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POSEY 35

be more rn i ! i t e n t and outspoken t ha n Ro»

I;J i ! kin 5 Lua 5 • 50, 1 J"22!! >, th i n k that 132:1

'/~ H C1IJk S c'J i I! pro b ~1b ! >J b r iI, '3 so m e >J (J u n 9 e r b la c k 5

~~ _,)b a r: kin tot I-, e I\JAA[!:::J .

f-IARR IS! lde ! ! J ! 5 the r- e\ :::r~ 2 c t; ! \.J e !'"' e c r u ! t m e ;: t ~:]UJ + C~ ;'"

th!s state?

POS!::Y: They do it by ea:::h chapter or branch,

urh a t e v e e- >.JOLJ ca!! i t ~ This !5 Oc t o b e r is the

recruitment month

HA!~!;;:IS: the a r e a s ?

they go about dlJing this?

F'OSEY:
CLR..~ Su...ppo~L +0 CC<..nl.la...s

L,lJe ! ! ~ act ua ! ! »), the )J j U :: tw J? 0 Yi + + i~Q r ~ n r{ i rl.::l t ~

!n the various communities, and they try to

set ! n the c h u r c b e s ~
\

The [\1A A C !:J.6 bas i c

strength is probab!>' in the black c l- u r c l- . and

that1s probably one reason there)s not a lot

ot blacks joining now ,
2 o a y s because

NOT J
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POSEY 1

POSEY: It wasn't the whole state.

HOLMES: Yes.

POSEY: And, you knou . the>' attempted to ki!! him.

You m ay have heard it, you know, a car \JJreck,

The» r tr n into him~ l-!',,! 5 tace is 5 t i ! I

disfigured, but I'm having dinner with him

this evening at his expense.

now, be! ieve it or not, tor the University ot

Mississippi.

HOLMES: 15 that right?

POSEY: Yes.

HANNA: I had him tor a teacher, I went to s c l-oo I at

Mi! l sa r s . and he taught a course ov e r me one

summel~.

POSEY: He's working tor the University Medica!

Center now® ~ ~ be) 5 teach i ng courses

about psycho! 09>' ot, ~:::t~~ and th i 5 and

t hat. He) s tea chi n'3 the s e pe0 p ! e ~ nu r 5 es) ~~ J

you know, or young medical students-about the
"

attitude to have toward people when they're
This NO Tt CE \ ;'';

on the de at h bed) you kn OLoJ • !~at her a Iii r i~lerl81 may &.......
Otectea b •••

la"" mt, t Y COfJyrighf
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POSEY 2

subject.

HOLMES: But rea I! 7' necessa!')' up t l- er e

POSEY: Yes. Edwin King was t l- e . y ou kno u . he is the

s 0 - ca ! ! ed » dad d)' 0 t the l0hit e [i vi! Rig h t s

workers ot MississippiN that are being made

o v e r chaplin now. He)s trom Vicksburg

original I)), his people a!Ae .. I"JellJ it )'OU

ioa n t
\~bo~ ~OU~~t~tto start ott on the J they

came here in 1946. Ot courseJ Robert W. Star

was director and organizer ot the ettort in

Mississippi. The tirst big success they
~~W"'\

scored lIJaS the changed at t i ! i at i on gd: Un i ted
o~ +t> A

Paper l.,Jorke!'s, AiF;L. '5 W the Ln t er-na t i ona l,.
Woodworkers Union ot the

(tlr-t.'iJ
La u r e l had + i ve thousand,..

American [(1101 at
:::

C1~~o~t~ at tha4 plant. That uas the

atter the

~~~~ . S't a r- is s t i ! ! ) is director
of ..f ,.

AI F/ L f/ [ f 1 10 I mer 13 ed . )'0 LJ know)
,..
He stayed on as state

hio- . -'

in about 1953.

d ire c t 0 r0 ~ ~hen) 0 + co u r se, the t e! low ha d\

a guy name HinesJ ~-l-N-E-SJ was state
~

pres i den t ot the AfF1L~[ /ltO)' and the>' got
,. f\

along ue l ! . Hines was the president ot

pl'es i dent ot the

stateA.F.!_.J and then

NOTICe
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POSEY 3

next atter Hines - he's trom Hattiesburg, he

d i eo - C! a ud e Ramse)' ua s e ~ccted you k nOLoJ)as
. ~ I ~

state president ot the AtFrL¥r~/o/ Claude,.
and !30b St a!' 1- I~0b e r t 1,,). S t, a !'r~neve !' did get

a ! 0 n '3 ; ye r son a ! it), con t I i c t, but the r e

ua s n v t af1)/ pol i c y coni! iet .. 5ee: Star is a
fR..Oj"\

native ot Mississippi, and 1 think he's out
A

~C! i nt nn . I don't guess I'!! go into too

much ot that. You can talk to Claude Ramsey

and held probably help you. He likes to

talk, Claude does, and 1 wouldn)t want to

take a LoJa)'his pel,Jogat i ve ot te!! i ng you f-ht.. h·,~!ofl..'f

about the labor movement in Mississippi.

Well, we'd be i nt e r es t e d in hea!'ing things he

might not te! I us.

I::JOSEY: I"Je! !: you k nou s to be tl'uthtu! about it: see,

Claude Ramsey has always tried to have an

a! ! i ance be t uee n the blacks and the ! abor

union movement vote wise. He came closest to

it in the election, ot c ou r ss e . ot C!itt Finch

and then the c a r r v v o f Mississippi s!ightl)':

hOL'JeVe!' so s! i ght I)" to!' Pres i dent Ca r t e e .

L.Je! t , it seemed that the persona lit), c I ash

was &.Ir Aaron Henry and Claude Ramsey

"along ue l L. but Claude Ramsey and Charles

VlC[l
Imay
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!::JOSEY 4

Ot course, Charles was ...

See, a I! o+ these peop Ie a r e persona It!, iends
r Know tht..VV\ so c.....>LllQ

ot mine, and so that)s why I do~)t want t~

&a >' !,0 t ""in 9 e I~ 1 t a I k eo tot hem 0 nth e

phone last evening. Claude Ramsey says that

Cha!' Ies Ev e r s is-too in t e r e s t e d ! n

greenbacks) l!Jhich he is. Charles admits that

he ! aves mane». He oDes everything in the

u o r f d to make it) y o u k n n u . 1 mean v o u k n o u

violating the !al<J) but he has in the past.

You know, he)s run prostitutes) l q u o r-» and

e v e r y t h ing e! se to make a do!! ar. He admits

that, y o u k n o u . in his book,in e v e r v speech®
"~ut Claude says he's too much ot a mercenary)

:::-

in other words. He thinks that Charles has

used his position ot being Medgar)s brother,

you see, Medgar's brother to make money~

~hich he says he has to a certain extent, you
z-

see. In other words, he says that ...

Charles explanation is, Charles Evers

explanation is that Ted Kennedy d o e s n+ t let

John Kennedy and Bobby Kennedy's bones rest.

See, luh'en Cl- e r- Ie s ... Charles was a close

friend with Bobby Kennedy. He was with him

the night he was killed) you k no u . in

Ca! i r o r n i e . Charles was standing next to him

NOTIce
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POSEY 5

when he was shot. He helped wrestle the

k i! I e r- to the gl~ound. I can)t think ot the

gu>' who k r I !eel !<.enned>') but an>'wa>' Char I e5

wants ...

HOLMES:

POS!::Y: Yes. He helped wrestle

him to the t!oor. Charles' explanation is

t his j _ Ke say sSe n a tor Ted doesn)t

let John and Bobby)s bones rest in the grave

tor nothing) and he)s not going to let

Medgar)s bones rest in the grave tor nothing.

He)s going to exploit it and make some money,

but this has caused a ritt between him and

who is Medgar)s widow, and

they don)t otten get along too we! I. Ot

COurse, Charles has divorced his wits)Nannie

5. Evers.
f\OW

is the
"

Na n n i e is nOllJh,Q.
director ~ the youth p!~ojects

because she

tor the

state NAACP. You see, they had given her the

job as sort ot a consolation prize, you know.

In other words, she goes around and tries to

torm youth gl~OupS LIJ ith a I I the NAACP chapters

in the state. That's her position at the

present time. I got invo! ved in these th ings

about 1946 through Thomas A. Armstrong. Tom

NOTfCE\
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POSEY 6

Armstrong used to run the tormer North Farish

Street Newsstand at 135 and a halt North

Farish Street. Now, that's the man 1

suggested aloJhi Ie ago that y o u contact. Tom

Armstrong was otticial photographer tor

Medgar Evers, and as you see this book on

Medgar Evers >'ou'!! see that a!
I.~

are Kcredit to Tom Armstrong.,.

the photos

Tom took W My

membership dues in the NAACP in 1946, and

also the American Veterans Committee, which

he was commander ot it, the commander ot the

local chapter there ot Veterans Committee.

He was v e r y active in the Civi! Rights

Movement tor a !ong time, but he's now about

that's a! I he ever was.

seventy-three years old and quite cynical;
,/ov... k.W'Dw) ~i.

!-IE? k n o u s . h-e- and •......

whole group, but his close associate was

In other words, he was

Medgar's shadow. He knows more about, you
*'~ fa.~,l'j - as. MlL1'\"I ()..s thf.1 ha.cl. - Hv;.\,\

know, I::.ve!'s~ ~ anyone in~ -----------
Mississippi except, 1 guess, Char Ies knows
a.<;. 0

~ much ~,. I~ut i! ! ,E gOe-!4-- ~ou k n o u . he

knows Charles wel IJ but he's broke with

Charles' because he considers Charles a crook0
~h_'~ '1:1. hl~
an exp!oi\ ~ .:t.Jta? people) that's Tom

Armstrong's point. 0+ CDU!"se,

e v e r y b o d y but see, Armstrong worked. back in

• .J I ,I:
liS material may be
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law'fi I,· / J.S. Code). M A
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I:JOSEY -;

the days with Doctor McCo>' , who was

a black dentist at 125 and a halt North

Farish St~eet during the 19405 and 19505.

When Doctor McCoy died, that's when Aaron

Henry took over the NAACP. You see, I've~.rw..~
been a m e m b e r- ot the NAACP long~ ~ Aaron

Henry or Charles Evers or even Medgar Evers.

5ee, I'm a lite m e mb e r » you knOLL

charged me tive hundred bucks tor my

membership, but 1 knew al I the original

tellows. Fred Banks, he was one ot the

original me m b e r-s. v o u know; Jess Br o u n . you

know, the attorney; the Reverend Edwin King.

1 was in a little betore Ed, but he came

along later quite strong as the chap! in at

Touga!oo. The !' e L'J a s a sma I 91'OUP ot us

here. There wasn't much. I L'JaS the o n ly

white member ot the NAACP in Mississippi at

that time. That was considered.

HOLMES: Why did you join at that time?

P05EY: l·)e!I, 1 had been i n the arm>' and the a rm v

made a mistake, 1 guess, v o u know. There's

mil!ions ot peop!e ... I'm a World War 11

veteran, and damn it they didn't transter me

into a black outtit. 1 think they did it,
, ~.

vtec!e(' h,

.;..WITitJp., , ...•.Cue JI. MOI\H
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POSEY B

)'OU know, the

army was segregated, but you know, with

titteen mi I! ion people you)ve got to make a
cl t..P.; eM

-G--l.l..n.-i...Ge!e I~r 0 roc cas ion a! !>,[);,0, 1 was in a

black outtit tor about three months betore 1

could convince them to!ks 1 was white, which

is rather comica!. Meanwh i !e, the arm>' made

ami stake ana had me d o w n as,a d e s e r t e r ~

They thought 1 had deserted, but he! I they

just transterred me to the wrong place. You

see, 1 was supposed to have been in Texas.

He I! they sent me to Connecticut. lJ,)e!!,

the>' had me on the ir ro I! s as a deserter in

Texas@ ~hey had been hunting tor me, and

hell, 1 lIJas up with a black outtit r n

Connecticut. !3ut t ina I !y the>' got th ings

straightened out, you know,and got me back in

a white outtit, but anyway 1 came to know

blacks pretty we!!. They were sorry tor me,

you know, they understood that something had

gone wrong because some ot them thought 1 was
Mt.U/1.++o

.!:~.!:J!!I!-__ . '] and o t b e r s sa id, »lJe I!, you know,

1 don) t bel ieve he' i s ;" 1 t rea!! >,
C01\Utl\£O I

d i5 con c e !~t e d eve I~)' one f. A t t e !~ uJ a r d s ~ ~o I~
+ht..Y'\

'ol c a m e qui t e t 0 Iera n t ~ A !! it.'fn, -an c! I I;Ja =e
1)l~

~ 9(j you e v e r- hear 0+ "Jarman

Thomas, the old Socialist Part>' leader?

MDAH
."" ',..... ~
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POSEY 9

Wel!, Norman Thomas ran tor president s!x

times on the Socialist Part)' ticket. I,..Je!!

he heard -l-.rom Michae! Harrington, you know,

~ .caused hisr- p o v e r rt y progt'am to

come along. lJe!!, Mike io a s a )'oung kid in

those da)'s-, ~carried Norman Thomas' briet

case, )'OU see. He used to debate a lot on

this radio program, I)Townha!!.1) 1 be! ieve it

was a CBS program out ot New York; that was

betore television. And another member ot the

group there was James Farmer who tounded - 1

h· ."..was once IS roomate
Po

in New York. 1 ! ived

He tounded CORE, Congress ot

Racial Equal i t y , James and 1 used to serve

at, we!!, we shared rather modest quarters in

Manhattan, New York. Then, Marsh M i !gram was

there who was a triend ot mine;that at that

time was a young kid running around with

Marsh wound up as head ot

th is integrated hous ing bus iness in

Phi !adelphia, Pennsylvania and NeL0 YO!Ak and

around. Congressman Dona!d Frazier is
'Po..9.nQ.fO\

chairman ot it, you know. ~ Mitche!

you know, was on the committee who was

chairman ot the B!ack Caucus in the House,

and also, Henry Royce is on the committee who
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