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A DEC LARATION 
OF THE L!II.M.EDLlTE C.ArSES WHICHI.J.YDTJCE 

AKD J(JSTIFY TilE SECESSION OF THE 

STATE OF NISSISSIPPI FROJ1J THE FED­
HRAL USION. 

- ·~ · .... ·----

ln the momentous step which our State has taken of dis­
soking its connection with tho government of wltich wo so 
long formed a. part, it is but just that we should declare the 
prominent reasons which have induced om· course. 

Our position is thoroughly identified with the institution 
of slavery-the greatest material interest of the world. Its 

labor supplies the product which constitutes by far tho larg­
est and most important portion!! of the commerce of tho 
earth. T hese products are peculiar to the climate >erging 
on tho tropical regions, and by an imperious law of nature, 
none but the black race can bear exposure to the tropical 
sun. Those products have become necessities of the world, 
Md a blow at slavery is a blow at commerce and ch-i.Uza.-
1ion. T hat blow ha~ been long aimed at the institution, 

Md wall at the point of reaching its consummation. There 
wns no choice left us but !lubmission to the mandates of aho· 
lition, or a dissolution of the C nion, who;;o principles had 
been sub>crted to work out our ruin. 
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'l'hat wt• tlo nol on·r:OfU(t• the dangrr, to out· in:::tilntion. :.1 

rcf<-reuce to n few tactl' will ~uflicicntly prm·<', 
The hostilit,\ to this in;.titutirm rommencc·<l hdrm• the 

adoption of the Constitution. aml waR manifl'stt>d in the 
wcll-kno"n Ordinance of l'i~i. in regard to the \orth· 
western Tct·t itory. • 

'l'hc feeling increased, until, in l~Hl-20. it ll<11rinrd the 
l:-\outh ot' mot·c than half the 'l\:4 tcnitory U;Ctiuired from 
Fra:ncr. 

Tbt• :>tllllt' ho:-tilitr ub111(11111CI'Cd Tf'XU:, rmd :-:cil'.t'tl upon 
all Ute terriltli'Y acquir~l Li·om ~kxieo. 

It ha~ grown until it <lPni~ the 11¥ht of prup<>l'fy in 
~laYrt:. and refuse:; protcctio11 to ~hn.t 1·igbt tin lit<' hi!->1\ -.:ras, 
jn the 'l'<'rritoric;.:. aml wlt<'l'C'\'t•t· tlt(• g:oYPrmnctll t~l· tltc 
( ·ni t<'<l ~tate,:; had jru·i:;uictiou. 

It rcfu~<'s the admi:;:;ion of JH'\\- :-:lan• :--tr !t~ into the 
ruion, aml ~ecks to extin~uish it l•y contiJJiJJg' it 1\·ithiu it;:; 
pt·csent limit~. dC'n~·ing the power of expan:<ion. 

IL lrnmplo~ the original <'quality or the :::ioutlt lllldCt' f'ool­
.[t has nullified tho Fugith·c SlnYc Law in almoRL c\·f'r~-

1\·ec Slate in the F nion, and ha~ utter}~· broken tht- com1mct 
which out· fath(IJ':< pled!!ocl their tilith .to maintaiu. 
ll :ulmcates negro Pquality1 soeially and politi<·nlly, aml 

pmmote:< itl:-utTnotiou and iuc('ndi;~rb•m jn out· midst. 
lt hns enlisted it" pre:-::-<, it~ ptdpit ami it:-; St'hoo];-~ ug-ain~t, 

ul', ll'lli l tltt~ who!<' populat· ndnll of the ~ortlt is excitcc.l anc{ 
intlamt·tl "ith pn~jndiee, 

1 t ha..; Htacl<• coJUlJination~ and thnu('d a::o"(JC:ial ion~ to carl'~' 
out it" ~dtl·lll~:; of emancipation in tht• Statc3 mul wltf!l'C\'CI' 

t•l:;c ~htn•t'.' t•\.i"ts. 
lt :-:f'C\k.:: nnt to C'll"ntlc' Ot' In ~upport tho l'IHn'. hut to <if':<· 

tt·o~· lti~ pr('"'l'nt c'IIJHiition without pro,·irliq!! n ht•ltl•t·, 
lt Ita,; in\aclc·cl a ~tate, nnd inn•o,trcl with the honm·~ ni' 

martyrdom lh<' WT<'i<'h who~<· pnrpn:<P wa:- tn apply flame>'~ 
tn our clwr I lilt!!". a:ul thf" \\Cnpon" of tk~tt·nction to out' 
li ~(':; 



I t ho,- ht•okl'll Pl'l'l',l' t'OIIIIHII'I iuln 11 hit·h it ha~ l'lllt• t•t•d (ill' 

()Ill' >'<'l'tlril,\. 
Ll has gin•n iuduhitn],(p 1'\ idl'Ht·t· of' it-< cll'-.i!!·n to l'lliu 

our n.gTitullul'l'. tu pm~tratL' tltll' iu.ltl'trial p111'.-'llil" aud ltJ 

tlr;:tmy our >'tll'ial "'~Aem. 
It know:-: 110 rl'lt•uting· Ol' !Jp,;itation iu it:< lJIII'JIO:'I'~; it 

l'fO}lS Jl('t ill it:< lll<ll'l'h Of !llf/!1'1':4:-iutl, a11tl k•arl':-1 lis Ill) I'UOIIl 

to hope ltll' n· ... ,.:l tion or fi1r pau,;t•. 
It ha~ l'<'f'l'llll~ ohtaiul'cl c•outmlof' lht• Om·t•rnulf'llt, b.'· 

Ill<' )ll'fl:'f'!'llliou or it~ llllhalluwc•d •whl'llll',.,, awl clt•,.tmyPcl 

lh<' ]a,.t c•xp<•c·tatiou of jj, in!! lo.!!Ptl11•r ·ill friPucl,..hip a uti 
ln·oth<'t•ltood. 

Utter :-ul\ju~aticm nwaits ""in thl' l"uion. if WP ~houlcl 
('Qll~Cnt l<>lll!C'I' to l'l'lllllill ill i I. It j,- not <I 111<1 I tl'l' or !'IIOil'l', 

hut of Jll'f·N<ity. \\'(' must t•ith<•t· :'llhmit to tl<'gnulntinn, 
and tO the (u~" of }ll'OJICl'ty \\OI't h Jim!' hilliflll:' of' IIIClll<'.l', Ill' 

wr nHI:'t. ~N·t•tlc from ttc 1: ninn lhllllt'd hr our fathl't'"· to 
!'('CIII'C this l\S \\'I'll as cn•r~· othl'l' :-IJll'('iCs of propt•rty. l<'nr 
far lcs-> c·uuse than tllis. our litthc•r:-~ scparale1l lhllll lht• 
('rown of Bu~lautl. 

Our tleei:<iou i:s ma<lc. W r li>llow thcil' limt,;(c'p:-:. \\. c 
l"miJracc fhC' Hlil'I'IJatii'C Of :<Ppamtion: ll.llll for the l'l'<lSOil:-i 

hrre :'tatC'd, we l'c•~oh·c h) maiutuin ''"" l'i!lht~ "ith th<' full 
c•rm~iou:<nc~~ of tlu· justice nf om· c·ou1·~r. and the umlouht­
inl! ll(•lil'f' or (1111' llliilit.~ to maiutuiu it. 



AN Ol~DINAN(JE 

TO lJlBSOLT'B 'l'JJJ.; USJO ... \' BETWEES. Ttn· 
STATE OF .1f1SHJ8SJPPJ A .. YD UTHBR 
STATES C.Xf'I'J::JJ lrlTJf HER U ... YDER TJ/8 
('O.liPACT EX'l'/'l'IJRD "THE CO ... YS'l'J'IT­
'/'JOX OF TllH 1".\"JTEJJ STATES Olt' 
.. I. \JEHifiA.'' 

... 0 ..... 

'l'hc proph• q/ the 8tol<' qf .1fis.~i.~~ippi, in Com·ention ,.~.'lt'lll· 

M•cl. do ordo in and d('('/" J'<'. aml it is hereby ordained mu{ 

declared as jollo1cs. to-wit: 

:-'ECTIOX 1. T. That all the Ia W:'l and ordinance:; hy which 
the =-aid State of :Mississippi ht•<·ame a member of the l!'<>d· 
l'ral Union of the United ~tate~ of America be, and tho 
same arc hereby r<•pealed, untl tha.t all obligation!'~ on tho 
p<LI'L of tl1e said State or the people thereof to observe tho 
Barno, be withdrawn, and thut the said State doth hereby 
resume all the rights, fnuctions :md powers which, by any of 
Baid laws or ordinnnces, W('rc com·cyecl to the gon'rnmcnt 
of the said United States, and is absoh·ed from all tho obli· 
Kntions, restraints and <lutie:. incurred to the said Federal 
Union, and shall from henr.cfort h ht> a free, so,·croign anu 
independE-nt State. 

8ECTJOX 2xo. That !IO ntul'h of thr first Sf'C'lion of tho 
~eventh article of the Con!;titntion of this Statl' as requires 
members of the Lt>git'lnhtl'l', and nil officers, executive and 
jndidal, to take an oath or affit·mntion to support the Con· 
o~titution of the Cnitc>n :-'t:l(l'~. lw. and the c:ame i<~ hereby 
.ahrogfl ter! nnd ~tnnulleli. .. 
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SrX"l'IO:-i 3no. That all l'ight:; ac tuil'cd aut! rc-;tctl ul1deJ' 
the Con:,lilution of the ruitcri' Bta.te". ol' under any ttl'l ol' 

Congress passed, or tn•nt,r made, in pur~uance tiH'reof, or 
under any law of this. tate, and not incompat.ibJo with this 
Ordinance, shall remain in force and haYO the same ctl'ccl a;; 
if this Ordinance had not been pas!-ccl. 

gEcnox ·iTH. That the people of the Btate of ~1i:o:;i$:;ippi 
hereby consent to form a Federal (' niou with such of the 
Stales as JUU? have ~cecdctl or may secede from tho Union 

of the lJ nitcd State.:; of .\.mericu, upon 1 he ba8is of the pre­

sent Constitution of the ~aill C'nited State~, except ~uch 

patts thereof as embrace other portions than such Receding 
States. 

Thus ordained and drrlurecl in Con\'ention tb" !Jth llay of 
January, in the Year of Our Lord Ono Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Sixty-one. 

F. A. POPE, Secretary. 
W. S. B.1RRY, Presi.clent. 

IN TESTL7triO.J.YY C!f the passage q( which, emil tltc de­
termination q/ tlte 1tl£>lllbers ql tlds Oun~:cnfion to 1plwld anrl 
maintain the Stale in t!te po.silion .'Jhe hrt!J assumed by sairl 
Ordinance, it is signed lt!J the Presi.clcnt and .][embers q( tlli.s 
Convention this the f!J~ecntlt day ql January. A. D.t 1861. 

.Ada1M County-A. K. Farrru.·, J. Winchester. 
Attalr.tr-E. H. Sam.lPr:o~. 
Amite-D. W. Hurst. 
Bolivm·-'M.. H. :McGehee. 
Carni&-J. Z. George, W. Booth. 
Olat'borne-H. T. Ellett. 
Coalwmar-J. L. Alcorn. 
Oopiah-P. S. Catching, B. King. 
Cla1·ke-S. H. Terral. 
Chootaw-W. F. Brantley, W. IT. Witty, J. H. Edwardi 
Chickasaw-J. A.. Orr, C. B. Baldwin. 
Covington-A. C. Powell. 
Callwu11r-W. A. Sumner, M.D. L. Stephens. 
DeSoto-J. R. Chalmers, S. D. Johnston, T . Lewers. 
Franklin-D. H. P:11·kcr. 
Green-T. J. Roberts. 
Hinds-W. P. Harri~. W. P . .Anderson, W. B. Smart. 
Qolmes-J. M. Dyel', W. L. Keirn. 
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J)ot'J'i>;,,n-n. ('. <llt•nu. 
llwt"'''·k- .J. B. Dt'lbllll. 
lssaque11n - .\.. l'. t:ib,.;nn. 
1/rtu•umba- R. 0. Heenl', .\.. B. ilullunl, \'/.II. ll. Tison, 

~I. (I. l' lUll !lUll}!"· 
./118)11'1'- 0. ( '. ncast•. 
,/ucksnn- .\. E. Lt-\\"i;o; . 
. fcj/i•rsou-.I. ~. ,),>hn,ton . 
• folle!<- J. 11. Powl'll. 
l\nnpu-0. Y. ~~···ly. T. II. \Yoou~. 
f,., 11'1'1'11"<'-\Y. Hw in. 
D•Hnuks- 1 ~eorf!;P H. ( 'Ia \'I on. 
l>ukt'- \Y. B. ( 'ollJI'I't. · 
Lrcwlf!rrlrde-.1. B. Ham:<!'\, 1-'. C. ~('UllUCS. 
!Jojityeltt'-L. Q. ('. Lam;u·. T. D. Iwm. 
Nnrslwfl-.'L .M. Chwto11, .J. W. Clapp. S. Benton, ll. W; 

Waller, W. M. Lea . 
.llt~rliso/1-.\... P. Hill. 
Jfrm,·rH.·-~ . .r. Ohohmn. F. ~f. Rogpt·s. 
J!trrion-II. ~Iav;;on . 
.._\(,xulwe-I~ral'f \\' !'1:-h. 
,~.\'f!slwba-n. )[. Baek~trom • 
. .Yetr(rm-)1. )1. Keith. 
Uktihbelw- T. ('. Buoktl•t·. 
Pary-P . . 1. :\1 yt•r:.:. 
Pilce-.J . )f. X cl~un. 
Panola-J. B. Ji'i,;Pl', R F. ~fcf:chc<'. 
Pontotoc- C. n. l•'ontainc . . 1. B. Herring, .II. R. Millct•1 

. R. W. Flcnn·noy.. {j a..~ lt::o ~~ 
Rcmkm-Wm. DC'IIROil. 1-h,;:, e~--..in-/ J Un~ 11-/. 
Srw(lmcer-E. P .. lone~. ·- f '7/'-'~ 
Sinipson- W. J. I>ongla;~. 
SnHth-'\Y. Thompson. 
Scntt-r. W. Ta rlor. 
T(1/lohatc!tie-_\. 'Pat t<'r:.:on. 
Tishomingo-A. E. Heynoltls, W. W. Bonus. ·r. P. Yo•mg, 

.T. A. Blair. 
Tmzirn-A. ){iller. 
Tippah-0. J)ayi,;, .T. H. Berry, J. R. Da.,is, J>, n. 

Wright. 
TJTru;hington-.J. ~. Y <'rttcr. 
Wilkinson--\. C. 1 [olt. 
Wayne-W. ,J. Eck fore!. 
Warren-W. Brooke. T. ,\. Mar;::hall. 
IV!n.~ton-J. Kennedy, \Y. 8. Bolling. 
YnlJrJ,ushn-F. )[. Aldri(\(!c. W. R. Bark"dalc, 
Yn::oo-H. Yaughau1 (3. ll. Wilkiu~ou. 
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