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co:1CEALED CODES R P ISON COi'Cft., I~ATION 

These codes all utilize words or parts or word3 from tho main tody of an open lettett. The words or parts of words are selected out aeeording to certain keys and then arranged. i n sequence . 

The simplest of these codes is one in whioh t he position of the uord or part is t he er! t !cc. l f actor. Any wo:rd oza pa:c•t t ha t touc hes the l L:ie be• c omes part of t he mes sage . This oode wo::rks ">t-.! St with p:r•inting . A ca •d can be used os an e!d in preventi ng t bo lett :Pa f :r0t-n toucti...ing t r.t" line w n writ ing but is not necccssary. 

Exe: .>le : 

Thus t he message is " nOREAWOODTot rJA !.:i. , "" TENI :}AD .mDSDR ." All ttle L'!TJlig ifl.at:ton will s eparsto a n oo:npleto the message , "MoI'alc good . Tom Gaither beaten, eye bad• nee'3.s Doctor , .. 

In t't.i.e ex rpl e given e.nd. n t he f oll owing codes a liberal att itude towards spel l ing, ubre t!ations, and grwmiar wi l l make it eas1er to compose t he message and f'it it into the letter. EffQvt shouJ.d be made to avoid the open body of ~· e latter fl-om becoming contrived which is a tip off to censors. Effort ahoul.d be made t o bree.lt up g1ve- awny words l ike "beat en" ~ "Ga1'tr..er" in t his cs.s e as t hey may ·0,:1~ t :im&a a t tract suspicion. As it ta~ea so e ·t;Ime t o compose a good coded lettor tL"lla s hould be alloted f or t h13 well b ·,fore the lettei .. 'Wri t lr1e; period in jail. 

Another code using the ea..~ p i nc· pcl coul d be ba3 don alternation bet\aeen c pital letters and lower cnse l et er$, with any let ters written i n l ,ower oase lette?ta be,.ominf:, part of t he .~e:J lo>::igo. Lett;ers like c,o,s, ~ ,z which have th.e sru:rie form both i n oap1tal£l and in lower case lett~rs shoul d be kept la1 .. ge except when intended to be part of' , he u1ass~ge. Other letters at ould be sloppy and vary 1n size t o make the di.f'ference between the t wo stulea of lettar!ng less e pr,a...~ ... t . Of course , t h1o code cGn 0•11 bo used with printing. 

Exa,npl e 1 at top or next pnge . 

[ 31 



Another code using t he same principle could be be based on an alternation 
between printing with e. soft pad, blotter, mz newspaper or she t 1L'1.der the 
letter paper and printing with a hard sur:face such as fornrl.ca, arnooth 
concrete, steel under the letter paper. Any words er po.rte which fitom the 
back of the lette:r appear to have been pushed out becomes part of the 
m ssage. This works best with a hard pencil or ball•point pen but can be 
used with a soft pencil. 

Example: Examine back mrB in steeply slanting light if'1poss1ble. 

Another code using a similar princi.ple could be based on incomplete or 
open places in the letters of the open body of the letter. Any .letter 
witr.: one s u.ch skip i n:-:it is pa:rt of the 111es s age . Any letter with two 
such skips makes the whola word part of t .. w message. This code will work 
with both printing and scrlpt . 

E.'Xarn.ple # 

{'l] 



Another code could be 'base1 on t he hooks 
1110ving t "e pen.oil or pen from one letter 
one hook would be part or tho moosngo . 
would lla ma ~ the w .1ole word part of t he 
only be used w1t;h_ . r!nting., 

Examp1e 1 

or) nencl l r uns nften made 1n 
to another, Any letter with 
Any letter with two hooks 
message . Of course t his could 

Another code uould be basod on i 1ine pe:rfe:r0,tiQ.n$1 'Hhi ch can 'be seen when ·he l ette:;:- iii held t~p to the light. 'l"'tiese u~uld be ~de 111th. a f i.!·10 needle • A per!'erction he.f'Qre or to the lef t of a. word tlould r.is w the whole wor·d pm."'t o:t the, message.. A :i;m1--:f'o1.'t-tion Ui.lder ,a lettu , i-;ould rrs£~e . the aylable part of t he titesaage and a perforat ion 1n the mi ddle of a lettex.,, would 1.nake only tbo letter a p&"t of t he mes su.:;e . crui use with print or soript . 

The l ast code ot' this sei-tes .could be baaed on the atl!gnment oi" typing. A woll align.Eld t~~riter ehoUld be -.med so as to not conf use t .1.e message,. A t"aised letter indicates . t he whole w or~d is pa:rt of the n -'s aage. A lowe.r-ed l etter ind1ce.tes t he syl&b1e is p~u:>t of t he eseage.. ft letter s ti·· r tod to the lett 1nd1cates only th.at letter : s pert of tb.e ressage . 1rhis requires some praotics and of eom--se can only be used .ror !,i.essag~s goir.g in t o p1?ison •. 



INS·rRUCl'IONS TO .ANNE 

OO DE: SYSTEM OF PERFORATIONS 

1. Perforation through letter - stands for letter 
2. Perforation before word - stands for warrd 
3. Perforation under word - stands for syllabl e. 

(Onion skin papers seems to be best - show up least) 

fO INDICATE DATE on which letter i s being sent , p erforate above l et t er 
of alphabet (on first l ine) which indicates date, ie., if letter is b eing 

sent on 20th of ronth, place perforation above 20th let t er on fi r st line. 

Perforations above let ters will also be used to signify dates on which " 
other letters have been sent. Perforation above second letter of first line 
will signify that letter was sent on the second da,y of the month. If 2 
l etters were sent on that day, there will be 2 perforations above the letter 
signifying date. (Perforation on left - Anne; Perforation on r ight - Be tty) 

(Last p·erforation on first line ( above letter) indicat es dat e on whi ch 
current letter is being sent. 

• RE: INVISIBLE MESS AG ES 

NOTE: Invisible messages are best sent on inside of envelope. 

TO Indicate Where Invisible Message Can Be Found: 

Outsid e of envelope - front ••••••• 1 
Outside of 
Cl nli de of 

Inside of 

" 
" 
" 

- back •.....•. 2 
- front ••••••• 3 .L/ 

- be.ck •••••••• 4 v"""' 

First p age - front •••••••••••••••. s 
- First page - back •••••••• • •••••••• 6 

Second page - front ••••••••••••••• 7 
--. Second page - back •••••••.•••••••• 8 

*'H*-Perforate after line (1 t o 8) t o t ell ~here mes sage can be found . 

CS> I MPORU.NT: ro indJ.cate that letter con t ains message in invisible 
writing or co e mes sage, do following -

USE UNACCu sroMED NAME IN 8.AL Ur ArION -

le. Dear Bi or Dear B ud ( for B-;ron) 
Dear Annie ( for Anne) 
Dear Liz (for Betty) 

Will message appea r on or in envelope Q!: on pages of letter? · 
I f adddress appear s on 1,etter, message is contained on backs 

of letter pages. 
If addres s is mi s sing, message will b e found in envelop e . 

HOW TO INDICATE WHAT FORM OF INVISIBLE vm:UING IS BEING USED. 

1. Blot or x-out (if typewritten) at roP, indicates that saliva 
is re-agent. 

2. Blot or X-out a t ro:rroM, indica tes urine i s re-agent • 
. v 3. Blot or X-Out in MI DrLE, indi cates soap solution i s re-agent . 

• 

f~J 



I N&rRUC·rIONS r o AN NE - Page 2 

TO SIGNIFY ·rHAT OODE MESSAGE WAS RECEI VED ••• 
Use phrasce ••• 111 GOT YOUR LErrER ••••••• II 
If first t is not cro s s ed, this ~eans one message was received ; 

i f two t 1 s not crossed, thi s means two messag es r eceive ; i f three t 1 s 
not cross ed, three messages received. 

I f nQ. cod e mese:a e s ·nvolvec , ~- nI enj oye . e ding your l etter 
of (name ,'"3at e) ••• or, some such thing • . .• 

NOTE: DUPLICATE s ecret en il cod e messages . ( ;:;end via two letters) ••• 
If a.ny thing important, have it appear in two l et t ers - chances of getting 
t hrough greater. 

OTHER POSSIBLITY ro CDNVE'l MESSAGES: 'fhrough indirect i on. Us,e 
non-exi stent relatives or remote references. EX. .As I told you, I am 
wo rking for the Corinth Publishing Comp any and t hey are teaching me a 
lot : ••• or We went t o a par t.y last night given for Aunt Cora •••• etc. 

NOTE: On each of two pages make sure t his app ears : 
To: BYRON BAI!,"'R 
From: ANNE BAER 

PS - Seeme for parallel code. 

M v-1\'\ ,'V\ ; ~ -(: e.:. \f\. '\ e-Ld 

(ol.{ 5 vJ ~ sT . 

B' ~ V\ au. a.- 8, Ls. 



The choice or cade depends somewha.t on individual writing styles. Howeve:r I would recomend 1110st 1ighl7 codes 1.2,4, and ? • 
Bob Roge:rs a. nd J.·oel Gr,eenbe:rg have been t horo~ hly briefed on codes 1,.,2,$,61 and7 and a simpler form of code 4 1n which only one 1noanplete space in a letter 1s used to indicate ,a letter is part of the lll8ssage but there ia no .separate way to 1ndica.te that whple words are pa:rt or a mes•age. To 1nd1cate that there is a meseage f or them to decode 1n a lette:r uae any form of . unusual salutation or nicknanle .._ at the start of the letter. 

I f you have any question• on the se codes or d1f tere.nt codes you mi ght n$ed 1n t he .tuture please call me• Byron M. Baer ;• 13.5 Belmont st, •. , Englewood N.J.i,- LOwel1•7-0397·• · 
P.s. Do Kot use code 6 with Parchman as there .may be a. poas1b111ty 
that the censor ther is on to it.' 

C] 



CONCEALED CODES FOR PRISON COMMUNI CATION 

These codes a l l utilize words or parts of words !'1:--om the main body of an 

open l e tter . The words or par ts of words ar e selected out according to 
certain keys and then arr anged in sequence. 

The simplest of these codes is one in which t e position of the word or 

part is t he c1"1 tica l f actor . Any word or pa.l"t t h~ t touc hes t he line be• 

c omes pa:rt of t he message• Tl is code works best with printing.. A car·d 
can be used as an aid 111 p:reventing t he letters f rom touching the line 

when writing but i.a not neccesaar y .• 

Exruupl e : 

Thtl$ t he message is " nOREALGOODTOMGA ITBEATENr >ADNEEDSDR . " Alit t le 

imma.gination will separate and complete the me ssage , nMorale good . Tom 

Gaither beat en,. eye bad - needs Doctor.'" 

In the examplt~ given and i n the f oll owing codes a. liberal t.i ttttude towar ds 

spelli ng, abre iations, and gr a."lll'.lUll' will make it easier to compose t he 
message and f 'it it into the l etter~ ~ffort s houl d be made to a.void the 
open body of t he letter i'rorn becoming contrived which is a tip o:ff to 

censors . Ef!'ort s hould be ma.de to break up give- away words like "beat en" 

or "Gaithe:r" in t his case as t hey may sometimes attract suspicion. As it 

takes some time to compose a good coded letter til'lle s hould be alloted f or 

t his well before t he let te1~ writ ing period i i'l j ~il. 

Another code ~.1si11g tho sa..1".e 4 r i nc:1.p. l c oul d be based on a lternatio 

between capital letters and lower case letters., with any l etters written 

i n l ower case lett~rs becoming .art of t he me s sage. Letters l ike c,o,s, 
i;c< , Z which have t •. e same f o:rm both in capitals a nd in lower cas e letters 
s hould be kept l arge exc 0 pt w ,!.e n intended to be part of t e .mas sage . 

Ot her letters shoul d be sloppy and va.ry in size to make the difference 
between t he t wo stiles of lettering l e ss apparent . Of course , this code 

can ollly be used with printing . 

Exrunpl e: at top of next page . 



Anothcu., code usi1 . the san1e prino1ple could be be based on an. alternation be tween pri nting wi t h e so.ft pa<l, bl ott er, a newspaper or she , t u.nde11 the l etter· pupar and p:,\inti nw witb a bard surf ace such as f ormioa • smoot h eonc:re te, s teel ur~der t lrie l~e t t e:r paper. Any words or parts wi'"...ieh :from the back of t h.e l etter appear to have boen pushed ol.lt becomes parat of t he uiessa.:>e . This vo~Its best with a bar d pencil or ball•poi nt pen but can be used w.1 t 1 a soft penc:tl. 

Exsmple t Exn.1111ne baek .a 1n steeply slant ing light 1ntposa1ble. 

Anothe:r code using a si.nd l a:r p1->incipl e coul d be ba~cd on ! ncot!lpl e t c or open pl aces in t he letters of' t he o· an body or: t he l e o;;ter,. J.\ny letter with one s uch skip i n i t i s par t of . 10 .n.ess a.r:..e . Any letter with ttrw s uch skips mak$S the whol e wor d p:lr>t of t .::ie :nes s e . e . Th.!s code t1il J. wor'" with bota pr ::l:ntil ~ and s cript . 

· E:tample i 



Another code coul d be ba sed on t he hooks 
111oving t he pencil OI' pen f rom one letter 
one .1oolc would be part of t he me nsa.ge • 
woul d lmi. make t he whol e word part of t he 
onl y be used wi.th pr i nting . 

Exampl e : 

or penci l r uns aften made in 
to another . An · l etter- with 
Any letter> with two hooks 
message . Of course t his coul d 

Another code woul d be based on :f'i:ne per f er a tions ,. whi ch c an be seen when 
t he l etter is held up to t he light . These woul d be made with a f i ne 
needl e . A per.feration before or t o t he l e f t of a word would make the 
whol e word par•t of th0 message . A perf orat ion tll'lder a let t i)r would make 
t he sy l s.b l e part of t he mes::;age and a peri'or•at ion in t he ni.i dd l e o:f a letter 
would make onl y t he let ter a part of t he message . Can use with print or scl"' i p t . 

Exrunpl e : Fold away and hol d up t o l i ght . 

The l ast code of t h i s aeries could be ba sed on t he d:lignment of t ypir..g . 
A well al i gned t ypewrite!' should be used so as to not confuse the me ssage . 
A raised l etter i ndicat es t he whol e word i s part of the me s sage . A l owered 
l e tter indica t es t he s ylable !s part of t he messae;e . .4 l e tter s hi f ted t o 
the le f t indi ca t es onl y t hat l e tter i s part of t he mes sage. Th is r equire s 
some practi ce and of coQrse can only be used for mes saee s going i n t o prison . 

n] 
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"re: Anne 
From: Sister Betty 

1. Re: 

Telephone Nos. Arthur Bloom - MPO 
TR. 5-7000 

C.Q. R. E. - Cyril Simon 
38 Park Row 
dJ. 7---0055 

Phenolphali en - d ( , 
'1M \q1 o-r~ ~r- ~ 'li--of"~~(< ­

To decipher - Use small ruoount of 'phenol' in small quanti t y 

To Send 

of water and apply with damp cloth to surface 
of paper. I f not successful, make solution strongel:' 

- Use .e,tro~ solution of 1phenol I and water. 
Apply with fine speed.ball pen in large block 
lettering as lightly ax passible so there is no 
trace of the lettering. 

Note; Experiment on your own before sending 
to see how it works. Arthur say s there 
are many factors involved so that it re­
quires juggling and experimentation -
i e. quali ty of pap er - amount of chemi cal e t c. 

2. To steam op en envelope if it is to be used for messages -

Use large pot wi t h li t tle water and hold envelope over 
wire screening or two sticks t o i nsure that fibres of 

paper will not loo s ten and result i n smu<lged message. 
Arthur says it requires very lit tl e s t eaming. Res eal 
carefully with hou sehol d paste. 

Note: Arthur suggest that best place for mes sage i s no t 
tin i nside of envelope ( envelope may be muti l at ed by 
censor ) o r on backs of sheets but on f ace of l ett er 
where you are writi ng ( this is the way it is done 
professionally, he says) • Application of soap solution 
may smudge or damage your handwriting bu t the message 
will stand out large and clear ( it will have been written 
in lettering much larger than written hand). 

5. Pleas e truce in our mail while we are awey and open any let t er from 
your spouse. Watch for t I s uncrossed in nl got your let ter" to s ee 
if he got our messages. 

4. Please see that cats are fed . ·rhanks a lot. 

5. Call Cyril Simon at Q)RE to find out when Byron reaches Parchman. 

RMNDERS RE WRITING m BYOON: 

If you us e invisible writing - t here will be -l3et blot 
in middle of page to indicate soap solut ion is reagent. 

No address at top - message insi d e envel ope. 
Address at top - message on pages . 

I ni:Ucate date s ent and -ee4e-m-es-eag-es- .P-ee-ei-v-ea-da t es previ ou s 
letters sent by perforations above l etters on f i r s t l ine. 

EO - I 'm a nut!-

.. 

• 







.¥-, 

The following are answers to questions ask~d by Freedom l.iders curr ently 
be ing held in the . Maximum Security Uni t -.. of Parchman Penni tent i ary . · 

A .;: • 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

A. 

A. 

Q. 
Ao 

A. 

Can one appeal his l unicipal eourt convic t ion within 40 days with0.ut \ 
posting $ 500 bond and thus rema i n in jail? ·. 
Only a ft er filing an affi davit of paupercy , which the court i s not 
likely to a_ccept knowing that .,CORE; funps are availabl e . 

4 11; 1'~ ;:4G? "# J/trt/1/1'1 -
Can one~ ~ . '<' '' 500 Von and thus remain i n j a il? 
Two have done so o However the court h s §ince rul ed to no longer a llow 
this o 

Are t he (1;o unt y Court trials ,On c,s cbedule? 
ow , yes ~ They will continue into May . 

- :_ .. -- ~-

Do all of the ounty court convictions result in a 
plus a $200 fine ? 

--- - ~ 
sentence of 4 months 

I n the case of No lo Contendre pleas the sentences 
suspended plus $200 ..f~ t::tts ) 11 o \I\ I~ 

have been 4 months 

Is time already served on a lunicipal Court s ent ence credit ed to the 
aunty C urt s entence? \ . . . 

Probably not . The sentence must be served from the begi ningJ 

How much add i tional bond is required by the Bounty gourt? 
$1 , 000 i n additton to the Municipal Court bond , except for ~he Thomas 
case whi ch was $1 , 500 . · · 

I~ it possible to r eturn to j a il while appealing the sent~nce of th~ 
c ounty gourt? 
Yes , the bond may ~e picked up~immediatel y a ft er sentencing only o 

\ 

Q . '.vhen will the eircui t court appea l be he l d? 
A. Perhaps in 6 months . The 6ounty 6ourt judge i ndic at ed that a 

consider~ble del ay in printing the court record nd delivering it 

A. 

" 

Ao 

Ao 

() . 
"\: 0 

• 

0 

could be exp cted a s a result of the overload of the 6ounty 6our.t clerk o 

Ho , long a del y c n e expe ct ed bet ween the Circuit eo rt heari11~ 
a d the Stat e Supreme Court he' T<thg? 

robably l ess than the d lay between Count and- Circuit Court _app~al s 
s the record ~ill a l ready have been printed o 

I s the-ea y wa t post one the m~j ority of the tri a l s · nt il precedent 
is 0; s t .c: is·19d. b the h · g est co 1 ? 

- .; if eGRE will ·agree t s end no m. re Freedom Riders , vhich they 
a r e 1,1:i l i p; o do .. 

W~ a d here will th hearin · on t1e ' njunction ba sed t e 
Constitut ion lit of the stat te b held? 

Sept . 5, 96 before th Feder al istric 

d a y.- a p · ea 

Co rt (three man) . ; / 
· '"') vh 7/ ~ 

of the Federal Di s tric Court r · n ? 

an appe&l c. irly 
y i i n6 an 

I s any a ct ion ·pro v l e ba se on, the Eighth Amendment ( unusu;"" l puni s hment)~ 
Tog'Some .act ion wb l d be pos s i b e but would be l ong and costly, · ' 

... ~·.;, ,.,._ ' 
[tsJ 
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The f ollowing /are answers to questions asked by Freedom Riders curr ently 
being held i~y ,-the Mai:µnum Security Unit of Parchman Pennitentiary. 

f.\• ' 9-an one a ppea l his lunicipal Qpurt conviction within 40 days without 
1/b,~,·posting $500 bond affd thus remain in jail?· 

;A~ .;,,,Only a fter :· filing an affidavit of paupercy, which the court is not 
- ~ ikely to accept knowing that ..lCORE fun~s ar~~ available. 

1 4hJ$i /,f d;>J}~ttl r::J.,./ ffJ ,tl fl~ ri 'rvl"l'I "'r -/'A~ 
Q. Qan one ~ickJ\1"21'tln $500 bO'hd and thus remain in j a il? 
A. 1wo have . done so. However the court has @ince r ul ed to no longer allow 

t his. ; 
f I ' 

ci . . ,, re · t pe::·\puntY{fi.,l~;,~,¥,t.;gi,a:l.s. ,on · se,~eduie? 
A. , . ow, 1ye,5. The~ ill continue . 

I i ' . 
Q . ;no all I of the •ounty 4~urt convictions result i n a sentence of 4 months 

:Plus f,1 a $200 fine? · ""· i · · 

' A. tin t ,he case of No lo CC>ntendre pleas t he sent ence s have been 4 months 
"'··1 s uspended plus $200 fine. 

Q.," ~~ls,/ i!me. a lready served on a ,llmicipal iourt s entence credited to the 
: . fl~W}ty ~ourt s entence? .,. '* 
· A. 1Pr:ppably not. The sentence must be served from the begining 

, , I!' ·r,~. 
,, .· -,, ~ · ' "'\ < ' 

Q. ~;"H~,/ 'much a dditional bond is required by the e·ounty court? 
A. ··t $:t1,000 in addition to the blunicipal 1ourt borid, except for t he Thomas 

'c~se which was ,$. 1 -·~O. ?~' ··•· • ' t v.f' 

'> 
Q. I,p it possibl e to r eturn to j a il while a ppealing t he sentence of the 
st .i.G.Ppnt y &burt-? 

,A·~ ;,I 1ef's; the bond may be picked up~immediately a ft er sentencing only • 

. . i liS::a;!1ln t~enr:;!~~:~t ,~:r~o:ba,o~~ hj!~!e indicated that a 
:- t·-t}' 'i~ cws i derable delay in pr i n~ing the court r ecor d .and deliver ing it 
_.,~~ .. t·'· ~ou.ld be expee-ted -as a r-e1:mlt ~f. the -o.v.e~load- o.f -the JJounty ~ourt cler:•• 
; ,:i.:,' l.\ ' ' ' ' ' ' '1;i " t·: 

•"-;-{ ' Q).1 KAw lon~ .. a del,9.y can b.Jr expecte,g 'be.- tween the :i{Circuit .. ¢ourt hearing 
';? , . 1 ,, a~q the 'Jta te 18upreme 1=ourt herut-i~; ? , I. fr 

{ · .. 'iJ!·~~. Prqpf blr! l ess :than thei delay between County . and Circuit Court a ppeals ): JI .· as tne record will already have been printed. 
i.' 'i:-- " J 

} ; g.\· Is ~here any way to postpone the majority of the t r ials until precedent 
·Mi ~ is. _esta blished by the highest · court? 
·J.&·<~~~Wl«liE will agree to send no more Freedom Riders, which they 

,;;~ \ arl3 unwilling to do. 

''. f)'fQ~',.' .l(ken and. where will the hearing on the injunction ba sed on the 
h / .. Constitutionality of the statute be held? 
;f ·'t. \. . Sept. 25, 1961 before the fiederal District Court ( t hree man). 

J
/. t ~ Wh~n and where would any a ppea l of the Federal Dist~ict Court ruling 

1 be heard? 
& The United States Supreme Court would probably hear an a ppeal f a irly 

/ 
1 promptly as the Justice Dept. ha s . shown its interest by filing an 

) Amicus Curia brief. Perhaps within f our months from now. 
I 

Q. 
A. 

What would _he -~P~~ c_onsequences of a favorable decision? 

Rider;dfW YJ. ff~tt1._ {P(.p~ :'1 /tel-> f Yo141> c/lf''-,trj 7 49 p ;;1,1 y /. J!c.t>V..Jd~ 
It migh.t .. ~esult in A -tepp'ina tion f. ~rther pro~cings with Freeidom 

i.diY'f'tC~A 1-/#!ICJ /H cl ~ -f. .S ~4". e,,q<t k ~ Tde"?/frt 'S~ 
Q. ~ hat is~he s~ation with the Habeus e"'orpus W~i t? (Wycoff) · 
A. .Original case closed when appelant completed sentence. It would . be 

impractical to apply for a writ 'for other persons a s litigation irould 
not be completed within the period of a six month. sentence. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A' 
• 

Is any a ction probable based on the Ei ghth Amroad~ent (unus ua l punishment) 
No. Some action would be possible but would be long and costly? 

What influence can the LCC hearings have? 
A~tron?ly f av?r n 3.y dee-~~n coulrl_~r!"lTe~--~-a'!"!~1-..t,-,.h,.&-l'i'~awa: -~ 'F ·n 9,.1..Lo cyi v~ j. 
i n Jt.mc t e , a·~.:n.nst ~ .. ~ arr.·e,s ·t s ~ ~p olt 1 ~1 ; cY/evt1/r~ 11 d!" / 14/'elrf/df'~ 
eo ~ ll*"f 1re. . J u/-eJ.t ,t r 1: 11) /; ~~ 1,,!,JJ{4 I CC' If' 1 

JY:bb 
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Capt . Ra t .J •. L.Ray 

Fros cutor :t By who ar- you e.mplayed? 

Capt • .Rayt Ci t y of J a okaon, Polic• Department. 

f>ros recutor : w lnttg na.ve y<l1u been $ · ember, et the p 11 

t he Cit y of J41ekat1n, Ca,ptain • · Tl 

Capt. P..ays 'rwent:r year.t . 

Pr os eutort Capta n Ray , in your twenty years xper1en-ce with 't'h 

Jackson Pol i ce Depa,rtment 'have y u ev '",r nad. any exper ence 

i n handli ng erowda ot p op1e? 

Capt . F.ay.t I have. 

Pros outori St ate to the Court tiibethe:r or no you wer on duty on June 

the 21st ,. 1961? 

Capt . by# I was. 

t 

hoeecutor t .State t-0 t he Court whether r not. you know were the Trai l w& s 

bus t ~rminal is located i n JackSO'l ,, :U.ss.issippi? 

Capt . Ra t X do. 

Pro ee tor t State t o th.e Court whet her or not the.t bus terminal · s with• 

in the irst Judiot al Dist rict of Hinde Count, Miss ss1pp? 

Capt . Rayt it, i e . 

troseeut r, State to the Courl whether or not 1ou had an ocoa:anion to 

be at t at Tr ai w s DU'S 'te'rmina: n June 21. 196:u 

Clapt . ay:. I did. 

Proeecutor ,t State t0 the Court whdher or not e defendant was at 

t hat bus termtna tm that da:y? 

[ 1'fJ 



Sta_te to the Cott.rt whether or not you had oeeasion to ph.ce 

Capt •. Rays 1 did. 

person present and eong:regated witl1 this defend:;int at ths 

Capt . Rn.ys Yes sir. 

notice that this de:f'and£1..nt vas eo.roing to J aokeon1 

Capt . Biyt I did. 

Prosee-ut0cr : State to the Cou:vt wbeth~Jt O'r noil you heartl cituene of 

4aokson and / or Rinds Co~'1ty e~r ss tbfflilselves as to the 

pendi g arrival of this de,foodant? 

Capt . Ray.: I did . 

Prosecti.tcr, State t o the Cour · w~ther or not Y('U had oeeasion to 

Ord¥- t his defendant to ~ove on? 

Capt . Ra71 7 did. 

Pros-eeutor:; Stat~ ·to the Court whether o:r not the defendant o eyed 

your o:rcl.er at that tinle'? 

Caph Rayt ~b.e di d 'lot . 

Prost!cuto:r-1 s_··te.te to th~ Court w'hethe:r __ YoU"'Qrre~t.ed thls defendant bef or• ,or .afte-r you gave ne't tue oroer to move oo.7 



; 

Cript. n:li!y, $ . · swu anti 'tttd .i:ilttsf' t f~V:il'! t li> erd r t . O~Ei:. 

Pr-0f},e.;><,-ut,~rt Ca11t.U'i:tt itaf, Btc~\e tG Ml.fl. Cl.;).ut't and th~ juJ"1 t)ie: eir't'!um• 

sta 'tC,tt$ t1nd~r vbinh tlll; d~!en1ia:nt w$. ~ · ~tii.id1 

w Md ;t;.dva ee ~.oU.ce tna;t h is defuncl nt 3l· t e il.ofitb 

otl'Mtre 'Wi" l:!•iq te .a.<:dtso.n .t'w · tb$ purpo~~ Qf et'~atitii 

tJi in~id~r.l"t.. At t..~t tt~, I W!1.U.¥ A:ii'i~1ijn,1d t o tb~ '!:Niil• 

~~,11 oua t*.lrl"!i~l. (1Li.rewngte.nce3 M~re sl;Wh. t ll&Q\ l f~lt tt 

ru,c~tnt$.l'¥ t t1t .$:Ct , $Ud act quiekl,y; wh;!~ l did. I .Ql!"de• 

w~d 'thi s 1.~:e,u1d:~.n.t to Mve en, ahe nfan~ w obt!'lf' th,• 

,e;rd r':,: ~n6i l t1<l«t.t:~d b.:t'11' u.11,-S.er ,:rt:J:ir (;.. 

:tr.•e11t, ~if C~pt.,1.n lit0,7, :itat.it. t~ -tl'i1l C-0urt wutoo:r 11; n.:>t. tn~t'El wrure 

oth,,r ,~~,~ •. tnt is p,op. ~ ~tbG:r than too~~ yf'1u :1i 

. l'~f',t~d ttt t!. · t~:r,,"ai!flal at th t M:tt$-1 

Capt . 'aqt t~~ ~!.Jv. 

P1:'0~~el.lt.Ol"t f~ m~n;t ~o:iile w~t"'er tla~l"e t1U1o:1r tt~ii t..b1tl .::-S~fe~!~""lt/t 

C..ap .D:11 l ,i .... ~ abott.'t. ,t .v-ty p~l~ or ~~ ' • 

PFU~$~ut ll"'i Did )''1:t~ e:t'd~ anyone t ,o r:.t:ovre -i,tb, t than th.~ Jo\l. ar,r~sted1 

Capt. i~t I did. 

F-ro,s~eut.ol"i i)~ d th{;i&a p;,;.fs.f)ns c.~iwr ymY.l" o;rd~ · 1 

'.J.,,pt. i':!1l 'X ist."}J dto. 1'h~y odl d obe:J tl'ffl -o~~t" . n .~ iJ:t1tY nett,,, ! would 

~~.;1'. a'ri'~'(ft~d too~. 

fr~.~tut°'rt· i t-1i1t.~ to th C*i;.rt wb:t·rt.h~r w · no,t '1•"''1l · d: cc~1d.{,n b~ .,,., """ 

t.~ ~ti o-l tbfi! ~ ~.f ~e,.ti ~ tn. t,~t t ~rm.t.::1al at th•t.. ttmef 

Pl'@~eutf;l:J*t 1 .d :ou ft!~~ an ~h1~1 $tl to 't~e ma@d of taat. c:rii~'»td! 

(~J'-• iil~t & $"1r. 

?roi.,"'~uta~1 !na w~t is ;f""'J,I' Qpi.Wion,, $it-? 



,r~1~t . 'Rttsr ,. 

~11' . n:rewni 

Pr.01Socutol"t 
'l'U<:t th~ ¥i;' itmzH . 

t ht·cuf;h l'eg-,1,lri,;r r;0,1i.te cli~r ... ~;r;lt,i. f\" ,,il.l ti the ~Jr 1 c;ot it . 
'fhf'/)\lffh r ,i-ag'ul.1r pcUcG a.~a:rm,,i).g 'i' 





Yes . 



r(';l.pt •. r, y : 1'M$ dst~n,Lnt aod h!l.;!1• ,t:r11· ;, wnlk d in. 1 e:r w~km1 n.~ar 
~' 

( Atf 
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NEW YORK POST, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMIJ~R 20, 1961 

On Going to Jail 
mrn JOSEPH BARRY 

Paris. 
What would you go to jail for? In what do you believe with sufficient 

passion to risk a prison sentence? 
Along with Bertrand Russell, the 89-year-old philosopher who is Britain's 

greatest figure {you may prefer Churchill), a distinguished clergyman who takes 
his Christianity with punished sincerity, two well known English playwrights, a 
poet and a scholar also have been im- . . 
prisoned for a sit-down protest against the pmba? _boys of a bowlmg alley whq 
the danger of a nuclear war. :Vere stnkmg for 8 .cents. an hour. 

The spectacle of that grand old man mstead of 6 (or was it 18 mstead of 
being sentenced has saddened many; l??). ?in~e there was no law against 
the hypocrisy of the many who have picketing m A:nn Arbor_, at_ least then, I 
sat in judgment has sickened me. The was found guilty of loitering. 
occasion is not so much to sit in judg- For the student of that time, it was 
ment of Russell, or even his judge, but quite serious. It was one thing to spend 
to sit in judgment of ourselves. Rus- a night in jail for painting the town 
sell may be right or wrong in what he blue and gold before the big game; it 
believes and those who say he is wrong was another to be sentenced for an 
are not 'necessarily moral cowards, for action painted Red by the police. To­
they may be right. day I .am ashamed not for what I have 

To disarm whether the Russians dis- done m the past, but for what I have, 
arm or not is a dreadful dilemma. But too often failed to do. 
what Russell has done has been abso- =to ~ =to 
lutely right: it is in logieal accord with Now what does one do? "The only 

obligation which I have a right to as-
1\lurray Kempton is on vacation. sume," wrote Thoreau in the essay on 

, . . , ,. .. . J:W< m civil cj.isobedience which so inspires 

the convictions of a wholly admirable 
logician. How many of us would go to 
jail for what we- believe in? It certain­
ly need not be what Russell believes 
in; his case asks for nothing less than 
the examination of our own conscience. 

:/- :/, '=to 
Seven out of 10 Americans have told 

Gallup pollsters they would fight 
(die?) for the freedom of West Berlin­
ers. Fine. The tree of liberty, as Jeffer­
son said, is watered by the blood of 
freedom fighters. How many of the 
seven would shed it for the civil free­
dom, say, of Southern Negroes? 

How many would brave a Southern 
prison if that were the price of being a 
Freedom Rider? They don't believe in 
the Freedom Riders? Then what do 
they believe in enough to pay the 
price? What do they really mean by 
the freedom of Berlin or the freedom of 
anything for which they tell pollsters 
they are willing to fight? 

Personally-we must be personal in 
this examin~tlon or it is nothing-I am 
prouder !or having gone to jail once as 
a college student than for the Phi Beta 
Kappa key picked up along the aca­
demic way. I had led a picket line for 

Russell and his companions, "is to do 
at any time what I think is right." 

Not being a pacifist, though, as time 
passes and war.s become total, pacifism 
acquires for me a moral purity that in­
creases in meaning. I cannot sit down 
with Russell, though I would defend to 
the death {which proves I am not a 
pacifist) his right to do so. It is too 
late to do anything about McCarthy­
ism, but I hereby submit my name to 
the Birch Society for its list of subver­
sive.s, for I would gladly subvert what 
it stands on. 

I accept the risk of being an honest 
reporter, which is not prison but ridi­
cule, not of being misread or misunder­
stood but · of being mistaken, for basic 
in one's belief should be the possibility 
that one is wrong, though one must do 
at any time what one thinks is right. 
And I pledge to wage the true fight of 
my profession-"to fight," as Lord 
Acton said of the historian, "against 
temptations spe,cial to [one's] mode of 
life, temptations from country, class, 
church, college, party, authority of tal­
ents, solicitations of friends." 

But perhaps first we should all sit 
down somewhere and think seriously: 
Where the hell are we going? 

Distributed by (CORE) Congress of Racial Equality 

38 Park Row, New York 38, New York 
· 111::, 
·~11;r.~" 



November 7, 1961 

to abohsh rac,al discrimination by ~irect, nonviolent methods 

38 PARK ROW 
NEW YORK 38, NEW YORK 

COrtlandt 7-0035 

Carl Rachlin, Esq. 
general counsel 

A DVISORY COMMITTEE 

Ralph Abernathy 
James Baldwin 

Roger N. Baldwin 
Algernon D. Black 

James B. Carey 
Allan Knight Chalmers 

Grenville Clark 
John Cogley 

Earl B. Dickerson 
Eugene E. Frazier 

Harold Gibbons 
Roland B. Gittelsohn 

Sidney Hollander 
George M. Houser 

E. Stanley Jones 
Bishop F. D. Jordan 
Martin Luther King 

Douglas Levin 
David Livingston 

Will Maslow 
A. J. Muste 

Dorothy Norman 
A. Phi lip Randolph 

Ira DeA. Reid 
Walter P. Reuther 
Jackie Robinson 
Arnold M . Rose 

Lillian Smith 
Gardner Taylor 

How ard Thurman 
Goodwin Watson 

Jerry Wurf 
Charles S. Zimmerman 

OFFICERS 

Charles R. Oldham 
chairman 

Henry Hodge 
vice chairman 

Anna Holden 
secretary 

Lula A. Farmer 
treasurer 

James Peck 
CORElator editor 

regional representatives 

Gladys Harrington 
Walter Hayes 

William Larkins 
Evelyn J. Rich 

Frank Robinson 
Sterling Stuckey 

Earl L. Walter 

STAFF 

Thomas Gaither 
Richard Haley 

Genevieve Hughes 
James T. McCain 

Joseph P. Perkins, Jr. 
field secretaries 

Gordon R. Carey 
field director 
Marvin Rich 

community relations director 
James R. Robinson 

membership director 
James Farmer 
national director 

Dear Freedom Rider: 

The NAACP Legal Defense Fund has generously agreed to associate 
itself in the defense of the Jackson Freedom Ride cases. They 
will pay legal fees and expenses for cases still pending. CORE 
and the Legal Defense Fund will share the responsibility for 
bond while CORE will continue to provide travel to and from 
Jackson. 

This will reduce the expense to CORE considerably. It will 
allow us to concentrate on our direct action program and still 
provide the riders with unmatched legal counsel. 

This will also make it possible for individuals to reach the 
decision as to whether or not to plead nolo on the basis of 
their personal preference and not on th;-r;;sis of the avail­
ability of funds. If you wish to plead nolo let me know now. 
If I do not hear from you I shall assurne'"tiiat you will return 
to Jackson for your trial. 

We hope that you will continue to raise funds. The offer of 
the Legal Defense Fund will reduce our needs: It will not 
eliminate them. One final word: policy decisions on future 
Freedom Rides will continue to be made by CORE. 

JF/jb 

Sin~~:~s:4:,,/ 
~rmer 

National Director 

P.S. Word has just reached us that the citadel of segregation 
has been breached. A team of CORE testers has been 
served in the bus terminal in Greenville, Mississippi. 
Terminals in more than 100 cities have been tested already 
by CORE teams. 



For Rel~ase, Wednesday, Nov~mber 8: 

CORE - Congress of Racial Equality 
38 Park Row, New York 38, New York 
Cortlandt 7-6270 

ATTN: Marvin Rich 

CORE National Director James Farmer lauded Jack Greenberg, director of the 

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund for assuming much of the future 

legal burden of defending the Freedom Riders. 

"This unity of action should help make clear to Mississippi segregationists 

that a new day has come," said Farmer. "We in CORE can now concentrate on 

our direct action program and leave much of the legal defense to the NAACP 

which has unmatched skill in this field . " 

Farmer pointed out that CORE will continue to maintain a responsibility and 

an interest in the Jackson cases. At the request of the Episcopal Ministers, 

CORE will continue to defend these 15 cases directly. 

Of the others arrested in Jackson, 85 have been finally adjudicated either 

through serving of the complete sentence, death, or payment of fine. In 32 

cases appeals have been taken from the decision of the Hinds County Court. 

177 cases have not yet reached this court. 

CORE will continue to assume the transportation costs of bringing the Riders 

to and from Jackson for their trials. CORE will share responsibility for bail ; 

bond with the Legal Defense Fund. $177,000 is still needed for this purpose. 

Farmer pointed out that the Freedom Rides have already cost CORE over $282,000 

(See attached schedule). CORE will continue to be solely responsible for 

Freedom Ride cases in Shreveport, Louisiana, Ocala and Tallahassee, Florida 

and Houston, Texas. Future Freedom Ride cases in Jackson and elsewhere will 

also be CORE responsibilities. 



November 2, 1961 

TO: CORE Groups and Friends 

FROM: A.O. Moore, Treasurer 

SUBJECT: Freedom Ride Costs 

CORE - Congress of Racial Equality 
38 Park Row, New York 38, New York 
Cortlandt 7-6270 

To date CORE has spent over $282,000 on the direct costs of the Freedom Rides. 
As of the next term of Hinds County Court, November 13, the NAACP Legal 
Defense and Education Fund will pay lawyer's fees and expenses for the Jackson 
cases. They estimate that these will come to some $75,000. Responsibility 
for the bond will be shared between CORE and the Legal Defense Fund ($177,000 
is still needed for bond). CORE will continue to bear the responsibility for 
travel to stand trial in Jackson. Further Freedom Ride cases including those 
resulting from testing compliance with the Interstate Corrmerce Commission will 
be the sole responsibility of CORE. 

Bail (Jackson, Tallahassee, 
Ocala, Shreveport} 

Legal Fees 

Legal Expenses 

Travel to Stand Trial 

Travel For Riders 

Training For Riders 

Hospital Bills 

Phones, Telegrams 

Printing, Mimeo 

TOTAL 

Freedom Ride Costs 

$164,630.00 

15,050.00 

7,653.11 

28,378.00 

38,210.00 

14,000.00 

1,100.00 

10,530.79 

2,581.29 

$282,133.19 

The listing of Freedom Ride costs does not include overhead, office expenses, 
or fund-raising costs. Nor does it include the expense of other activities 
such as the Housing Workshop and the Virginia Interracial Action Institute. 
Not all bills have been received for expenses that have been incurred. 325 
Freedom Riders have been arrested in Jackson, 18 in Houston, 8 in Tallahassee, 
6 in Shreveport and 3 in Ocala, Florida. 



a national organization with affiliated local groups working 

to abolish racial discrimination by direct, nonviolent methods 

38 PARK ROW 
NEW YORK 38, NEW YORK 

Cortlandt 7-6270 / 
Carl Rachlin, Esq. Dear =::: i, l I \ 

general counsel - -f---------

February 13, 1962 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Ralph Abernathy As you know, your appeal trial in Jackson has been set for the 

JamesBaldwin March - April period. Roger N. Baldwin 
Algernon D. Black 

James B. Carey R 1 h d 1 h i Allan Knight Chalmers ecent y we wrote you t at we were prepare to appea t e conv c-
Gr~~~~~;!~!~ tions of all Freedom Riders. This meant that a $1,000 cash bond 

Earl B. Dickerson would be made available for each person that had not yet had their Eugene E. Frazier 
Harold Gibbons first appeal trial in the County Court. This was predicated upon 

Rola~d B. Gittelsohn assistance from the Legal Defense Fund Sidney Hollander • 
George M. Houser 

E. Stanley Jones 
Bishop F. D. Jordan To date CORE has spent $307,000 on the direct costs of all Freedom 
Martin Luther King Rid h h h Thi i i f Douglas Levin eS t roug OUt t e Country. S S a Stagger ng amount Or an 

David Livingston organization that raised less than $240 000 in all of last year. Will Maslow ' A. J. Muste 
Dorothy Norman 

A. Philip Randolph Since the start of the appeal trials on August 22, there have been 
wait~,aP~~~u~~~~ six acquittals and 94 convictions. Seventy-eight pleas of "nolo 

Hobson~- Reynolds contendere" have been entered and CORE had to pay bond in nine cases Jackie Robinson 
Arnold M. Rose where bond was forfeited. Eleven persons served their sentences. As Lillian Smith $ c. K. steeie the figures indicate, 94,000 in cash has been posted in Mississippi 

Ho~~rr~n;~J:~~0~ and this in addition to the initial $500 cash bond for the release 
Bishop w. J. Walls from jail of each Freedom Rider. Goodwin Watson 

Jerry Wurf 
Charles S. Zimmerman 

There are still 79 Freedom Riders to appeal for trial before the OFFICERS 
Charles R. Oldham first cases can appear in a higher court. In a higher court the 

chairman results are predictable, both in terms of verdict and in terms of 
R~~f 1~~/gh~i~~~~ bond increases. An additional bond may be required at the Circuit 

Henry Hodge Court of Appeals. 2nd vice chairman 
Anna Holden 

secretary The Legal Defense Fund of the NAACP has been extremely helpful in 
A. ~-r~~~:e~ supplying funds for a large number of Freedom Rider bonds, thereby 
James Peck depleting their funds to a point where they can no longer supply bond. 

. CORElator ed.itor They will pay all the legal costs incurred after November 13 in 
regional representatives Mi i i i 

David Dennis SS SS PP • 
Daniel Garrison 
Julius Hobson 
westersweet Naturally, under these circumstances we must modify our plans. I 

sTAFF am asking you to consider entering a plea of 11nolo contendere. 11 

Edward Blankenheim 
B. Elton Cox A l f · 1 l d n h d Thomas Gaither p ea O ' QO O COnten ere means t at you O llOt Wish to COnteSt 

Richard Hal~y the charges and carries with it a misdemeanor conviction of four Norman Hill 
Genevieve Hughes months suspended sentence and a $200. 00 fine. The fine wi 11 be paid James T. McCain 

HenryThomas out of the bond that has been put up and the remainder will be return­field secretaries 
Gordon R. Carey ed to CORE or to whomever put up the bond. In addition, the plea of 

field director "nolo contendere" means that the case will not be appealed and you 
community re1a~oan':idir~if0~ will not have to return to J~ckson for trial. While it is not an 

James Farmer admission of guilt this will be a matter of public record. national director 

continued 
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I must add that no one at CORE is happy about this request but it 
seems, in light of all evidence, ~o be the best way of dealing 
with the problems at hand. This will allow CORE to get out of 
the courts and use its full finances for direct action, which is 
where our battles must be fqught. 

If you cannot see your way clear to enter this plea, we ask that 
you and your friends assist in raising the bond money that will be 
necessary. CORE will accept the money in terms of a contribution 
or a long term loan to be returned when your case is decided by 

• the United States Supreme Court. This may take as long as three 
years. 

Since we must work out a new court £alendar for the coming month, 
we must have an answer as soon as possible. Would you please fill 
_out the enclosed postcard and return it by March 2nd at the latest. 

Thank you very much. 

JF/js 

I want you to ente r a pl ea of "lfo lo Contendere " on 
my behalf D 

I want t o appeal my cas e D 

I intend to finance my trave l and bond through: 

Na.me ___ ___________________ _ 

Phone# _ ___ _ 

Sincerely yous, / :c: ,, 
--~ ~ ~f:rhv/ 

(s t'] 
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Dear Freedom Rider: 

TI,e battle for equality takes many forms. We have acted 
with our bodies in taking the Freedom Ride to Jackson, 
Mississippi and its jails. We have gone back to our homes 
and continued to act. 

I urge you to fill out the enclosed questionnaire booklets 
for they too are a way of acting for equality. It is a way 
of demonstrating who we are and why we do what we do. The 
National Action Committee of CORE has endorsed this research 
project. 

We shall overcome. 

JF/jb 
Enc. 

Sincerely, 



IN THE COW·JTY COURT OJ? THJ.i; FEL::\T JlJDI CI AL DISTRICT OF 
Hn ms CC'UNTY, JvU S3IS3I / :)I 

STAT"2: OF MISSISSI PPI 

vs. NO. ----

MOT Ir N Ti'() r1 J\TxW TR I AL 

Com:; s now the defendant -'.:lnd moves this honoral)lo court to 

set aside tho verdict of tho jury and grant tho dof o ndant a 

n ow trial on tho follow i ng grounds : 

1. (a) Tho st ato h 3.s f ni1 .. ,, a to prove tho offonso charge d 

in tho affidavit. 

(b) Tho verdict is against the: weight of tho crudiblo 

ovidonc o . 

(c) To convict t his do f a nd ant on such a r e cord barren 

of ovido nc o of guilt would de ny to him rights s ucurud by tho 

duo p.roc os s claus o o.f t ho Rou1•t c c n th /\mc ndmon t t o t he Un :L t ud 

St a t u s Constitution. 

2. Tho convictio n o f tho de f e nd ant o n thi s r ucord would 

doprivo him of libe rty and/or proporty without duo proc e ss of 

\ 

law, and d e ny to him tho oqua l prot ection of tho lows, and 

abridge his priviloga s a nd i rununitios as a citizon of tho 

Unit od St a t os, all in viol a t i on o f thu Fourtoonth ;~ ondmo nt to 

tho Un it dd St at es Cons t itut ion Dn d Suct i o n 14 of t he Mi ss issippi 

Constitution; vio l at o 1\rt i clo I,38 claus e 3 of tho Uni ted State s 

Constitut ion; and do pr i v u statuto.s 
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of tho Unit e d St a t o s includinp.; 49 u.s.c. ~316 (d); and do -

privo de f e nd ant o f rights s ~c urod to him by t ho r ~gul ations cl 

tho Int vrst at u Cornnu rc u Cc·m:m iss :i. 0 11 r o gard i n,::s tho s ugr0g a tion 

of tho rac os i n i nt crst ,"3 t u tr ,<:: vo l, b uc aus c : 

a. Section 2 087. 5 of the Miss iss i p p i Godo (1942) anno, 

as amondod ,. is unc onst i. tut ional on it s f ace for tho r o a sons that: 

(1) It is t oo v ague to on ablo a man of ordinary under­

standing to k now it s moan ing ; 

(2) It dol op;ato s l og isl :,tiv e powur to tho pol i c e and 

othe r l aw onforc omon t o ff ici 1ls; and 

(3) It purncrts t o pena lize wholly lawful c onduct 

s r l o ly be caus e suc h cond uct, by r J eson of l 8wloss con­

duct or op positi on t hn r o t o , may occasion a broach of 

thu pe sc o . 

(4) It allows tho duf 0ndant to bo c onvict e d without 

any proof of gui l t o f any c rimo or ov ,,rt act o n tho 

p art of tho dof u nd ant c ontr ar y t o t ho ho lding of tho 

Unit ,l d St at o s Supromo Court in Garn ur vs. Louisiana. 

b. Section 2087.5 o f tho r,,ississipp i Code (1942) nnno, 

as arnond od, on its f aco and GS construe d and applie d to this 

d of ondant, is unc onstitutiona l and null and void for tho re asons 

that tho statut o so construe d and appli ed; 

(1) J:.rbitrarily ond discrimin at orily donio s de f e ndant 

the right, s o l o l y boc .sus 0 he i s a mumb0r of tho 

rac o to ,J nt or an int ;rst at c bus t c r rd n a l and utiliz e 

public f acilitie s of his c hoic e or to sit with or con­

v er s e or othorwis o l 8wful l y moot with a p0rson thor o ­

in on p a in of crimina l pr os ,, cution, fino nnd imprison­

me nt. 
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(2) !;rbitrarily and capriciously donio s d of ,j ndant 

tho right s ci l o l y b ·, c nu.so l1u is 1:.1 11ic rnb ur of tho 

race, to ont or a public we l ting r oom in an intorstato 

bus t (;rminal and ut i lize pnb lic .f.acilitio s of his 

choic o or t o sit with o r convorso or o thorwiso law-

fully mou t with o __ pe rson thc r uin on pain or 

criminal pros 0cution, fino rmd imprisonmv nt. 

(3) Discriminatorily and arbitrar i ly donios dofondant, 

solely b ecause he is n m,>mbur of tho race, tho 

right to convorso with or c thorwiso l awfully moot with 

p arsons whi l e trave ling in intorst ato com-

mcrc o and utilizing st ations, t orminals, facilitius, 

and s orvico s incide nt thn r0to. 

(4) .Arbitrarily nnd d iscriminnt orily dunic s clofondant, 

sc,l o ly b ,~caus 0 h u i s :1 muinbor of the raeo, 

tho rig ht to convors o wi th or l awfully mo ot with 

p ,. rs ons whi l u tr ave ling in i nt orst ci t o com-

morco nnd utilizing thu st at :l.ons, t ,) r mina ls, f ac ili-

t i us t:md s orvic l) S inc idunt the r e to on p '.Ji n of con-

vie t i on, f i n ,,; arid i mpr i s c nmunt, an d substantially 

intor f\; r (,s with t hu rl rh t of dofund rmt to move frooly 

fr om s t ot o t o st at u . 

(.S ) Arbitr 8ri ly :1nd discr :L minat or i l y subjocts d uf on-

d ant, so l o l y b oc auso h,, is n fflc;mbor of th0 r ac e , 

to unduo and unr o a s o nnblo pru judico and disadv antage s 

in int orst nt c tr nvo l and thu us o 0f staticns, t r rninols, 

f aci liti.CJs t:md s ,rvic ,s incident t hc ru t o . 

(6) By ::'." C[i scn c f t b . m:bitrnr-y , c r 1 ,ri~ic us ~ disc rimina-

mont, inf liG t8 c:-nu 1 and unusual rJunishmc : •t upon the 

do f(;nd ..-:mt , contr ary t o th,:; pr e v ision s of A)ttlclc 3, 

Section 28 of t hd .Mississippi Con s titution and tho 

duo p1'o c ·:: s s p:e ov i s :Lc n,3 r::,f' t hu li1c u:.·tounth .1trn,indmont to 

tho Un\ t od St at aH GonsLitution. 



_.,. __ -



(7) DoDrivos this d of ondnnt o f liborty of mo veme nt; 

and fro adom of p .r so n al locomo tion. 

(.8) Arbitr arily cmd dis cr :Lminatorily doprivos this 

dofondant of his f r oodom of oxprossion. 

(9) .Arbitrarily mid discr i min 2t or i ly doprivos Lh is 

dofondant of his right of poac oablo ass embly. 

J~t or nuy f or Dof ondant 

-- - ----




