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BYRON M. BAER, as he appeared . to 
frien,1s an~ neighoors before his 
historic tour of Mississippi j ails. 

• BAJi.'R (center of picture} - cru sa1er, 
fighter for freec!om an:5 citizen of the 

1 ' fl- . al . ;-. . . . wor c., ~ arr1 v :1n ·"l sB1. ssippi 
about t o enter vehicle whi ch viill trans
port him to first penal i nstitution. 



I D.l!FIED RACIJL PURITY 

UNDER MAXIMUM SECURI'rY 

FORI'Y DAYS IN MISSIS:.:,"IPPI J.H.LS 

H:i.nd ' s County Jail 
J ackson, Miss. 

ITINERARY 

,tlssissippi State Peni tentiary 
Parchman, lvtl sa. 

Fri~BY, July 28th - 7;55 A.M. - Departed from I o.lewil d Air Port , Ny 

Saturday, July 29th - Arrest in J ackson, Miss . 

rt,nday, July 51st - Sentenced to Hin1 ' s County J ail , Jackson, Mi ss. 
for 4 months plus ~roo fine. 

- ·rransferred t o Mississippi State Penet entiary 
in Parchman, Miss. · 

Friday, Aug. 1 8th - ·rransferr ed from First Offeni ers Dormltocy to 
Maxinrum Security cells - CELL No. 8 

Satur day, Sept. 9th - Relea.soo on oona. 

M:>nday, Sept. 11th - Arreignment at J ackson Uounty J ail . 
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NJ ' - I . . . er ,, 
Is Cgnvi~t~d 
--~-I 

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) - Byron 
Baer, 31, a motion picture tech
nician from Englewood, N.J., was 
among 22 "freedom riders" con
victed yesterday of breach of 
peace and sentenced to four 
months in jail and a $200 fine. 

City Judge James - Spencer 
levied the maximum penalty on 
the riders. Police Capt. J . L. Ray 
testiiied he arrested the riders 
for refusing to obey his orders to 
move out of transportation ter
minals during desegregation at
tempts. Nine arrests were made 
in the Greyhound bus tenriinal, 
the otheri; in the lllinois Central 
terminal. 

Wife "Happy" 
Baer lives at 135 Belmont St., 

Englewood. He is married and 
has two children, David, 6, and 
Laurie, 4. 

His wife, Ann, said he left Fri
day. She said she felt "very 
happy" about his going. "I feel 
this is a way to help integration 
not only in the South but also in 
the North," she said. 

Born in Pittsburgh, Baer was 
graduated from Cornell Univer
sity in 1952. A member of CORE 
since his college days, he has 
lived in Englewood four years. SEY RIDER 

I 

IS CONVICTED 
't-\ \ \ t:;,, ~. 1 . 

Englewood Man Fined, 

Ja~..!cnJ~~~~J. 
(Special to The Record ) 

Jackson, Miss., Aug. 1 - A mo
tion picture technician from En
glewood, N. J., was, among 22 
freedom riders convicted yester
day of breach of peace and sen
tenced to 4 months in jail and a 
$200 fine. , 

Byron Baer, 31; of 135 Belmont 
Street, Englewood, received the 
maximum sentence for attempt
ing to desegregate the Negro 
waiting room of a city bus 
terminal here. 

Police Captain J. L. Ray testi
fied he arrested the riders Satur
day for refusing to obey "his 
order to move out of the ter
minal, nine in tl'e bus terminal, 
and the rest in a railroad station. 

Ray said he arrested the riders 
because he felt their presence 
would tend to cause a breach of 
peace. 

Among those _arrested was a 
50-year-old German magazine 
photographer,. subsequently re
leased by the judge, who said 
the man probably was confused 
about American customs and 
language. 

:?,,~.,..__ ,.::,, 7~t'l _ 

n Man F~ces Trial, 
With Other White Riders 

Among Eight Arrested At Jackson, Miss., Bus 
Terminal; Hearing Set For Today 

(The Associated Press) 

Byron Baer, 31, of Englewood, was one of eight white 
freedom riders due to go on trial today in Jackson, Miss. 
He was one of a group arrested on charges of breach of the 
peace Saturday for attempting to desegrate the Negro wait
ing room of a Jackson bus terminal. 

BEACHISINTEGRATED ,----------------------
Police refused to charge two 

members of the group, an Indo
nesian exchange student _and a 
blind woman. 

Baer lives at 135 Belmont 
Street. 

Peaceful integration has come 
to a traditionally white beach in 
Chicago after 3 week-ends of an
'tagonism among police, bathers 
-and wade in demonstrators. 

Some 65 Negro and white dem
onstrators sat on the sand and 
talked yesterday in their fourth 
consecutive integration attempt at 
the beach. A few went swii;nming. 

Several persons were arrested 
on disorderly conduct charges in 
the previous demonstrations, and 
a police detachment of 200 patrol
men stood guard as the integra
tionists congregated yesterday. 

Beach guards estimated that 
the hot sunny weather attracted 
about 30,000 bathers to the beach, 
and abQut 300 gathered to watch 
the wade in demonstrators. But 
there was no shouting and no ar
rests. The demonstration broke 
up· after about 3 hours. ' 

In Dallas, Tex. , integration has 
come to a number of downtown 
eating places as a prelude to pub
lic school desegregation planned 
for this fall. There were no 
demonstrations, and ,the decision 
to serve Negroes came after 
plans were prepared by a group 
of seven Negro and seven white 
civic leaders! 

Citizens of Yorktown, · Tex., 
voted 166 t , 64 to integrate their 
schools. The board of educa
tion called the referendum after 
the State Education Agency said 
improvements would have to be 
made at the district's Negro 
school. 

Extra policemen patrolled New 
York's Harlem over the week
end after more than 1,000 resi
dents of the predominantly Ne
gro area and 150 policemen were 
involved in , scattered disorders . 
Friday night. Detectives said 
they found no organized pattern 
in the outbreaks, and no major 
incidents were reported Satur
day or yesterday. 

JACKSON, Miss., July 3 
(AP) - City Judge James Spen
cer convieted twenty-two Free
dom Riders today and released 
a West German. Hilmar Ehren
.fried Pabel of Munich, a photog
ra_pher for Quick magazine. 

The riders were sentenced to 
$200 fines and four months in 
jail, the maximum penalty for 
breach of peace. They refused 
to obey a policeman's order to 
leave segregated waiting rooms. 

Those sentenced from the New 
York area were: 

Catherine Prensky, 18 years 
old, of New Rochelle, a Univer· 
sity of Wisconsin student, and 

yron Baer, 31, of Englewoo 
J. 

-
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W YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, J ULY 30, 1 

lice said she was not under ar- 1t 
rest . if 

. The other •rider3 were identi- \ 
West German Among Whites ied as Wollcott Smith, a Michi-@ 

Seized in Jackson, Miss. gan State University student; M 
Rick Sheviakov, student at San t 

JACKSON, Miss ., July 29 Francisco State College; Sally.\( 

\
(AP)-Seven white Freedom Rowley, New York City ; Eilen ;ff 
Riders who came here by bus Ziskind of Lowe!~, Mass., a ~tu-,j 
from Nashville Tenn. were ar- dent at Columbia U111vers1ty; ·\ I ' ' . , \Catherine Prensky of New Ro-··· 
rested today. The group rnc4lded chelle, N .. Y . ., and_ Judye .Scro. 

la West German photographer, grns of Cmcmnati Ohio. 
identified as Fabel, who de- , ' · 

\
scribed himself as an observer. 

A second, observer- Wiejo
narke Gjokreadisumarte, an ln-

1\donesian exchange student-was 
not arrested. 
I The arrests brought the num-
1 ber of riders taken into custody 

lin Jackson to 278. 
A blind woman identifi~d as 
onn.a ,Vagner ot Rochester . 
. Y., vVho traveled with the 

up, was also taken from the 
·on by officers. But the P. 

18 FREEDOM RIDERS 
PLEAD NOT GUILTY 

JACKSON, Miss., Sept. 11 
(~P) - Seventy-eight Freedom 
Riders pleaded not . guilty today 
to charges of breach of peace 
Their trials on appeal were set 
to start March 12 in Hinds 
County court. 

One . rider, James Robert 
Wahlstrom, pleaded nolo con
t~ndere - no contest - and was 
fmed $400 alld given a' sus
pended eight-month ja il term. 

Mr. Wahlstrom, 24-year-old 
f?rmer University of W iscon
s11:1 student, was arrested June 
2 m the Trailways bus terminal 
and .July. 31 in the Greyhound 
bus termmal .while free on bond 
He is white. · 

· Earlier, a jury convicted 
Abraham Sassford 4th of 
Brooklyn, N . Y-., former Wag
_ner College student, on breach
of-peace charges. 

.H~ had been arrested and 
conv!cted June_ 6 with a group 
of six other riders seeking· to 
dese~regate .the Trailways bus 
termmal. They were fiJ,ed $200 
i;n.d sentenced to four months in 
Jail. Two months were sus~ 
pended. 
. After Mr. Basst'ord's- convic

tion on appeal, Judge Russel 
Moore fined him $200 and sen
e~ced him to four months 

. He, too, is white. 

oo Much 
Freedom 
For Bias F.t>.e 

~ ;Jl4.J...; \~ 
United Press International. '1 {~ l_{C. j 

JACKSON, Miss., J uly 31.
An Indonesian diplomat's son 
failed yesterday in his second 
attempt to get arrested as a 
"freedom rider." Fifteen other 
integrationists su cceeded. 

Widjonarko T jokroadisum · 
arto, 24,. a graduate s tudent a t 
the University of W ash ington 

t in Seattle, was on hand to 
the 15 riders, m ost of 
f r om the West Coast, 
they arrived at t he Il· 

linois Central term inal. 
He went first to t he Negro 

• waiting room. No luck there, 
, He scul'I'ied to the ~ h ite wait· 

ing room. 
Still no luck, so he badgered 

policemen as they escorted 
the others to !i waiting paddy 
wagon. 

But determined officers in-
sisted h e go f ree. 

"I wouldn 't m ind going to 
jail," Tjokroa disumarto, the 
son of a for m er Indonesian 
ambassador to Pakistan, said. 
"I would like to k now the situ
ation in jail. I am trying to 
learn all I can a bout the non· 
violent movem ent ." 

• 
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~---~:. ate in bus terminal 
Jackson police deb st Widjonarko 

ot to arre t 
whether or n I donesian studen 
Tjokroadisumarto, t merly ambassa-
whose fath~r wasTh:; finally decided 
dor to Pakistan. th· g they were un-

F r one m ' "f not to. o . hether to classi y 
able to determme_ w s "white" or 
this Freedom Rider a 
"colored." 





CO P Y 

CO RE 

Dear Parent: 

OJRE is proud of your son or dau ghter in Mi ssi ssippi 's "Freedom 
j ail." We know you are p roud a s well - and t ha t yo1J are concer n ed . 

We have correspond ed wi t h some of yo11 sugg esti ng a way i n whi ch you 
can help. If you would write a let ter to t he clergymen on this li s t 
and a sk them to visit your child i t woul e p rove hearteni ng fo r all 
the pri soners if he is allowed to vi sit. If you have already writt en 
to one of the minist ers, may we urge you to write to the rest of than. 
As a result of perents writing such let t ers , Ra_bbi Nussbaum was per
mi t ted to enter i'archman, and visit some of the people. l'he more 
clergymen that you contact, the greater the possibility of their being 
allowed to visit. Please do no t feel that you must only wrl te to the 
men who is of your faith. When any of the clergymen do go to visit 
the prisoners , t h ey will see as many of them as possible. 

We have received inquiries from many of you concerning communi cations 
with Freedom Riders during their s t ay in Jackson. OORE t ries t o main
tain constant contact with them. Thi s i s done through t he attorney, 
incoming and released Freedom Riders , and through the mini st ers . 
OORE stan1 s ready to post bond money a s requ est ed by the prisoners. 
Once out, we supply money for t ransporta tion home. 

Unfortunately, whil e your chlld i s in Parch."lan he may only writ e t wo 
let t ers weekly. Oftenti mes the mail you send hi m arrives 1 4 to 1 7 dap 
late, many times it never reach es · him. OO RE has de i,-"i sed a sys t ·em 
wher eby new Freedom Ri ders memorize i mpor t an t p ersonal message s for 
those already i n Parchman. rhis form of communi cation wil l h elp to 
main t ai n a hi gh level of morale for t ho s e in j ail. 

Again, let me u r ge you t o cont act the men on th e encl osed lis t . Plee.$:l 
le t u s know of any p rogress mar1 e by t ho s e you a sk ed to con t a c t, your 
chilri . 

Sinc er ely you r s , 

GO Rill N R. C ARE'i 
Field Di rec tor 

P. S. If the mi ni ster or rabbi fin1s t hat you r son or da.u ghter is in 
neen of some of t he basi c necessiti es ( to wel s , t oo thpast e, toil et 
paper - no book s) a sk .him to con tac t rorn Gaither, OO RE Field Secreta~ 
a t EJward Lee Ho t el, J a ckson, Mi ssissi ppi who will suppl y hi m with 
t hese ar ti cles t o t ak e i n t o t he j ail. 



JACK::ON CLERGYMEN 

Methodist 

Dr. Robert Bergmark 
Prof. of Philosophy and Religion 
Millsaps College 

Dr. J. D. Wroten, Jr. 
Chairman of Dep t . of Religion 
Mill saps College 

Rev. Roy C. Clarie 
551 West Capitol St reet 
FL 2-0059 

Rev . E. A. May e s 
111 Church St reet 
J k 11 · a c_ son, 1 ss . 
FL 2-0354 

Rev . G. R. ~- Haugh ton 
p,earl St. A. ,i . E. Church 
4l17 W. Pearl 
Jack son; Mi !'ls . 
Off'i ce Ff.. 2-6087 

FL 2-3273 

Lutheran 

Rev. Wade H. Koon s 
1525 Robinson Street 
FL 2-7275 

Catholic 

Most Rev. Joseph B. Brunini 
125 Northwest Street 
FL 2-6 544 

Unitarian 

Paster 
First Uni tari ari Church 
1164 Elli s Avem1e 

Jewish 

Rabbi r! erry Nussbaum ( b e sure 
l' emple Beth Israel t o s end) 
546 Woodrow !ilson Ave. 
~ 6-1880 

Rabhi Sidney Gold.st ein 
Meridian, Mi s s. 

Rabbi Charles Man t inba.nd 
i .o. Box 1526 
Hattiesbbrg, Miss. 
Ju 4-7787 

P resbyt erian 

Rev. Vi . J. Gi pson 
Faith Presbyterian 
2219 Morton Ave 
FL 5-1277 

Rev. J. Harol d Harper 
r r i ni t y r' resbyterian 
640 Th s t Nort h Side Drive 
~ 6-5218 

Episcopalian 

Rev. Edwar d H. Harrison 
~estor, St . Pn drew 
3536 Hawthorne Dr i ve 

Friend s 

Patsy Hin s · -- c/o Fri en--'l s Meeti ng 
Chi Omega Sorori ty 
&>uthwestern College 
1937 Harbert Street 
Memphis 4, rennessee 
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Rider Denies Miss. Suicide Try \ ,::, 

An Akron, Ohio, Freedom Rider, Elme 

Brown, 20, released on $500 bond from the 

Parchman (Miss.) Prison, denied pub

lished reports that he had attempted t_o 

commit suicide in prison. The Akron Um

versity sophomore told JET: "My cell was 

so filthy, I decided to hang my clothes 

from the ceiling with my belt to keep 

them as clean as possible. When they 

B rown found my belt hanging from the ceiling, 

they lied and said I tried suicide." Brown also denied 17 

t ablets found in his Bible were dope pills. "They were 

Dristan tablets," he said, "for my hay fever. " Brown said 

local newspapers twisted his praise of the Congress of 

Racial Equality (CORE) and erroneously quoted him as 

t tacking the organization. 

FREEDOM RIDE NEWS 

TRIAL DATES SET FOR 189 

Trial dates starting on August 

22 and ending on January 18 

have been set for 189 F reedom 

Rider s out on appeal. The trials 

will be held at the rate of two 
a day, 

In an obvious move of harr ass

ments, Hinds County Court had 

ordered all 189 to r eturn to Jack

so:1 on August 14 for setting 

trial dates or forfeit $500 bail 

apiece. New trials a re necessary 

for appealing because the orig

inal trials were unrecorded. 

Within a period of less than 

two weeks, CORE faced t he vol

uminous work and expense of 

rounding up the 189 Riders from 

various parts of t he country and 

arranging their transportat ion 

to Jackson. 

The first four will await trial 

in Jackson. Others will have to 

return a third time for t heir 

trials. Their attorneys are Carl 

Rachlin, William Kunstler and 

J ack Young. 

N L 
~ -

op egro awyers Convene In Los Angeles $( 
A report on the defense of 200 Freedom Riders a talk: on 

constitutional rights and career opportunities in the Feder

al judiciary, and an appearance by the best known "lawyer" 

in the U. S. highlighted the 36th annual National Bar 

Assn. convention in Los Angeles. The Freedom Riders re

port was given by Jackson, Miss., attorney Jack H. Young 

at a public rally, and U.S. Asst. Deputy Atty. Gen. Joseph 

F. Dolan addressed the bar gi:qup at its closing session. 

o appearing at the final banquet was Raymond Bur 

vision 's famed attorn 

Still (l.) and Washington Bureau Chief Booker busy at work. 

JET Writers Cited For Freedom Ride Stories 

Two JET writers, who traveled on Freedom Rides through 

the South, were awarded "Freedom Writer" citations by 

the New York State Churches of God In Christ, Inc., in 

Brooklyn, for their reporting on the historic event. Simeon 

Booker, JET'S Washington (D. C.) Bureau chief, rode 

through Alabama on the first Freedom Ride bus. Law

rence (Larry) Still, associate editor, rode on the first bus 

which went into Jackson, Miss. In addition to his JET 

stories, Still was cited for his article, "A Bus Trip Through 

Mississippi," in the August issue of EBONY magazine. The 

writers were cited at a "Rally of Christian Soldiers to 

Back The Freedom Riders." Also cited, U. S. Atty. Gen. 

Robert F . Kennedy ; New York Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller ; 

and Sen. Jacob Javits (R., N. Y. ). Jackie Robinson was 

honorary chairman of the event. 

Protest Racial Ads In Cincinnati Papers . 

Protesting "white" and "colored" designations in ad

vertisements, interracial NAACP and CORE supporters 

continued to picket Cincinnati's two daily newspapers-th 

Enquirer and Post & Times Star. 

German Newsman Takes Close Look At Democracy 

" Liicher lich," the German equivalent for ridiculous, 

was a West German photo-journalist's summed-up opinion 

of U. S. race bias after he watched some 200 policemen 

guard a handful of Negroes at Chicago's trouble-ridd~n 

Rainbow Beach. Prompted by mounting reports of racial 

friction in this country, globe-trotting news veteran Hil

mar Fabel of Quick, a Munich-based magazine with a 1.3 

million weekly circulation, was sent across the Atlantic to 

see for himself. "After the war," he said in fluent, accent

heavy English, "we were told by the Americans to mend 

r evil ways and learn democracy. Well, we listened and 

t them teach us democracy. Now, we keep hearing about 

ace troubles in Little Rock, Montgomery, Birmingham, 

ew Orleans and even in the North. This we cannot under

stand. So I have been sent over here to take a good look 

and report to our readers how our teacher's democracy 

works at their home." 
After brief stops in Philadelphia, Washington, D. C., and 

Chicago, Fabel journeyed to the South to accompany 

Freedom Riders on their perilous journeys. Warned about 

possible danger in encounters with Dixie bigots, the frail 

but spunky former frontline correspondent of the Wehr

macht's (German Army) press corps remained unim

pressed. This spring, while covering the Congo chaos, he 

barely escaped execution by Congolese soldi{/rs, wh 

ought him to be a Belgian official.. Se( 11,,, 

l\t ~r~ fl't CHUCKLE OF THE WEEK. In San Fran
fse fif!i!' = . cisco, comic Dick Gregory described the 

realistic toys which manufacturers are making for 

Christmas. "They've got model jets (and) no matter 

which way you aim them they head straight for 

Cuba. Freedom Rider dolls head straight for the 

washroom as soon as you unwrap them." 

/ 
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STEVE GREENsrEIN 

JIM McOONOUG H 

RICK SHEVIAKOV 

1'00LCO·n SMirH 

WE 1'JLKID - WE ARGUED RIGHrs AND WFONGS, 
l'OGE!'HER SANG OUR FREEOOM OONGS. 

50 Kittiwake Lane, 
Babylon, L.I. 

1125 Elucl:i.d Ave. 
:Serkely 8, Calif. 

Lam;)ert I s Cove R0 . 
Vineya.r rl Haven, Mass . 

,:_11., ,.Tn Ny 
.c- .'c...'\...l.. t! ' ..., • ·rw. 1-22ss 

616 tit,. 1-0209 

Prof. G. Sheviakov at Columbia 
.C eachers College - UN .5- 6000 
ext . 247. Office: .1'1XG . 572 

1 589 rL5 
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ti ~ H~ti tJ 1v,·b"'·' 
Arrest Son - in -Law 

~1,., 
Of Gov. Rocliefeller 
As Freedo1n Rider 

B11 United, Press International 

JACKSON, Miss. 
Police arrested fifteen 

Episcopal ministers, in
cluding the son-in-law of 
Gov. Rockefeller, of New 
York yesterday when the 
bi-racial group attemp
ted to enter a segregated 
restaurant at a bus 
station. 

Officers rounded up the 
clergymen, from all parts 
of the nation, when 
ministers refused orders 
to "move on." Among the 
group was the Rev. Rob
ert L. Pierson of Evans
ton, Ill., husband of Gov. 
Rockefeller's daughter, 
Ann. 

Mr. Pierson, who told 
officers he was with the 
Christ of the Kingdom 
Foundation, said the 
police treated him "very 
politely.'' He said he 
couldn't compare the jail 
treatment with that 
elsewhere "because this 
is the first time I've ever 
been arrested.'' 

Rev. Robert L. Pierson 

were placed in one large 
cell. All have bnnks and 
police said the conditions 
are not crowded. The 
three Negro ministers 
were placed in another 
cell. 

Continued on page 17, column 4 

reed om Rides U . d 
Freedom Rides se Up North 100 Year 

Negroes to inte r were used more than 10 s Ago 
University of J ate ~orthern transportat · 0 years ago by 
one_ Of the nat:i~~~s~n history professor ~~z:;na~ccz_~ing to 
against Negroes. In h?CPerts on Northern disc : ! wa_ck, 
Wack conclude . is new book, North nmmat10n 
ure for immed~:f Pehnence taught that on1y0/ Slavery, Lit-

e c ange would prod constant pres-
uce results. 

and asked, "Are you all going to\James W. Evans, St. Clair, 
move on?" Another minister re- John M. Evans, Toledo, Ohio; 

(Continued from page one) plied, "After we have some Quinland R. Gordon, Washing
The ministers will be tried lunch." ton·; James G. Jones, Chicago. 

Friday, One of the officers then Also John .B. Morris, Atlanta; 
They were part of a twenty- called the nearby police station Geoffrey S. Simpson, Pewaukee, 

eight-member group which ar- for Capt. J. L. Ray, a veteran Wis.; Robert Page Taylor, Chi
rived here from New Orleans officer who has arrested most ~ago; William A. Wendt, W -

d ·ct . h h mgton; Vernon Powell Tuesday night on a "prayer Free om R1 ers w o ave come ·d c· . t· d M . . here. Capt. Ray came to the war , mcmna 1, an er 
pilgrimage" to protest racial station, ordered them to leave, Young_,_B_o_st_o_n_. ___ _ 
segregation. and when they refused put 

[Gov. Rockefeller, asked for them under arrest on charges 
comment on his son-in-law's of breach of the peace. 
arrest, said he assumed it was They wei·e marched out of 
true and added: the rear of the waiting room 

["I admire the courage and with a large group of travelers 
dedic;ation of these young peo- looking on. 
ple .. to t!1e ha.sic precepts on The twenty-eight ministers 
which bh!s coun~ry ':"as founded· met in New·orleans Tuesday to 
and their d~dication ~o the make the . "pilglimage" . to the 
cause of makmg ,,a reallty out national Episcopal convention 
of th~se Pr.ecepts. which gets underway in Detroit 

[Asked m i:,ochester, where Sunday. They planned to S'top 
he was addressmg a town meet- at points along the way for con
mg on local problems, whether sultation with church and 
he planned any action in con- school leaders and demonstra
nection with tb,e incid~mt, he tions 
said, "He:s one of a group who A ~pokesman for the group, 
have dedicat~d the:11selves'--for the Rev. Malcolm Boyd, chap
that I, admire him-and !1,e lain at Wayne State University 
wouldn t expect ~n.f special in Detroit . . said the cletgymen 
treatment or want it. J . were "witnessing or demon-

The group spent last night strating for our church against 
at Tougaloo College, a Negro racial discrimination." 
school near here. The others arrested were the 

The ministfrs arrived about ·Revs. Gilbert S. Avery 3d, Rox
a half hour before their bus was bury, Mass.; Myron B. Eloy jr., 
scheduled to leave yesterday. Cambridge, Mass. ; James P. 
The time of their integration Breeden, Roxbury, Mass.; John 
attempt had not been previously Crocker jr., Providence, R. I .; 
announced and there was not 
a large force of policemen 
on hand. 

However, two officers who 
were near the terminal rushed 
into the white waiting room 
and met the clergymen, most of 
whom ·wore clerical collars, . as 
they were about to enter the 
restaurant. 

One officer told them to move 
on and a minister replied, 
"We're hungry. We are inter
state travelers." 

The tubblid his chin 
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· by James Farmer · 

(Editors Note-James Farmer, CORE National Director, served 40 

days of a 67-day sentence. This was the maximum he could serve and 

. yet appeal his conviction.) 

Jail at best is neither a romantic nor a pleasant place. Mississippi jails 

are no exception. The first 27 Freedom Riders to arrive in Jackson saw the 

inside of two different jails and two different prisons-The Jackson City ;Jail, 

the Hinds County Jail, The Hinds County Prison Farm and the State Peni

tentiary at Parchman. Jails are no new experience for most of the Riders, but 

Riders were definitely a new experience for Mississippi jails. For the first 

time, penal authorities in the citadel of segregation had a glimpse of the New 

Negro and the Emancipated white. I do not think they can ever be quite the 

same again after this experience. 
Nor will the other prisoners, black and white, be the same again, afte:i; 

having seen in the flesh men and women who do not believe segregation to be 

in the very nature of things, and who are willing to defy it. 
Jail and prison authorities frequently said, and really seemed to believe, 

that other Negro prisoners like things the way they are and have no sympathy 

with us., and that it was for our own protection that we were isolated from 

them. However, the Negro trustees went out of their way whenever the guards 

were not present to show their sympathy by word and deed. "Keep up the good 

work," one said. "I admire you guys and what you are doing," said another. 

"I wish I could do the same thing, but I have to do what these people tell me 

to do." They smuggled newspapers in to us, delivered notes and messages 

between our cell block and that of the girl Freedom Riders, and passed on 

rumors which they had heard in jail or in the community. 
One night at the county jail, a voice called up from the cell block beneath 

us, where other Negro prisoners were housed. "Upstairs!" the anonymous 

prisoner shouted. We replied, "downstairs!" "Upstairs," replied the voice; 

"Sing your freedom song." The Freedom Riders then sang. We sang old folk 

songs and gospel songs to which new words had been written, telling ef the 

Freedom Ride and its purpose. We sang new words to old labor songs, too. 

One stanza rang out: "Tney say in Hinds County no neutrals have they met. 

You either follow Freedom Ride or you 'tom' for Ross Barnett." After the 

impromptu concert, the downstairs prisoners, whom the jailors had said were 

our enemies, shouted back: "That sounds good, Freedom Riders; you are our 

friends." They then sang for us. The girl Freedom Riders, in another wing of 

the jail, joined in the Freedom Ride songs, and for the first time in history, 

the Hinds County jail rocked with unrestrained singing of songs about Free

dom and Brotherhood. 
Then an interesting incident occurred. In a burst of profanity, a white 

prisoner who was not a Freedom Rider, shouted to the Negro prisoners to 

shut-up. The girl Freedom Riders immediately met the challenge by singing 

"We Shall Overcome Someday." Another white prisoner, with an unmistakable 

Mississippi accent, then shouted his approval of the songs and the singing, 

and volunteered: "I am for integration 100 %. Sing some more songs, Freedom 

Riders." The first white prisoner then offered to shut his mouth for him. 

"Sticks and Stones May Break My Bones, But Words Will Never Hurt Me,'' 

came the reply. The first prisoner then offered to back up the words. Our 

new-found white Mississippi friend then asked his antagonist if he had ever 

heard of Booker T. Washington. Receiving a negative reply, of course, he said: 

"That's what I thought. Well, Booker T. Washington was my uncle, so if you 

still want to back those words up, come on down here as soon as the jailer 

opens the cell gates in the morning." When the cell gates were opened no 

(Continued on page 2) 
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