w
sent to 492 families. The U. S. Small Business Adistiiation (SBA) has approved $84,900 so far in-low

interest disaster recovery loans.

“There is only one month left to register for atmige. Anyone who suffered uninsured or
underinsured damage during the recent tornadaex]jifig and severe storms and has not registered yet
is urged to call the Federal Emergency Managemgengy's (FEMA) toll-free registration line as soon
as possible and register," said Leon Shaifer of MENId like to remind everyone that if you haveyan
guestions about whether you are eligible or noet®ive assistance, calB800-621-3362 and let the
disaster professionals decide your eligibility. Yoay be eligible for assistance and not realiZe it.

Applications taken by county are: Bolivar, 95; D&§d.33; Grenada, 5; Hinds, 4; Humphreys,
110; Lafayette, 3; Leake, 3; Madison, 99; Pandsa,uitman, 251 Scott, 1; Sunflower, 63; Tate, 21;
Tunica, 19; and Washington, 130. The counties en@da, Lafayette, Scott, Leake and Tunica were
added December 20, for disaster assistance toidugils.

FEMA'’s Gracia Szczech, the federal official in apaiof the recovery effort, said, "The deadline
to register for disaster assistance is FebruaAfll3esidents and business owners who were affeayed
the recent storms and who have not registeredMEMA for assistance yet, should do so as soon as
possible. The number to call and registet-8)0-621-3362, or 1-800-462-7585 for the hearing or speech

impaired.”
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