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SUBJECT: Bio-Terrorism Exercisein Meridian Date: July 9, 2002

(Jackson) — The Mississippi Emergency Managememingdyg (MEMA) along with county and
city officials and first responders from Lauderddtemper, Clarke, Neshoba, Newton, Jasper,
Smith, Scott, and Leake countiesl] be meeting Wednesday, July 10 at the M SU Campus,

Bell Tower Building, on Hwy 19 in Meridian. The exercise will begin at 10:00 a.m. and
continue until 2:00 p.m. The media is welcometterad during the exercise.

The purpose of these exercises is to assess ttentaapabilities and support
requirements of the local response to a terrorigident. This assessment process is the first
step in local and statewide preparedness. Theisrewill serve to promote inter-agency
communications, preparedness and an overall tefam. eAfter completing all the exercises,
Mississippi should be better able to prepare far r@spond to any type of incident with

enhanced capabilities.
Each county and its county seat will respond tetaécircumstances provided by

MEMA and the Mississippi State Department of He@MtSDH) training coordinators. The
exercise will be conducted using a series of fB)e‘{urns,” with each turn lasting approximately

40-minutes. At the end of each turn there wilblarief discussion of issues and problems that

have occurred during exercise play.

"Helping Mississippiansin Need isour First Priority"



