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Governor Musgrove: Nissan Vision Now Reality
for Mississippi

(Jackson, MS) — Governor Ronnie Musgrove todaye@i@arlos Ghosn, President and
Chief Executive Officer of Nissan Motor Corporatj@s the first vehicle rolled off the
assembly line of the Nissan facility located in €@em Mississippi. Musgrove and Ghosn
announced the location of the plant on Novemb&090.

“When Carlos Ghosn and I first met, he shared ls®n for Nissan, and | shared my
vision for Mississippi,” Musgrove said. “Our visie were similar, and focused on a
future built on our common promise and potentibday, those visions have become
realities.”

Under Musgrove’s leadership, the state passed thvamtage Mississippi Initiative,
recognized as one of the most aggressive econa@waapment packages in the nation
and a key component in the state’s ability to IHmNissan plant.

In June 2002, Nissan announced it would expandgitikty before it even opened, due
to strong demand for its vehicles in North Ameriddne expansion adds 1 million square
feet to the 2.5 million square foot facility, argpresents an additional investment of
$500 million. When fully operational, the $1.4lioih facility will produce 400,000
vehicles per year and employ 5,300 people.

Musgrove hailed the opening of the plant as a signioe rest of the world that
Mississippi can compete at the highest levels.

“The rest of the world has noticed what's happeriage. The rest of the world is aware
of what we can do,” he said. “The world will betalsing as we continue our partnership
with Nissan and the pursuit of excellence together.
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Musgrove said the impact of the Nissan plant gaebéyond the immediate jobs created
at the facility and the more than 26,000 indirettsj expected to be created as suppliers
and support industries around the state.

“The business community, both in America and arotivedworld, realize that we have
something tremendous to offer, both in our peopkkia our commitment to new and
existing industries,” he said.

Musgrove cited recent publications touting theestatompetitivenessSte Selection
magazine has listed Mississippi as one of theaastates in the nation for locating
industry, and the January 2003 issu&xgansion Management magazine ranked four
Mississippi cities in its list of the 50 hottesties for expansions. The latest issue of
Forbes magazine also ranked two Mississippi cities ifigsng of the 150 “Best Places
for Businesses and Careers.”

More than 53,000 jobs have been created at ove02@w and expanded facilities since
Musgrove took office in January 2000. Total cdpitaestments over the past three
years total nearly $15 billion.

“Nissan and Mississippi are working together, aredstand ready to work together with
other industries as well,” Musgrove said. “Misggsis open for business.”
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