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CONTACT: AMY BISSELL, PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER (601) 352-9100

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 20, 2000  1:00 P.M.
SUBJECT: GOVERNOR REQUESTS SBA ASSISTANCE IN WAKE OF TORNADO

(JACKSON) — Gov. Ronnie Musgrove requested the BBadiness Administration declare a disaster indeadale

County, clearing the way for federal low-interesans for tornado victims. The SBA's Disaster Aasisé Program
for homeowners, renters, landlords, and businessiésnake loans available for those who had unieguor

underinsured damages caused by the severe weather.

The request follows a preliminary damage assessomrmtucted yesterday afternoon with local, statd faderal
officials. The SBA administrator may declare a disawhen 25 or more homes or businesses withimisdjction
sustain major damage or are destroyed, with 40epeminsured losses on the structures.

Governor Musgrove joined MEMA Director, Robert Lath, and other emergency management officials foua
of the storm damaged area on Tuesday, Decemb&008, During his tour, the Governor had the opputy to
visit with business owners, homeowners, and othffected by the storm. "We are taking swift acttorensure
that these families and individuals get the asstsahey need to recover from the damage to thiejperty," said
Governor Musgrove.

Gov. Musgrove requested the SBA disaster declaratio Monday, December 18, after declaring a Stdite o
Emergency for Lauderdale County.

In addition to the SBA request, Gov. Musgrove diedcMEMA to implement the State Disaster HousinggPam
for storm victims. Available statewide, the Statisd3ter Housing Program can provide up to threetisorental
assistance or minimal home repair money for homewsyror, in the case of people who are alreadyngnone
month of rental assistance. The amount of the gsahttermined based on an application-by-teleplpooeess.

To apply for the State Disaster Housing Program grats, persons whose homes have been made unlivabie b
the storm may telephone 1-800-434-4243. The DHP kot is staffed 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Although the American Red Cross is still in thddién Lauderdale County, estimates indicate ab®@h®&mes in
Lauderdale County were affected by the F2 tornhdogtruck on December 16. The American Red Gypesed 2
Family Service Centers, one in the Dalewood andinriRussell/Marion. The Salvation Army and the Radss
continue to serve meals and snacks to victims aretgency workers.

The SBA field representative stated that Lauderd@adenty met the requirements for a SBA Disasterishgsce
Program to be awarded to the victims in the damageds.

"The SBA's quick response to the Governor's reiquékallow us to better begin the recovery praedsr those

who were impacted by the tornado,” MEMA Directorbled Latham said. "Having SBA disaster assistance
available to Mississippians in need significaniideesses the larger needs of disaster victims."
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