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Taking a Head-On Approach to Health Carelssuesin Mississippi

Providing better health care coverage for all Misigpians continues to be a top priority
of my administration. We are constantly looking f@w, innovative ways to improve
the quality of life for every person living in ostate. The Governor’s Health Care
Summit Series includes three health care summite toeld across the State of
Mississippi.

We cannot possibly tackle all the critical healtinecissues facing the people of our state
in one day. That is why we are bringing togetrealtn care experts with people who
utilize medical services through a series of headite summits to create solutions that
make health care opportunities and access bettevéry Mississippian. These health
care summits will be helpful to every Mississippranging in age from birth to senior
citizens.

We are taking a head-on approach to the healthissuwes in Mississippi, and we expect
to create open dialogue that will result in solnsidhat make health care opportunities
better for every Mississippian. Solutions that wikate an even better atmosphere for
living in our state.

The health care professionals and providers inebimghe summits come from different
areas of the state, with different areas of intesad expertise. We do have one thing in
common; we are committed to ensuring that everggrem the state of Mississippi has
access to top quality health care options andhespportunity to have their medical
needs met.

The first summit in the serie§overnor’'s Health Care Summit-Solutions For the
Uninsured will address the health insurance needs of thplpeof our state and will be
held June 1, 2001, in Jackson. It will featuréesteaders, nationally recognized state
and federal health policy experts, legislatorsymters and consumers in panel
presentations, reactor panel discussions and atiezebreak out sessions.

The second summit in the seri€qvernor’s Health Care Summit — Measuring, Ypll

be in Tupelo on August 21andwill focus on the health care issues where Misgjssi
faces challenges. For the last several years $ipgi has been ranked near the bottom
in areas such as heart disease, diabetes, breast cgreening, overweight teenagers and
adults, physical inactivity, emergency room visitgl teenage births. This summit will
give us the opportunity to bring together expert®wan help develop new ways to
approach improvements in the health areas thatarnuing to harm the people of our
state.

The third summit in the serieGovernor’'s Health Care Summit — Defining the Negfds
Mississippi’s Senior Adultsvill in Hattiesburg on October 22and 2%, and will
explore new ways to develop feasible and accouatsdiutions, which will address the
health care needs of Mississippi’s growing sentartgpopulation.



Senior Mississippians are vibrant, thriving andymavital role in every community
across our state. Seniors serve as mentors, tutdrsolunteers in an effort to make a
positive difference in their communities. It isportant that we are defining what their
needs are in regard to health care so we can nuiakelsey are getting the services
necessary to maintain a good quality of life.

The conferences are free and the public is weldona¢gtend. Pre-registration is required
in order to prepare lunch for meeting participants. get more information about the
Governor’s Health Care Summit Series, call 1-87Z-2890 or on the Internet at
http://www.mhap.org/healthcaresummit/register.html.

Mississippi is facing a critical need for bettenlie care options in the rural areas of our
state. We need improvements made in the areasatthiinsurance and preventative
health care, and with our state’s growing seniattgabpulation, we have new things to
learn about their health care needs. We are cdetrtid having healthier children -
healthier adults - healthier Mississippians.



